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BCCI announces Viacom18 has
secured media rights for the
Women's IPL for 7951 crore for five
years, from 2023-2027, meaning it
will pay 7.09 crore per match P 17

Cricketer Rishabh Pant, in his first
statement since his car crash on Dec 30,
says “l am humbled and grateful for all
the support and good wishes”; adds he
has undergone successful surgery P 17

‘BJP must win all 9 states

N .';-',wl Kerala government issues orders
making face masks mandatory in all

public places and gatherings, also

directs measures for social distancing

to prevent spread of Covid P 11

After hotels,

»SC seeks Centre's response on

Italian film legend Gina Lollobrigida, 95,
who achieved international stardom in
the 1950s and was dubbed “most

beautiful woman in the world" after
the title of her film, dies in Rome P 13

RBI red-flags OPS : E Freeway’s extn

damaged . till Thane to have

revival by states

he RBl red-flagged the re-

turn to the old pension
scheme insome states asaco-
neern, saying, “The annual
saving in fiscal resources this
entails is short-lived” . P15

Cos refuse to cut
rd concreting rate

Tnder fire for cost escala-

/ tion in its cement con-
crete (CC) road works, BMC
has told firms to cut their ra-
tes by 6-8%, but the five firms
are refusingtobudge. P3

Oppn no to EC plan
for remote EVMs

\ ost opposition parties
L'V 1 Monday opposed EC's
proposal to introduce remo-
te voting for domestic mig-
rants, raising the issue of
“trustdeficit” inEVMs. P11

Retd Major held for
running over girl

retired Major was arres-
£\ ted in Mohali for a hit-&-
run 2 days ago in which his
SUV allegedly left a woman
feeding strays wounded. P 7

“Bagair kisi jhijak ke
keh sakta hoon, saare 6
jahaan se accha."
Rakesh Sharma, the first Indian
to visit space, when asked by

then PM Indira Gandhi how
India looks from above

“Upar se Bharat kaisa
dikhta hai aapko?"

[8] %+ [8] Scan the QR code to

%ﬁl watch this spectacular
moment in the

[=] 1 #WhatMakesUsOne film
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Oppn Campaigns
Exposed By
SC Verdicts: BJP

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Citing a string of
SC verdicts as vindication of
PM Modi and banking on his
leadership, BJP on Monday set
an aggressive foot forward ex-
pressing confidence about its
prospects in the state elections
scheduled in the lead-up to the
2024 Lok Sabha polls.

In a hard-hitting political
resolution adopted onthe inau-
gural day of its national execu-
tive meet, BJP said SC verdicts
in a number of cases brought
to harm the PM’s image have
exposed the opposition.

“2023 is a crucial vear for
BJP as it will have to contest
elections in nine states,” party

BMC chief goes
to ED office,
submits docus

I' MC chief 1S Chahal visi-
Jted the Enforcement Di-
rectorate office on Monday in
connection with a summons
in a money laundering case
that the agency is investiga-
ting against Sujit Patkar, a
close friend of Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut. Chahal told
media persons that he had
submitted to the ED docu-
ments related to a medical
contract awarded by the
BMC during the pandemic. It
has been alleged that the
BMC awarded contracts to
LHMS at higher rates and de-
spite the fact that LHMS was
anunregisteredfirmand had
no experience in healthcare.
Vijay V Singh reports, P2

“In run-up to 2024: Nadda

Piyal Eihattan:harjee

PM Mudl ata rﬂadshnw in Delhi on the wa1.r to BJP's national meet

p YOU'LL BE GAME-CHANGERS: PM TO AGNIVEERS, P 11

president JP Nadda said, ex-
horting cadres to “ensure the
party wins all the assembly
polls that are a prelude to the
2024 general elections”. Polls
in Karnataka, Meghalaya, Na-
galand, Tripura, Mizoram,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan, Ma-
dhya Pradesh and Telangana

Crash victims’ kin set out on
415km road journey to Nepal

Rajeev Dikshit & Arvind Chauhan

Varanasi/Dharwa: A fami-
Iy member of each of the four
yvoung men from UP's Ghazi-
pur killed in Sunday’s plane
crash in Nepal's Pokhara left
for Kathmandu by road, a 415-
km journey, on Monday, ho-

P Crashed jet once owned by
Mallya-led Kingfisher Air, P 13

will be due this year,

The sense of vindication
and a confidence about its pro-
spects marked the delibera-
tionsof BJP's key decision-ma-
king body that appeared to set

the ball rolling for the polls.

»In campaign mode, P 16

Pilot couple killed in
crashes, 16 yrs apart

In 2010, Anju Khatiwada joi-
ned Nepal's Yeti Airlines fol-
lowing in the footsteps of her
husband, a pilot who died in a
crash four yearsearlier. On Su-
nday, Anjuwastheco-pilotona

Yetiflight that crashed. P13

ping to quickly bring back
their loved ones’ bodies after
a possibly difficult identifica-
tion process that could requi-
re DNA sampling.

The charred bodies will be
taken to Kathmandu from
Pokhara on Tuesday for iden-
tification, an official quoted
authorities in Nepal as say-

ing. If the identification pro-
cess 13 completed without a
hitch, the bodies of Sonu Jais-
Anil Rajbhar, Vishal
Sharma and Abhishek Kush-
waha could arrive in their na-
tive villages earliest by Wed-

wal,

nesday or aday later.

»Flight at last minute, P 16

validity of penal exemption to
marital rape, posts final hearing
onMarch21 |P9

»Apex court to take call on

transferring to itself nearly two
dozen religious conversion
cases from high courts | P9

>Will you abide by EU
anti-monopoly regime in India,
SC asks Google after Centre
says US tech company is

questioning CCI's Rs 1,338cr fine

but paid $4bn EU penalty | P 16
»>Default bail granted due to
delay in probe can be cancelled
after filing chargesheet if an
accused has committed a
non-bailable offence;: SC| P9
»SC to consider live streaming
hearings in all important cases,
not only in cases before
constitution benches | P 9
»Unnao rape case: Delhi HC
grants 2-week bail to convict
Kuldeep Singh Sengar to attend
daughter's wedding | P9

»BMC can't widen road and cut
footpath size, says HC, asks what
the policy on footpaths is - “who
has rights to be there?" | P 6

LettertoClla
follow-up of MoP:
Rijiju to Kejriwal
[ eomtnmat 1 cois

: giums for appeintment of :
: judges in SC and HCs flows

from the new MoP as sug-
gested by the apex court
constitution bench after it
struck down the NJAC, law
minister Kiren Rijiju said.

Responding to a tweet of

Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal,
who tagged the TOI story
and termed the minister’s
letter to CJI as “extremely
dangerous”, Rijiju said, “1
hope you honour court’s di-
rection! Thisisaprecise fol-
low up action of the direc-
tion of SC constitution
bench while striking down
the NJAC Act."PT

homes in Joshimath
colony to come down

Kautilya Singh & Shivani Azad

Dehradun: In a significant
development, the Uttaralcha-
nd government Monday deci-
ded to “mechanically demo-
lish" structures at Jaypee Re-
sidential Colony in Joshi-
math that cannot be retr-
ofitted or repaired to reduce
the burden on the slope said

» Now, residents fiee
Rudraprayag village, P 12

SDRF pesnnnel demolish Malari
Inn hotel in Joshimath Monday

to be accountable for the situ-
ation in the town. This would
be the second major demoli-
tion exercise after the admi-
nistration a few days ago be-
gan to raze two of Joshi-
math'’s biggest hotels.

There are over 30 houses,
many of them with large
cracks, which a resident said
“seem to be getting bhigger”.
Apart from these, even cul-

verts that have developed fis-
sures will be brought down.

During his second visit to
Joshimath on Januaryv 11, CM
Pushkar Dhami had met the
affected families in the town
and assured the distraught
residents that “unless unavo-
idable”, houses in the town
won't be demolished.

»‘Damaged line', P 16

Bhiwandi biker’s throat slit
by banned nylon manja

Pradeep Gupta

Bhiwandi: A 46-vear-old mo-
toreyclist died when a nylon
manja slit his throat in Bhi-
wandi on Sunday, which saw
Makar Sankranti cele-
brations with wide-
spread flving of kites.

Likemostof thesta-
te, the Thane police co-
mmissionerate, in wh-
ose jurisdiction Bhiwandi
falls, had issued anorder ban-
ning nylon manja from Janu-
ary 12 to February 10.

The deceased, Sanjay
Hajare, was riding home to
Ulhasnagar from Vada whe-
re he worked in a wine shop,
intheevening.

On Balasaheb Thackeray

flyover, the nylon string slit
Hajare's throat and he lost
his balance, hitting the reten-
tion wall of the flyover.

Hajare was the sole bread-
winner for hisfamily compri-
sing a wife, two child-
ren and his parents. Af-
ter the police received
information about the
accident, thev took Ha-
jare to the state-rrun In-
dira Gandhi Memorial hospi-
tal. Doctors declared Hajare
dead and cited blood loss
from his throat and other in-
juries asthe causeof death.

Another rider had had a
close shave on the flvover ear-
lierin the dawv.

» Another biker survives,P2 :

ramps at 4 places
r I en yvears after the Easte-
rn Freeway was comple-
ted, the tender for its extensi-
ontill Thaneislikely tobeflo-
ated by April. When comple-
ted—2026 is the deadline—
the3lkmsignal-freeroad will
cut south Mumbai-Thane fr-
avel todd minutes. The exten-
sion will have entry and exit
ramps at Chheda Nagar, Ka-
njurmarg Junction, Airoli-
Mulund Link Road and Tha-
ne's Anand Nagar, reports
Manthan K Mehta.P5

WPI dips below
5%, rise lowest
in 22 months

\_. Tholesale price inflati-
"V onslowed to a 22-mon-
th low in December due to
moderating food, mineral
oils and crude prices, adding
to the relief provided by ea-
sing retail inflation num-
bers, Data showed WPI rose
an annual 4.95% in Decem-
ber, lower than the 5.9% in
November, Vegetable prices
fell nearly 36% during the
month. Economists said the
central bank mav adoptawa-
itand watch approach. P15

Russia now India’s
4th biggest import
source, up 16 spots

mports from Russia have

jumped five times to $32.9
bhillion in April-December;
making it India’s 4th largest
trading partner It has moved
up from being India’s 20th
largest source of imports
last financial vear due to the
massive surge in crude pet-
roleum tlows. At current pa-
ce, imports from Russia co-
uld hit $50 billion. just shy of
the value of goods shipped
from the US, India’s 3rd lar-
gest source of imports. P15
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Santacruz

27.6°/
154°

Colaba
26.4°/
18.2°

Forecast: Mainly clear sky.

and 26° respectively.

Maximum and minimum tem-
peratures would be around 29°
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Mumbai: BMC commissio-
ner Igbal Singh Chahal appe-
ared before Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) officials at
their Ballard Estate office on
Monday and submitted docu-
ments related to a Covid hos-
pital management contract
awarded by thecivic body du-
ring the pandemic.

The ED had summoned
Chahal for questioning in a
money laundering case the
agency is investigating aga-
inst Sujit Patkar, a close fri-
end of Shiv Sena (UBT) MP
Sanjay Raut, and others.

Chahal went with the ad-
ditional municipal commis-
sioner (health) and a couple
of other civic officials arou-
nd 11.30am and left around
dpm. While leaving, Chahal
told mediapersons he submi-
tted documents tothe ED and
explained them. He would as-
sist the ED and appear whe-
never required, he added.

Acting on a complaint by
BJP leader Kirit Somaiyva,
the Azad Maidan police sta-
tion had registered a forgery
case against Lifeline Hospi-
tal Management Services
(LHMS), and Patkar and his
three partners — Hemant
Gupta, Sanjay Shah, Raju Sa-
lunkhe—Ilast August. The fo-
urarealleged to have fraudu-
lently bagged BEMC contracts
for managing Covid field ho-
spitals during the pandemic.
After registering the case,
the police had transferred it
to the EOW to probe cheating
and forgery allegations.

Recently, the ED registe-
red a case based on the police
FIR to investigate the money
laundering angle.

It has been alleged that
the BMC awarded contracts
to LHMS at higher rates and
despite the fact that LHMS
was an unregistered firm
and had no experience in he-
althcare. The BMC also alle-
gedly first awarded the cont-
racts and a year later, signed
arelated agreement with the
company.

While leaving the ED offi-
ce, Chahal said during the
pandemic, the BMC waswar-

Sanjay Hadkar

Companies (RoC)

Ullengala incorporate Eternal Health Care LLP
partnership firm and register it with Registrar of

THE CONTROVERSIAL

CONTRACT

DAHISAR FIELD HOSPITAL |

June 2020 | Sujit Patkar,

along with three partners =" : )

— Hemant Gupta, Sanjay el 4

Shah and Raju Salunkhe % éa S M

— forms Lifeline Hospital i, w208

Management Services -

(LHMS)

» Company is not yet

registered, they apply for

management contract of

Dahisar field hospital

July | BMC awards the

contract to LHMS and

it starts running the . =';"~

hospital ' @

» It is alleged that / i = -

though LHMS has no | S Chahal arrives at the ED office in Ballard Estate on Monday moming

experience in healthcare, July 2021 | Exactly a year

BMC awarded contracts  later, BMC and LHMS sign STHER ALLEATIONS MT['.“H FAGES

to it at higher rates contract agreement Petn Chant > Palias IS accused
money laundering of helping Raut in
case eight land deals

| » Sujit Patkar at Kihim beach,
allegedly indulged Alibaug. They were
in suspicious purchased jointly in
financial the names of Raut's
transactions with  wife Varsha and
his friend and Patkar's wife (now
| ShivSena (UBT)  estranged) Swapna

spokesperson » Most of the
Sanjay Raut during payments to
the Patra Chawl the land owners
FSI fraud made in cash

Associated in firm allegedly registered with forged documents

» In January 2021, Sandeep Gupta and Yogesh person included in Eternal Health Care LLP

» In April, Sujit Patkar, Raju Salunkhe and another

» This January, RoC files a forgery case at
Marine Drive police station against Gupta
and Ullengala for registering Eternal Health
Care LLP with the help of forged documents

ned about an increase in
numbers of Covid patients
and was asked to set up more
hospital beds to handle the
situation, In June 2020, many
field hospitals had been
constructed in open spaces
by different government
agencies and the BMC had
not spent any money on the
construction. But the civic
body was responsible for ma-
naging these field hospitals
and arranging for healthca-
restaff at its own expense.

Chahal added that the
BMC had invited expres-
sions of interest for manage-
ment of the field hospital ini-
tially and four companies re-
sponded. “BMC awarded
them the contract and these
Covid facilities saved thou-
sands of lives. BMC awarded
10 such contracts and in 2022,
Azad Maidan police received
a complaint related to one of
the companies (LHMS), say-
ing it had submitted bogus
documents and got the contr-

act, The BMC had no mecha-
nism tocheck the authentici-
tv of thosedocuments,” Cha-
hal told reporters.

The municipal admini-
strator also said; “Last Au-
oust, we wrote tothe policeto
investigate the complaint
and subsequently provided
them with all the related do-
cuments, The ED also asked
for the same information.
There was a questionnaire
and I provided the required
information.”
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A country as diverse as
ours, but with strong bonds
of unity running through its
core, That's the idea of

India. Harvest festivals like
Pongal and Bihu are so
different from each other,
but all are manifestations of
the same happiness.
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Mumbai: For the first time,
the BET sub-variant, which is
responsible for the ongoing
Covid outbreak in China and
reportedly claimed 60,000 lives
in a month, was isolated in
three Mumbaikars who re-
turned from foreign trips.

All three patients have ful-
Iy recovered, said the state’s
daily Covid update on Monday
evening. BMC  executive
health officer Dr Mangala Go-
mare said samples of these
three patients were among the
6l samples sent from Mumbai
fo NIV Pune for genome se-
quencing. “Only 49 could be
analysed and all are Omicron
variants,” she said. Of the
three BET patients, two had
come from China while one
was from Canada, said state

government's Covid update.
“All three patients were vacci-
nated. All of them had mild
symptoms and nobody needed
hospitalization,” it added.

Dr Gomare said the three
BET7 patients included a 59-
vear-old female from Malad
who has liver cirrhosis. While
the second patient is a 57-vear-
old male, an NRI working in
China and staying in Mulund
at the moment, the third isa 31-
vear-old female from Parel
who had returned from China
on December 17.

Four cases of BE7 were re-
ported in India in the Septem-
ber-October period last vear,
including three cases from
Gujarat and one from Odisha.
In the first week of January,
four people from West Bengal,
including three of a family
tested positive for the BE7 var-

iant. Alleviating concerns of
any wave, city experts said the
BE7variant may not be as seri-
ous as it is in China. In fact, lo-
cal doctors are barely seeing
cases of coronavirus. “There
is quite a bit of upper respira-
tory infection that physicians
are tackling, but Covid-19
cases are rare now,’ said phy-
sician Dr Pratit Samdani, add-
ing that since Mumbai's vaccei-
nation coverage is over 90%,
the threat of asurge islow,
Infectious disease expert
Dr Vasant Nagvekar con-
curred that the possibility of
newer variants causing a new
wave is little. “We have not
been =eeing any Covid cases
forawhile. Evencaseswithup-
per respiratory tract infection
are mostly coming positive for
influenza A H3N2," he added.
Union health minister

Civic chief appears before ED BE? causing fresh Covid surge in China
in Covid hosp contract case found in three Mumbaikars; all recover

Mansukh Mandaviya had last
week said that 200 of the 15
lakh air passengers at India
airportshad tested positive for
Covid. He said some of these
passengers showed BE7 varia-
nts, “but our vaccines are ef-
fective against this variant.”

There has been a resurgen-
ce in Covid cases since winter
began in parts of world, espe-
cially China, Japan, Brazil
and the US. Omicron's BE7
sub-variant has been isolated
in huge numbers in China,
friggering fears in India, and
the government responded by
restarting random testing at
airports. Positive samples
were sent for genome sequenc-
ing for new sub-variants BE7,
XBBland XBBL.5.

(Inputs by Sumitra DebRoy)

b Add’l relief returned, P6

Sharp strings cut into 900 birds as
kites fly high and low on Sankranti

Vijay.Singh@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: More than 900
birds were reported injured
by the manja of Kites that
were flown on Makar Sank-
ranti in the Mumbai region
on Sunday. There were sever-
al bird deaths too.

The figure of injured
avains was reached after ac-
tivists who had set up bird
rescuecampsinthecityatthe
weekend collated their statis-
tics. The actual number of in-
jured might be even higher,

“More than 30 ‘Free Bird
Medical Camps’ were orga-
nised by different organisa-
tfions and circles all over
Mumbai. Over 900 injured
birds have been rescued and
treated. Many more lost their
lives due to grave injuries
from sharp kite strings,” said
Mitesh Jain, the honorary
animal welfare officer of Ani-
mal Welfare Board of India
and a trustee of Karuna
Trust Virar,

More than 650 birds were
rescued in Dahisar, Borivli,
Kandivli and Malad. “Even
days after the festival, we will
get calls from animal lovers
about birds in distress after
getting entangled in the
thread used for flying kites,”
said Jain.

Shailesh Mehta of Jeev
Daya Group said one particu-
lar bird suffered a deep wing
mjury. “Our NGO basically
rescues birds and animals
throughout the year, by shar-
ing our helpline 9820135517.
This vear, it was heartbreak-
ing to see an adult Kite with a
badly cut wing due to the use
of illegal manja,” said Mehta.

Sandeep Shah of Bird
Helpline group said people
should not hesitate to call the
group on 9820038275 if they
saw any birds in distress. He
said Kite flving might be fun
for some people but was a kill-
er for birds and humans too.
“Unless the citizens them-

State moots -

transgender
category for
govtjobs

Tinmes NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The state govern-
ment has proposed creating
a separate category for
transgenders in applica-
fions for government jobs.
It has still to be approved by
the state cabinet.

This comes shortly after
the Bombay high court rap-
ped the Maharashtra go-
vernment for not having a
separate online category
for transgenders (TGs) In
the ongoing recruitment of
police constables.

Last month, the high co-
urt had asked the state to
make the transgender op-
tionavailable inthe last two
davs of the application pro-
cess which ended on De-
cember 15. Sixty-seven peo-
ple have applied in the
transgender category for
the recruitment underway
for 18,331 posts in Maha-
rashtra police and the State
Reserve Police Force.

The government depart-
ments would be asked to
frame rules related to the
physical and educational
eligibility to be set for TGs,
officials said. The rules co-
uld vary indifferent depart-
ments, officials said.

BHIWANDI MISHAP |
Deceased Biker Family's :
Sole Breadwinner
Name of motorcyclist |
Sanjay Hajare |46¢
Manja accident
spot | Balasaheb

Thackeray flyo-
ver in Bhiwandi

Occupation | Em-
ployed at wine shop
in Vada near Bhiwandi

Residence | Ulhasnagar

Dependants | Wife, two
children, parents

MANJA LEAVES A TRAIL OF BLOOD

l | -~

% Balasaheb Thackeray flyover

Ban on Nylon Manja & Action Taken
» Thane police commissionerate, like
others in state, banned use, sale and stor-
age of nylon manja from Jan 12 to Feb 10

Police action after death
| FIR registered against
unknown persons for

» Nylon manja poses a danger to
humans as well as birds and animals

causing death due to
negligence

» Many shops still kept nylon manja for
Sankranti, Police booked 5 in Bhiwandi

BIRDS SUFFER INJURIES
Birds injured:
Over

900

Number of Free Bird
Medical Camps: Over

A 30

Birds dead; Statistics still being
compiled

Jeey Daya Group:
9820135517

Bird Helpline Group:
9820038275

TIMES VIEW: Despite the ban on the deadly nylon manja,
many shops and traders brazenly sell these during the Makar
Sankranti festival. These not only harm birds but are a big
threat to people like the biker in Bhiwandi who lost his life.
Unless stiff penalties are imposed on those who sell Chinese
manja, such tragedies will continue to occur. What may be a
*fun activity' for some, should not become fatal for others.

gelves donot understand how
their fun activity of flying
kites is harming birds and al-
s0 humans, this practice will
continue,” said Shah.

Sneha Visaria of Just
Smile Charitable Trust said
the police were most coopera-
tive. “With the help of VP

Kurla firing accused

Road police station, we had
sent up a bird rescue camp in
this area, and got many res-
cue cases involving pigeons,
kites and parrots, among oth-
ers. We thank the Mumbai po-
lice for allowing activists to
set up bird camps at different
places,” said Visaria.

had also cheated firm
headed by actor’s sis

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: MNS functionary
Ganesh Chukkal, the main ac-
cused in the alleged firingon a
civilcontractor in Kurla whois
on the run along with co-ac-
cused Sameer Swant, was ear-
lier booked by the Powai police
for allegedly cheating a hospi-
tality company in which Bolly-
wood actor Akshay Kumar's
gister is the director.

Directors of Melronia Hos-
pitality Private Limited — Ak-
shay’s sister Alka Bhatia Hira-
nandi, Kamal Niranjan Hiran-
dani and Shridhar Narayan —
lodged an FIR with the Powai
police in September last
vear, alleging that one of the
properties of HGP — Adonia
—  which was liquidated
under NCLT in 2018, came un-
der the custody of Melronia
Hospitality which provides
liveand liasioning agreements
for vacant flats.

According to the FIR regis-
tered in October last vear
Chukkal, a director of Bryce
Infrastructure, leased one flat
from Melronia along with
two parkings lotsfor 36 months
in 2018. As per the said agree-
ment, Bryce Infrastructure
was to pay Rs 1530000 as
deposit and a monthly license

fee of Rs 2,55,000 to Melronia
on or before the 20th of :
: nutes at 3.40pm after power

It was also stated that in
case of default or delay in pay- :
Bryce Infrastructure :
will be liable to pay interest at :
the rate of 12% per annum :
from the due date to Melronia :
until the date of tull recovery :
of the fee. However, Bryce de-
faulted in October 2019. When
contacted, Chukkal said he :

every month.

ment,

would pay the due amount of
Rs2.67 lakh in the first week of
January 2020, but failed.

The company terminated
the agreement in 2020, and :

asked Chukkal to vacate the
flat, but herefused, after which

On  closer scrutiny

ticipatory bail inthis case,

Before flyover
manja death,
close call for
another biker

Pradeep Gupta

Bhiwandi: The police regis-
tered an offence against uni-
dentified persons for causing
the death due to negligence of
a motorcyclist, Sanjay Haja-
re, on Sunday after his throat
was slit by the banned nylon
manja in Bhiwandi.

“We suspect four to five
children were flving kites in
the area and the manja that
made Hajare fall from his bi-
ke could belong to any one of
them,” DCP (Zone 2) Navnath
Dhavale said.

Earlier in the day, on the
same flvover a motorcycle ri-
der, Rishi Kesharwani, esca-
ped with minor scratches on
his throat after he, too, rode
into the manja of akite.

Kesharwani said that sin-
ce he was riding slowly he co-
uld control his motorcycle
when the Kite string cut into
his throat.

From the time the order
banning nylon manja, or Chi-
nesemanjaasitisalsocalled,
came into effect on Thursday
to the end of Makar Sankran-
ti celebrations late on Sun-
day, the police registered of-
fences against five shopkee-
pers in different parts of Bhi-
wandi for stocking and
sellingthe banned item. They
were slapped with cases un-
der Section 188 (disobedience
to order duly promulgated by
public servant)and other sec-
tionsof the [PC.

Similaraction wasalsota-
ken by the police in other
parts of the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region.

Harbour line

halted for

30 min over

OHE issue

Mumbai: Harbour line ser-
vices came to halt for 30 mi-

supply connection was dis-
rupted due to an external
object near Reay Road sta-
tion on Monday,

A CR official said, *Work
on construction of bridge is
in progress at Reay Road. A
cable from the construction
area fell on the OHE (over he-
ad eguipment) because of

: which the power supply was
: disrupted.”

A total of six services we-
re cancelled because of the
incident that happened at

: 3.40pm. The services were
: restored around 4.10pm.

Melronia filed a written com- :
plaint against him. Chukkal, :
however, filed an affidavit stat- :
ing he had leased the agree. :
ment with the company for 30 :
vears. “He forged the docu- :
ments, including notary dated
2004, and made three to thirty :
police
found that the deed did not :
have the serial number of the :
notary and the seal of the nota- :
ry wasn't clear either Chukkal :
had even forged the signatures
of three directors of Melronia :
hospitality,” said a police offi- :
cer. Chukkal has obtained an- :

During this period, Cen-
tral Railway (CR) allowed
Harbour line commuters to
travel by the Mainline. Rivaz
Khan, a commuter at Kurla,
said, “There was overcrowd-
ing at the platform because
of the disruption.” Another
commuter, Sandesh Kadam,
said trains werelate by 15 mi-
nutes till the onset of theeve-
ning peak hour. CSMT com-
muter Ajay Mishra said pas-
sengers were inconvenien-
ced as indicators were not
working and the announce-
ment system was inaudible.
— Manthan K Mehta
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BMC tells contractors to cut concrete City may turn into Joshimath

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Under fire for cost
escalation in its mega cement
concrete (CC) road works
worth Rs 6,080 crore, the BMC
has told the winning contrac-
tors to reduce their rates quo-
ted by at least 6% to8% and ag-
ree to work “on par” with the
BMC’ s estimates.

With the BMC’s megaroad
contracts under the scanner
over cost escalation and Shiv
sena (UBT) leader Aaditva
Thackeray alleging there was
a price hike of around 48%.,
the BMC is hard bargaining
with the winningcontractors.
BMC has said it is insisting
contractors work on par with
the BMC's estimates since the
schedule of rates was revised
only recently and there is no
need to quote rates higher
than the estimated rates. Ho-
wever, so far, the five winning
contractors are refusing to
budge and reduce their rates,

“We have sent two letters
to the winning bidders asking
them toreduce their rates and
agree to work on par with the
BMC’s estimates but they ha-
ve not replied. Four out of the
five bidders also didn't turn
up for a negotiation meeting
on Monday So we will call
them for another round of
meetings and then decide. We
will ask them to work on par
with the estimates,” said a se-
nior civic official.

In the biggest-ever civic
contract to concretise 400km
of road for Rs 6,080 crore, the
BMC has finalised five big
construction firms experien-
ced in national highway
construction fo execute the
work. All the five companies
have bid around 6% to8% abo-
ve the BMC's estimate, The

CONCRETING 30% ROADS: 2 YRS + MONSOONS | AADITYAS ALLEGATIONS

BMC wants concrefing of
30% of the city's roads with-
in two years, not counting
the rains: while work orders S
on concreting about 400 km |
are to be issued this week,
work on concreting about
235 km of roads is ongoing.
This means the intention is
to concrete about 635 km
out of the city's net road
length of 2,000 km.

Richa Pinto reports

OPPN SCEPTICAL
ABOUT DEADLINE

> Corporators from op-
position parties say the
BMC's 2-year deadline is
unlikely to be met as traf-
fic police is giving per-
mission for the work in
parts. They say work will
likely go on for 5 years

Fic for representation

Rainy season excluded
| For the 375 km work,
BMC's 24-month
timeline excludes the
monsoon months

concreted

Concreting work started on MA Road in
south Mumbai in September, but is only 26%
complete. At this pace, how can a 2-year deadline
be set? — Rais Shaikh | samawani parTy mLa

CONCRETING PLAN

990 km | Has 400 km | Tender
already been for concreting
floated last Nov*

Floures are
y  Approvimate
. l-l.!.-\.—

2,000 km ¢
Total road length

— 235 km
Work order for
concreting
issued last year

375 km

Tender for con-
creting to be
floated in March

*BMC has st finafsed confractors
with national experience

Shiv Sena (UBT) leader Aaditya
Thackeray has alleged cost
escalation in road works, to the
tune of 73,000 crore

-48%::s

escalation

below
) 2 00 Oesti-
mate average bid-
ding by contrac-
tors till 2022 for
concrete roads

20%:chec

[ ule of rates (SOR)
0 hidding
8 / ﬂ'ahmr& av-

— erage estimate by

companies in cur-
rent tenders

BMC’S CLAIM

Earlier tenders were invited
on basis of SOR of 2018. Price
indices have increased from

2018 to 2023
Text: Chaktamya Marpalovar

TIMES VIEW: Even though the BMC has claimed that its
tendering process for the Rs 6,080 crore project has been
transparent, allegations have surfaced on cost escalations and
cartelization. The BMC must come clean and ensure that these
tenders are awarded after a thorough scrutiny. The BMC
should ensure effective quality monitoring mechanism of the
road works and address environmental concerns that have
been raised over concretization of all roads in Mumbai.

two-year road concreting me-
ga-contract is expected to be
awarded to Nagarjuna Const-
ruction Company, Eagle Infra
India, Roadways Solutions In-
dia, Megha Engineers & In-
frastructure and Dinesh-
chandra Agrawal Infracon.
Lastweek, Aaditya had sa-
id in previous CC road contra-
cts, contractors had always
bid around 20% below estima-

hoollud’sﬁngers
crushed; teacher hooked

Mumbai: Dindoshipolice have issued anotice toateacherat
a pre-school chain in Malad East after the parents of a two-
yvear-old female student lodged a complaint against her. The
parents said that two of their daughter’'s fingers had been
crushed due to the teacher's fault. Police have booked the
teacher and asked her to remain present at the Dindoshi po-

lice station for inguiry.

The alleged incident occurred on January 5. The child's
parents were informed that her hand got caught in a door at
the pre-school and was injured. The child had been taken toa
hospital by pre-school staffers and had been further moved

toanother hospital from there.

On reaching the hospital, the child's parents learnt that
two of her fingers had been crushed, causing a lot of blood
loss, and an immediate need for surgery. The parent inquired
about the incident at the pre-school, at which the manage-
ment told him that his daughter had pulled a door causing
her hand to get stuck. But when the parent checked CCTV
footage, he claimed that a teacher had shut the door from in-
side which led to his daughter's hand getting stuck. He fur-
ther alleged that his daughter was screaming in pain but the
teacher ignored her and went after the other kids. He also
checked the pre-school's door and found that it isn't function-
ing properly. No arrest has been made so far, tan

At 306, Mumbat
air quality very
poor, Delhi’s
better at 242

Chittaranjan.Tembhekar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A record dip in tem-
perature has seen Mumbai sur-
pass Delhi in air pollution. On
Monday, Mumbai’s air quality
index (AQI) was very poor at 306
against Delhi's 242,

After four days of bad air a
week before, Mumbai's air qua-
lity plunged into the very poor
category to 322 on Friday, near-
ing that of Delhi’s 326 just aday
ahead of the Mumbail marat-
hon. After alittle improvement,
though, Mumbai was back in
the very poor air quality zone
on Monday against Delhi's imp-
roving AQI amid biting cold.

According to the forecast by
the System of Air Quality and
Weather Forecasting And Rese-
arch (SAFAR), Mumbai's air
quality may stay very poorfora
few days. Experts said this com-
esasacaution for those with he-
art or lung diseases and for old-
er adults and children against
indulging in longer or heavy
exertion as it can trigger respi-
ratory issues.

An AQlof 0tol100is good, 100
to 200 moderate, 200 to 300 poor,
300 to 400 very poor and 400 and
more 1s severe,

On Monday, Navi Mumbai
at 3532, Chembur 347, Andheri
326, BEC 361 and Mazagaon 322
were the major contributors to
the city’'s poor AGQL By compari-
son, Colaba at 290, Malad 180,
Bhandup 139, Worli 125 and Bo-
rivlii 111 remained within the
moderate to poor range.

Deterioration of AQI is bei-
ng attributed to an abnormal
drop in surface temperature in
the distant Pacific Ocean which
expertssay isimpacting coastal
wind speeds around the city.

te. “In November 2022 since
there was no response to the
Rs 5,000 crore CC road tende-
rs, it was decided to draw new
tenders, with a revised sche-
dule of rates (SOR). The BMC
escalated the SOR by 20%, the-
reby cladding the unnatural
over-escalation by contracto-
rs to below 10% at first glance,
This gives a 40% hike in tend-
er prices to be won by contrac-

tors who emerge as the lowest
bidder: Effectively, this means
works that used to be comple-
ted at 80% of the estimated pr-
ice by the BMC(whichis high-
er than other cities), will now
be done at 120%, thanks to the
hike in SOR, by 20%. This he-
Ips sugarcoat the unnatural
over-escalated bidding by con-
tractors. almost by 40%." Aa-
ditya alleged. “Despite the ra-
pid hike of almost 40% in the
bid estimate price, the lowest
bidder in each of the 5 packa-
ges has quoted an average of
8% higher than the estimated
price. This takes the over-
escalated bids higher from
2021 by almost 48% on an av-
erage,” Aadityva had said.

When contacted, P Velra-
su, additional municipal com-
missioner (projects), said the
BMC was negotiating with
bidders and serutiny wason.

Chaitanya.Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: ShivSena(UBT)lea-
der and former minister Aadi-
tya Thackeray on Monday rai-
sed environmental concerns
over the BMC's mega 397km
cement concrete (CC) road
contracts. Demanding that the
Rs 6,080 crore road tenders be
scrapped, Aaditya asked 1f all
roads in Mumbai are concreti-
sed and if the city turns into
Joshimath, who will be re-
sponsible? He said no city in
the world has 100% CC roads.
Aaditya also wrote to mu-
nicipal commissioner Igbal
singh Chahal asking 10 gques-
tionson CC road contracts that
have come under fire for cost
escalation and alleged carteli-
zation by contfractors. When
asked if Shiv Sena (UBT) will
challenge the CC road project
in courts if 1t 1s not scrapped,
Aadityva replied that Sena will
only reveal its plan later and
for now he wanted other politi-
cal parties to make their stand
clear on this and raisea voice.
Once again targeting the
Shinde-Fadnavis government,
Aaditya asked who had propo-
sed 400km roads when there
were no elected corporators in
the BMC since March 2022,
“How appropriate is it for the

administrator to approve the
work of Rs6,000crore? Nowhe-
re were people’s representati-
ves asked when such a large
amountof work was being pro-
posed. How are you going to
show Rs 6,000 crore in the bud-
get? How many vears will be
required to complete 400km of
road works? Three to four year
tenders are not drawn at once,
right? This will lead to a finan-
cial crisis. One km road was
going to be built for Rs 10 crore.
Now it willcost Rs17 crore.”
Aaditva further said with
100% CC roads, much more ru-
noff rainwater will not perco-
late into the ground. "Already
there is concretisation every-
where in Mumbai. Where ear-
lier there were mud plains, co-
neretisation has been done, If
after these CC roads, Mumbai
turns into Joshimath, who is
responsible for this? Nocity in
the world has 100% concretisa-
tion. Noone has thought about
this. Such large-scale concreti-
sation is not good for Mumba-
i's environment. But the CM
has no knowledge or understa-
nding of such issues, If 400Kkm
roads are coneretised it will af-
fect the capacity of the land to
absorb rainwater and in that
situation there will be flooding
across the city. The current ro-
ad tenders are all about scale,

rd work rates by 8%; cos don’t budge if all rds concretised: Aaditya

scam and setting.” he said.
Aadityva said he wasasking
10 guestions to Chahal since
the BMC's response to his alle-
gations last week over a 66%
cost escalation was full of ano-
malies and missing details.
“The BMC claimed the cont-
ractors have national experi-
ence in building greenfield
projects like national highwa-
ys. But do they have any expe-
rienceof building roads in me-
ga cities like Mumbai where
there are underground utiliti-
es? Have theyv ever worked in
any city like Mumbai, Chen-
naior Delhi?” Aaditya asked.
The BMC on Monday said
it will meet the expenditure in
coming financial years for the
road works, “Expenditure for
5% mobilisation advance will
be incurred in the current fi-
nancial vear and further bud-
get provision will be made in
the coming years in a stagge-
red fashion,” the BMC said.
The BMC zaid CC roads wi-
1l be completed in 24 months,
excluding monsoon. “Traffic
police and other NOCs will be
obtained at the earliest to start
the works immediately” the
BMC said
Meanwhile, Aaditva also
slammed the Shinde-Fadnavis
government over the delay in
local body polls.
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Coponduty

at marathon
vomits blood,
dies in hosp

Tines News NeTwoRk

Mumbai: A 46-vear-old po-
lice constable Naik who
wason security monitoring
duty near Horniman circle
in Fort, died on Sunday eve-
ning after she vomited
blood. Kanchan Bhise, who
was posted with the special
branch (5B), and was on the
security monitoring duty
for a program felt dizzy and
fell. She later vomited blood
and the other police person-
nel present there, rushed
her to 5t George’s Hospital,
Bhise was admitted to the
ICU ward but died during
treatment.

She was attached to the
special branch unit of the
city police and was as-
signed to monitor the secu-
rity in the programme. The
special branch mainly
looks after the intelligence
gathering and monitoring
bandobast in various pro-
grams.

Bizman’s
cryptoa/c
hacked, 712L

siphoned off

Thane: A businessman lost
nearly Rs 12 lakh after the
accused hacked his crypto-
currency account and sip-
honed off USD15,097, the po-
licesaid. A police officer qu-
oting the complaint by the
37-vear-old victim from
Kandivli, said he owns a
company and had come to
Thane in November for so-
me official work. “Since the
past few years he has been
trading into cryptocurren-
cy throughnetbanking,” sa-
id the officer quoting the
complaint. The victim men-
tioned in his complaint,
while he was in Thane, so-
me unidentified person
hacked his Crypto account
online and siphoned off
USD15,097 which he had in-
vested in the account. The
amount was directly trans-
ferred into the bank acco-
unt of another company
the complaint stated. Sub-
sequently, hedid correspon-
dence with that company
and registered a complaint
online. The company with
which his eryptocurrency
was found told him that it
had seized the sum. The po-
licesaid further probeisun-
derway and an offence has
been registered on Satur-
day against the unidentifi-
ed person at Shrinagar poli-
ce station in Thane. T

Newborn flung
out of toilet: Kin
& doc quizzed

Navi Mumbai: The case of
murder registered against
the unmarried 19-vear-old
girl who threw her new-
born girl out of the washro-
om window of heraunt’s Ul-
we flat is now being probed
by assistant commissioner
of police, Turbhe division,
who is ascertaining the ac-
cused’s claim that no one
knew about her pregnancy,
Police have quizzed the te-
en'skinaswell asthedoctor
who gave her a painkiller.
“1 have recorded state-
ment of the doctor at the lo-
cal hospital, where she was
taken by her uncle and aunt
after she complained of ab-
dominal pain,” said Gaja-
nan Rathod, ACP (Turbhe
division). “1 have sought
opinion from the civil sur-
geon if the painkiller injec-
tion can induce labour and
lead to premature child
birth. If the doctor 1s found
guilty, he too will be boo-
ked,” Rathod added. tww

Decomposed
body found in
sewage tank

Thane: A highly decompo-
sed body of an unidentified
man was found in a sewage
disposal tank behind ESIS
hospital in Wagle estate
area, Monday afternoon,
police informed. The corp-
se was spotted around
1.30pm, after some youngs-
ters went to rescue a dog
that had fallen inside and
saw the body floating in the
water. Avinash Sawant, chi-
ef at the Thane RDMC said
the spot is deserted and the
tank seems to not be in use
for some time. muw

of 71.5 crore,

Accused Claimed To Know The ‘CEO Of iPhone’ & Other Companies

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: A mobile phone
retailer was duped of Rs1.49
crore by a man who claimed
to have tie-ups with phone
manufacturers, including
the “CEQ of iPhone.”

The complainant ended
up in heavy debt as he had
borrowed substantially to
make payments to the accu-
sed, The Malad police have
registered an FIR. The comp-
lainanttold the police that he
ran a retail phone shop in
Malad for the past 20 yvears.

He would place orders at
Dadarand Manish Market in

Masjid for stock. In 2018, he
got acquainted with Rehan,
the accused, who claimed to
have tie-ups with phone ma-
nufacturers and could there-
fore afford to get handsets
from the companies at much
lower prices.

Rehan sent pictures of
different handsets to the
complainant and told him
that an advance payment of
Rs 1.5 crore was reguired--
partly in cash and the rest in
bank transfers.

The complainant expres-
sed his inability topay sucha
huge amount at agoand said
hewould pay in instalments

Rehan claimed tobe acqu-
ainted with CEOs of various
phone companies. On one oc-
casion, he brought along an
individual to the complai-
nant's house and introduced
him asthe "CEQof iPhone.”

"The complainant star-
ted totrusthim," a police offi-
cer said. Between 2019 and
2021, the complainant made
various pavments to Rehan
through bank accounts ope-
rated by his relatives and fri-
ends, after promising tooffer
each of them a share in the
profits that his business wo-
uld eventually make. The
complainant's wife and his

MOAT AND SMALL FORT GUARD A TEMPLE OF LEARNING
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Society, Chembur, find it difficult to enter their college with sewage overflowing from a choked
manhole. With the problem persisting for over a year, a small cement wall was made around the
manhole by the BMC to divert the gutter water flowing onto the gate —Malay Shah

AND OUTSIDE A
TEMPLE OF HEALING

SICKENING: Look at the condition
of the footpath outside Apollo
Hospital, Belapur. Visitors are
forced to walk on the road,
jeopardising their own safety as
vehicles speed down Parsik Hill —
Venkatasubraman R

FAKE PLATE: MHO1 CH0224 is my
car number. | was surprised how
my parked car at my Dadar home
got a traffic challan in Byculla on
December 25. My car's number is
in English, the fake one is in
Marathi (inset) —Aspy Engineer

THESE PICTURES WERE TAKEN OVER THE LAST FEW DAYS

CITIZEN

REPORTER

.3 EEﬁStﬂrE
BE A SMART TOI

Keep mobile phone's
GPS on while clicking
and sending pictures

Describe exactly
where and when
picture was taken,
giving street names
and other locators

More photos, videos
on timesofindia.com

not Davos, Raut tells Shinde

Chaitanya.Marpakwar

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Shiv Sena (UBT)
MP Sanjay Raut on Monday
slammed chief minister
Ekanth Shinde over his visit
for the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos, Switzerland.
Raut said Shinde should go
to Gujarat instead of Davos
and bring back the invest-
ments that were snatched
away from under his nose.

Raut also hit out at the
BJP over Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi's visit to Mum-
bailater this week to inaugu-
rate a bunch of infrastruc-
ture projects.

Raut said the BJP was in
fact tarnishing the image
and reputation of Modi by
inviting him to Mumbai to
inaugurate projects which
were executed by the Maha
Vikas Aghadi(MVA).

"We don't know what the
state will get from Davos. But

Reactingto opposition's
barbs oninvestments being
wooed withaneye on BMC
elections, Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde quipped,
“Big investments too will
come, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi ji will also
come. We will ensure Mum-
baikars are happy.”

he (Shinde) must get the pro-
jects that left from under his
nose from Maharashira like
Airbus, Vedanta-Foxconn,
investments worth over Rs 2
lakh crore. Gujarat and oth-
er states took these projects,
if they aren't coming back
then there is no point in go-

ing to Davos. We know how
MoUs happen in Davos...no
one can prove how much ac-
tual investment comes from
there,” Raut said.

“Many projects like the
Airbus, Bulk Drugs Park and
Vedanta-Foxconn were com-
ing to Maharashtra, some
had come but they were
snatched away,” Raut said.

While deputy chief min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis had
pulled out of the four-day an-
nual meeting of World Eco-
nomic Forum commencing
from January 16, in Davos,
Switzerland, in view of PM
Modi's visit to the city on Ja-
nuary 19, CM Shinde left to
attend the convention,
where he is expected to sign
over half a dozen MolUs
worth Rs 1.4 1akh crore with
leading foreign industrial-
ists.

Shinde, too, is expected to
be back a day before the
prime minister arrives.

CITIZEN REPORTER _
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Go to Guj to get back projects,

brother also took out gold lo-
anstofund him.

After the complainant
had paid Rehan Rs 1.49 crore
totally, he claimed that the
godown where the handsets
had been kept at Mumbai
Central got destroyed in a fi-
re. He promised to make al-
ternate arrangements. But
the next time the complai-
nant called him, Rehan bla-
med transporters for the de-
lay. As days passed and the
complainant persisted, Re-
han allegedly threatened
him with dire consequences
and warned him of his un-
derworld links.

Maha Home
Guards to get
insurance for
death on duty

Mumbai: For thefirst time,
Maharashtra Home Gu-
ards are entitled to an insu-
rance cover in case of acci-
dent or death in the line of
duty, a top official said on
Monday.

Director General of Ho-
me Guards, Dr B. K. Upad-
hyvay handed over a cheque
of Rs 25 lakh to a home gu-
ard, Laxman Vithal Akha-
de who lost one leg in a se-
rious accident while on du-
ty on September 5, 2022,

“Similar to Maharash-
tra Police, the Home Gu-
ards have tied up with the
private sector's HDFC Bank
for the salary accounts of
its staff and also entitle-
ments to all insurance be-
nefits,” Dr Upadhyvay said.

Present were the benefi-
ciary Akhade, Additional
DGP Brijesh Singh, Addi-
tional SP of Raigad Atul
Zende, HDFC officers, and
other top officials.

With 45,000 personnel
including women and tech-
nicians, Maharashira Ho-
me (Guards is among the
biggest in the country and
servesasanauxiliarytothe
police force for maintai-
ning internal securitv.

Italsoservesasanemer-
gency force for specialised
tasks and has set up specia-
list arms like the border
wings, marine units, etc.
that work for the defence of
the country, ians

Raut’s Jammu

itinerary packs

in Rahul yatra,
Pandit meet

Sanjay.Khajuria
@timesgroup.com

Jammu: Shiv Sena MP San-
jay Raut will be arriving in
Jammu on Thursday on a
three-day tour and is sched-
uled to join the Rahul Gand-
hi-led Bharat Jodo Yatra and
a Kashmiri Pandits’ protest
for relocation. He will also
meet refugees from Pakis-
tan-occupied Jammu &
Kashmir and Sikh represen-
tatives, said a Shiv Sena
(UBT) politician on Monday
Manish Sahni, presi-
dent, J&K Shiv Sena, in a
press meet said Raut would
join Gandhi's vatra on Fri-
day and Saturday in Jammu.
Sahni and others from
the Shiv Sena have joined the
ongoing dharna of Kashmi-
ri Hindu emplovees posted
in the Valley and have ex-
tended full support to their
demand for relocation.
Sahni said the govern-
ment was making Kashmiri
Hindusscapegoats while ter-
rorist outfit The Resistance
Front, an offshoot of the LeT,
was threatening attacks.

Ahmed.Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: A month after the
fire in a building in Ghatko-
par claimed three persons, in-
cluding an 18-year-old stu-
dent, the police have regis-
tered an offence against the
building officials and the
management of the coaching
classes in the building.

The police slapped an FIR
against theofficialsof the Ga-
nesh co-operative housing so-
ciety and the management of
Kalrashukla classes under
Section 304-A (causing death
due to negligence), Section
336 (negligence), Section 337
(causing hurt by act endan-
gering life or personal safety
of others) and Section 338
(causing grievous hurt by act
endangering life or personal
safetvof others)of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC).

Afire broke outon Decem-
ber 16 in Madhav Apartment,
a ground-plus-six storey com-
mercial building near Ghat-

File pic

The fire brigade report blames
exposed overhead wiring and a
vulnerable meter box

kopar railway station. The
building housed a hospital,
coaching classes and clinics.
While Korshi Dedia (45)
died on the spot, 18-year-old
student Eidish Sahetya was
admitted to the National
Burns Centre in Airoli fro
treatment of burn injuries.
Sahetya succumbed to his in-
juries on December 26.
Anjali Biwalkar, who had
suffered 65% burn injuries in
the fire died on December 20.

Man dupes cellphone retaller Ghatkopar fire FIR names
threatens him  bldg officials, class mgmt

The police said that they
registered the offence based
on the fire brigade report,
The fire brigade Inspected
the spot and collected sam-
ples and concluded that over-
head wiring in the building
had been left exposed without
being securely covered and
the fire started in the meter
box and ignited the wiring.

The fire subsequently
spread from the ground floor
to the fifth floor

The office-bearers of the
Madhav apartment/Ganesh
society were negligent and it
was because of poorly main-
taining the electricity meter
cabin in the building that a
port circuit was broken out,
said the fire brigade report.
“There were no fire extin-
cuishers,” said the report.
The police said that due to the
negligence of officials of the
housing society as well direc-
tors of the Kalrashukla class-
es, the fire broke out and
three lives were lost.

CSMT redevelopment project

ManthankK.Mehta
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: On his arrival in
cityonJanuary 19, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will lay
the foundation stone of CSMT
redevelopment project that
will include segregation of ar-
rival and departure areas, a
disabled-friendly station, bet-
ter services for passengers, an
energy-efficient building, and
restorationof the heritagesite
built in 1930.

Modi will also flag off Met-
ro services on Phase Il of Line
2A and 7 in the Western sub-
urbs, and will do bhoomi pu-
janof BMC projects, including
concretisation of road, hospi-
tal and sewage treatment
plants, onJanuary 19.

A senior official said,
“CSMT redevelopment pro-
ject is worth Rs 18,000 crore,
The bidder 1s expected to be fi-
nalised next month, and there-
fore, bhoomi pujan of this pro-
ject is scheduled at the hands
of PM.” The project had got
the approval of the Union cab-
inet last September and the
Mumbai Heritage Conserva-
tion Committee has also given
its nod to railway ministry's
plan for CSMT station revamp.

Upon redevelopment, it
will provide multiple access
points to passengers for easy
commute and a direct linkage
between suburban railway
and harbour line. No vehicles
will be allowed at the GPO
side of the entrance, and the
square area that lies between
DRM building, long distance
entry/exit and rear side of
World Heritage building will
be made ‘pedestrian-only ar-
ea’. Some buildings behind
the World Heritage building
will be demolished and the
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Preparations are underway at BKC ground ahead of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's rally on January 19

BJP plans to mobilise 25k Muslim
participants for PM’s BKC address

Mumbai: BJP state secretary and ex-chairman of Maulana
Azad Minorities Finance Development Corporation Haider
Azam has said that he and his party workers would ensure at
least 25,000 Muslims attend the January 19 meeting which PM
Narendra Modi is scheduled to address at the BEC ground.
“We are mobilising Muslim participants from minority pock-
ets, like Mohammed Ali Road, Bandra, Kurla, Mira Road, Ma-
lad-Malvani, Mumbra and Bhiwandi. They will come in buses,
lorries, rickshaws and on bikes tolisten to Modiji,” said Azam,
the Muslim face of BJP in Maharashtra. Azam added that
many Muslim women, too, would attend the meeting as they
want to “thank” the PM for bringing in a law against the triple
talaq. “Triple talag worked as a sword over married Muslim
women. Modiji’s government has made a tough law against in-
stantdivorce or triple talagq, and cases of triple talag have sub-
stantially dropped,” said Azam. — Mohammed Wajihuddin

Mumbai division offices will
be shifted near P D'mello road
entrance. There will be full
integration with suburban
platforms by constructing a
suburban roof plaza which
will have an area of around
22,600 sq mtrs, It will be linked
with long distance train plat-
formstoo.

A Railopolisis planned atP
D’'mello road, which will have
a mall-like structure with pro-

vision for retail and F&B.
Around 2.5 lakh square metre
space between CSMT and By-
culla will be available for com-
mercial development. Of this,
1.4 lakh sgm will be available
at CSMT, 80,000 square metre
at Byculla and another 30,000
sq m at Wadi Bunder. Green
building technigues, such as
use of solarenergy, water con-
servation and improved tree
cover, will be adopied.

READYING HIMALAYA FOR THE CLIMB

5L Shanth Kumar

Three girders were launched earlier this month as part of Himalaya Bridge reconstruction. The bridge,
which had collapsed in March 2019, killing seven people, is expected to reopen to pedestrians next month

HC seeks NGO’s expertise in regulation of strays in Navi Mum soc

Picture for representakion
1

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Bombay high court
on Monday added the Non Go-
vernmental  Organisation
(NGO, Welfare of Stray Dogs
(WSD),asapartytoapetition,
toassistand lend itsexpertise
in handling technical and le-
gal aspects related to stray
dogs in and around Seawoods
Estate, and to help evolve a
mechanism on their care, gi-
ven the rise in their numbers.

The HC roped in WSDina
petition filed last vear by few
residents against manage-
ment of an upscale residenti-
al complex in Navi Mumbai
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A petition was filed against management of the soc over feeding of stray dogs

—Seawood Estate
(SEL)-over feeding of stray
dogs in the society premises.

Limited The residents, including se-
nior citizens, who feed strays,
in their petition sought or-

ders to the NaviMumbai Mu-
nicipal corporation (NNMC)
and Cideco * to identify and
confirm seven feeding sta-
tions” within the Seawoods
Estates, and a “proactive app-
roach” fromthe Statetowards

implementation of animal
protection laws.

The HC bench of Justices
Gautam Pateland S G Dige sa-
id WSD has been working for
decades in the field, it has

worked on neutering, vacci-

nating, feeding of stray dogs
and coordinates with local ci-

vic bodies in its work. Obser-

ving, “it is a matter of social
concern,the HC also that se-
nior counsel Zal Andhyaruji-

naand Shiraz Rustomjee may
be requested to appear for
WSD in the matter, In Decem-
ber 2021 the HC had restrai-
ned the housing society from
taking any coercive steps aga-
inst the petitioners over non-
payment of fines. The HC at
the time had also appointed
advocate Nausher Kohliasan
amicus (an impartial adviser
to the court) to help argue the
law and policy.

On Monday, lawver for the
petitioners, SiddhVidya said
some of them are senior citi-
zens, and the society had issu-
ed notice to prevent them
from having “domestic help,
dog walkers, car washers,”

last August. She said a notice
was sent to two residents over
unpaid dues in which it war-
ned them of restrictions as
mentioned in a ‘resident’s
handbook’.

The HC asked the society
lawyver Aditya Pratap, “by
what law can vou stop such
services.” Pratap said the so-
ciety has not cut their water
or power supply. He also said
the notice was not sent thro-
ugh him and he was not given
a copy. Justice Patel said,
“When court says ‘no coerci-
ve action’ it means no coerci-
ve action.’

Justice Patel after reading
the notice, orally said to the

society lawyer, “The Society
is acting as if the resident’s
handbook is the Constitution
of India. Wewill rubbish vour
handbook sofast, it is not fun-
ﬂ?};:”

Expressing its disappro-
val over six points in the
handbook including denial of
use of SEL's common facility,
denial of renewal of passes
for maids, drivers, mainte-
nancestaff orformajor main-
tenance of flat, denial of
plumber, electrician,carpen-
ter ormason, the HC asked Vi-
dvaaone page affidavit of the
residents grievance within a
week and gave time to Pratap
to reply thereafter,
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CBl wants
med panel to
assess Pune

builder health

Mumbai: With Pune builder
Avinash Bhosale, an accused
in a money laundering case,
being admitted to St George
Hospital sinee last October
and the CBI submitting that
it did not find any justifiable
reasons for his long stay, the
probe agency submitted bef-
ore a special court that a me-
dical board constituted by ex-
perts from AIIMS or any ot-
her board should assess him.
It was reported that he had a
covid-related illness. With
the court suggesting that the
JJ Hospital dean should be
approached and must refer
to the points that were alleg-
edly left unanswered by oth-
er doctors, the CBI sought
that its plea to be kept pen-
ding till January 20.

On January 10, the court
had pointed out that Bhosale
had been hospitalised for lo-
ng without anv update on his
health. It then said the ED sh-
ould depute staft to collect
details on his health. When
the CBEI filed a plea wanting
to intervene and sought the
constitution of a medical bo-
ard, the court said the CBI
was at liberty to depute its st-
aff tocollect the details. Tun

Wadia murder
bid: Petition to
make Mukesh
depose junked

Mumbai: A plea filed by an
accused in the industrialist
Nusli Wadia attempt to mur-
der case seeking the deposit-
ion of businessman Mukesh
Ambani as witness was reje-
cted by aspecial CBl courton

Monday. Rejecting the plea of

Ivan Sequeira, special judge
SPNaik Nimbalkarruled th-
at an accused cannot have a
say on whom the prosecuti-
On can summeon as witness,

In 2003, the court charged
Kirti Ambani, Arjun Babar-
ia, Sequeira and Ramesh Ja-
gothia for “criminally cons-
piring in 1988-89 to murder
Wadia. then chairman of Bo-
mbay Dyeing. The CBI had
opposed Sequeira’s plea. Kir-
ti Ambani, charged with “in
stigating and abetting the
commission of the offence”,
died in 2017, a vear after Wa-
dia deposed.

Sequeira had also moved
court alleging that the CBI
seemed to have been “wilful-
Iv shielding and frving to
avoid arrayving Mukesh Am-
bani as an accused although
the industrialist seemed to
be the mastermind’™. Tuw

Man held
with 760K
fake notes )

300 fake notes were recovered

Mumbai: A 33-year-old
man was arrested from Mal-
wani on Sunday with fake
currency notes of Ks&0,000.
The police acted on a tip-off
that accused Hanif Shaikh,
would appear at Ambhuj-
wadi slum in Malwani to
circulate the fake notes. A
trap was laid and Shaikh
was nabbed with 300 fake
notes of Rs 200 each. His
phone revealed more deta-
ils following which a raid
was carried out at Naigaon.
Cops recovered a computer,
colour printer used to make
fake currency notes, a lami-
nation machine, plain but-
ter paper, card reader, pen
drives, glue, hair dryer, cut-
ter, etc. Tan

FREEWAY TO GET 14KM EXTN TILL THANE
BUT IT WILL BE TOLL ROAD, WITH 4 RAMPS

The Eastern Freeway is slated to be
extended by 14km till Thane, with
entry/exit ramps at four locations
along the extension. This will take
the length of the Freeway to 31km
and provide signal-free commute
between south Mumbai and Thane.

Pic: Sanjay Hadkar

[ ]
Orange Gate

Manthan K Mehta reports
FREEWAY Lanes:
EXTENSION 3+3
= Origin | Chheda
Nagar Junctionon | Entry-exit ramps
EasternEguess 1 Chheda Nagar
Highway (EEH) at .
Ghatkopar 2 Kanjurmarg
: Junction

m End point | e
Anand Nagar in 3 Airoli-Mulund
Thane Link Road

4 Anand Nagar

- H Extn
- (Planned)

ﬁ Ongoing work |
'.. MMRDA is carrying out
at Chheda Nagar, The freeway

extension will be integrated
with this project, which

junction improvement

mch des ﬂyuver& WI” he determmed Iater
@ Costestimate: Status. Tem:!er cc:-ul-::l Deadiine;
£R 73, 100cy | befloated by Apri 5] 2006

EXISTING
FREEWAY

" Toll | Motorists will
E have to pay for using

sion (the existing Freeway is
tolifree). A toll booth will be set
up for the purpose. The amount

Origin | Orange Gate
on PD'Mello Road

The existing Freeway, at Ghatkopar

the Freeway Exten-

End point | Indian

Projected benefit | It will decongest
Eastern Express Highway, which carries
traffic between Thane and south Mumbai

Existing benefit | The Freeway helped
decongest Dr Ambedkar Marg, Raf

Ahmed Kidwai Marg, Port Trust Road
and also Eastern Express Highway at
the time it was opened in 2014. It also

ensured faster commute between South
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai

Prafulla Marpakwar
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The MLC polls for
the Nashik graduate constitu-
ency will be a straight but in-
teresting battle between Con-
gress rebel Satvajeet Tambe
and BJP rebel Shubhangi Pa-
til. It is the only seat in the
state where the two candi-
dates are in the fray without
the support of their respec-
tive parties while elsewhere a
straight contest ison the cards
between official nominees of
Congress, NCE Shiv Sena and
B.JE

A day after the veteran
Congressman and sitting leg-
islator from Nashik division,
Sudhir Tambe, was suspend-
ed by the AICC for his failure
to submit papers as a Con-
gress nominee and his son en-
tered the fray as an Independ-
ent, the Maha Vikas Aghadi
has extended support to Patil;
the BJP is vet fo decide on ex-
tending support to Tambe
though. “There is noquestion
of supporting the candida-
ture of Tambe, since he has
not asked for it. In the event,
he seeks support, then deputy

il iuncti GPO to Thane by road

g:: Jélggttilq%%ar 40m CM Devendra ngdnavis and
Mankhurd Link ].00 minutes ‘ after Freeway state BJP Drﬂﬂ{ﬂﬂllt Chan-
Road (GMLR) at present Eﬂerﬁiun drashekhar Bawankule will

measles death this year

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: An eight-month-
old baby girl from Saki Naka
passed away due to measles
last week, marking the sec-
ond death of the vear caused
by the disease and the 11th
since September. The city has
reported 600 confirmed cases
of measlessincetheoutbreak
beganlast vear, with the num-
ber of suspected cases sur-
passing 5.580.

Officials stated thatthein-
fant passed away on Saturday,
but the confirmation of mea-
sles as the cause of death
came on Monday The baby
had developed a fever on Ja-
nuary 3rd and subseguently
developed a cough and cold
two days later. On the seventh
day, the baby developed the

characteristic measles rash
all over her body. Despite at-
tempts to revive her, the
child's condition worsened
on Saturday and she ulti-
mately succumbed to the in-
fection. The official cause of
death is listed as acute respi-
ratory failure with bronchop-
neumonia with measles.
However, the BMC will con-
sider it as a suspected death
until it is confirmed by the re-
view committee.

The officials also revealed
that the child had not re-
ceived any measles vaccina-
tion, as she was not eligible
forit. According to civic data,
out of 5,003 children in the
age group of 6 months to 9
months in 22 health posts,
where measles cases were
more prevalent, 64% (3,182)

have been given the first dose
of the vaccine. The city of
Mumbai has seen a total of 78
outbreaks since last wvear,
makingitone of thelargestin
recent years. However, thesit-
uation is improving as daily
suspected cases are now
around 8-10, compared to a
high of almost 100 cases two
months ago, said a civic offi-
cial. Civic officials said mo-
bile teams are arranging vac-
cination for children living
with their parents in con-
struction sites and those who
move locations frequently. At
construction sites, 77 kids
were given the first shot of
measles-rubella vaccine and
33 were given the second one.
At nomadic sites, 92 children
were given the first dose and
41 the second dose.
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Univ students still

to list on Academic
Bank of Credits

Yogita.Rao@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Asalargenumber of
college students bank on pre-
paid cards for their mobile ph-
ones and switch theirnumbers
often, it has become a challen-
ging task to get them registe-
red on the Centre's Academic
Bank of Credits (ABC). While
colleges said the process star-
ted about amonth ago, it is still
to pick up as several students
donot havea mobile number li-
nked to their Aadhar cards. At
least two deadlines set by the
Mumbai University have alre-
ady passed.

As a prerequisite for smo-
oth mobility of students acr-
085 higher education institut-
ions under the National Edu-
cation Policy, students need to
mandatorily register with the
ABC, an initiative of the Union
ministry of education. The
ABC will digitally store the ac-
ademic creditsof studentsear-
ned from higher education in-
stitutions and will help in cred-
it transfers and also verificati-
on of degrees and credits. Co-
lleges say it is not a difficult
task, but likely to take time due
to technical problems,

“Many students keep swit-
ching their numbers based on
the voice and data offers avai-
lable with service providers.
As a result, their mobile num-

bers are not linked to their Aa-
dhar cards. Since they have to
register it at their end, we have
no option but to wait for them
tocomplete the process,” saida
principal. Another said they
are trying to expedite the proc-
ess by makingthe ABC registr-
ation mandatory for collecting
marksheets.

“We hope that they will get
their current numbers linked
to the Aadhar cards soon in or-
der to get their marksheets,”
said the principal.

The university had first se-
nt a circular in October last ve-
ar and given colleges a deadli-
ne till mid-November: In anot-
her circular issued on Decem-
ber 31, the university gave a de-
adline of January 3. Both dea-
dlines have passed. Principals
said it is likely to take much
more time. A student requires
Aadhar card, birthdate and a
mobile number linked with
the Aadhar card to register on
abc.govin or wwwdigilocker
oov.in portals for the process.

A state higher education
department official said they
have been holding orientation
programmes and campaigns
with university representati-
ves to get students registered
at the earliest. “We are addres-
ging all the technical queries
that are coming from stu-
dents,” said the official.

Ist boards: Colleges ]1ttery for

Sandhya Nair@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: As Std X and XII ex-
ams will be held in physical
mode with 100% syllabus and
no concessions for the first ti-
me since the Covid outbreak,
junior colleges are worried ab-
out their HSC students who
will be technically writing th-
eir first boards next month.
The 2022-23 batch of class
X1I students that will appear
for the state board exams start-
ing February 21 did not get to
write its SSC 2020-21 papers
when exams across boards we-
re cancelled due to Covid.

They were assessed on the ba-
sisof their internal marks.
Colleges are worried as st-
udents are jittery “We condu-
cted a preliminary test in Dec-
ember and the performance of
students was not up to the ma-

POST-COVID ‘STRESS’

rk. Another test is underway
and students still seem nervo-
us,” a Mulund college princip-
al said. Principals said it was
evident from the prelims that
students were still struggling
to write for long hours.

Last vear, HSC and 55C stu-

dents were given an additional
0 minutes to write their exa-
ms besides getting their own
schools and colleges as centr-
es. “The board should go easy
on HSC students considering
that it is their first big exam. It
should have retained the extra
time this year too,” a Matunga
college principal said,
According to college hea-
ds, under normal circumstan-
ces, HSC students are relaxed
as they have gone through the
stress in Std X. “When these st-
udents were in SSC, there was
uncertainty over their exams,
which were cancelled at the la-

Shinde group
says its men
forcibly taken
into UBT fold

Manoj.Badgeri
@timesgroup.com

Thane: The tussle between
the two factions of the Shiv
Senaseemsto havemovedon
from staking claim to shak-
has to blatantly poaching
politicians, hintingatamore
aggressive fight in the com-
ing days as the civic elec-
tions draw closer:

Spokesperson  Naresh
Mhaske of the Balsaheban-
chiShivSena accused the Se-
na (Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray)of having “forci-
bly  inducted”  Eknath
Shinde local supporters and
activists into its camp and
randomly assigned them
with responsibilities.

The Shiv Sena (UBT) dis-
missed the claims.

Mhaske was addressing
the media with former cor-
porator Bhaskar Patil, who
he claimed had been forcibly
appointed as a functionary
inthe UBT faction recently,

The Thackeray faction
has also complained to the
municipal commissioner
about former corporators
from the Shinde faction us-
ing facilities at the civic HQ
despite their tenure ending
last year. It appealed to com-
missioner Abhijit Bangar to
either stop this misuse or al-
low the common citizens to
alsousethefacilities.

HSC kids

st minute. Now, they are under
stressas HoC isafarmorecru-
cial exam,” said a principal.
Colleges are counselling their
HSC students to face the upeo-
ming board exams. This year,
students will travel to exam ce-
nires allotted by the board as
was done betore Covid.

The CBSE began its first
phaseof counsellingfromJan-
uary 9this yvear; instead of Feb-
ruary as in the previous years.
Interactive Voice Response Sy-
stem for time and stress man-
agement and tele-counselling
have been provided for its Std
X and XII students.

MLC polis: Nashik to see
Cong, BJP rebels fight

take a decision in consulta-
tion with the BJP high com-
mand,” BJP spokesperson
Keshav Upadhyve said.

In a letter to Sudhir
Tambe, the head of AICC'sdis-
ciplinary action committee,
Tarig Anwar, said instead of
filing nomination papers be-
fore the due date, Tambe had
put up his son Satyajeet as an
independent candidate with
the support of the BJE “You
areprimafacieguilty of grave
indiscipline,” Anwar said in
hisletier. Satvajeet Tambe has
described the AICC action as
unfair and a figment of imagi-
nation of detractors of the
families of Tambe and Con-
gress legislature party leader
Balasasheb Thorat, who is
Sudhir Tambe's brotherin-
law;

In the Nagpur division
teacher’s constituency, BJP
has re-nominated N G Ganar
as its nominee, while Con-
gress has nominated Vidarb-
ha Madhyamik Shikshak
Sangh president Sudhakar
Adbale. In a related develop-
ment, NCP has expelled rebel
candidate Satish Itkelwar
who is contesting on his own
from the division while Shiv
Sena nominee Gagadhar
Nakde has withdrawn his

nomination as per the agree-
ment in the MVA.

In Amravati graduate con-
stituency, there will be a
straight contest between sit-
ting legislator Ranjeet Patil
(BJP) and Congress nominee
Dhiraje Lingade. In Konkan
division teachers’ constituen-
cy, sitting legislator Balaram
Patil of PWPF, supported by
MVA, will take on BJP's Gya-
neshwar Mhatre, who was
earlier with the Shinde fac-
tion of the Shiv Sena, but
shifted to BJP. In Marathwada
division teachers’ constituen-
cy, NCP has re-nominated Vik-
ram Kale against BJP's Kiran
Patil. NCP has expelled rebel
candidate Pradeep Salunke
for filing nomination papers
against the party’sadvice,

The otherwise routine
MLC elections have generated
interest following theentry of
former state youth Congress
president Satvajeet Tambe as
an independent and the fail-
ure of his father to contest on
a Congress nomination fol-
lowing which the senior
Tambe was suspended for an-
ti-party activities. Besides,
the MVA's efforts to forge a
consensus around candidates
has also made the elections
more competitive.

Baby succumbs; second Criminal held in robbery case after

Bollywood-style chase by police

Ahmed Ali@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: In a chase that could put in the
shade anv Bollywood potboiler, a police
sub-inspector suffered severe injuries
but managed tonabawanted criminal in
Chembur in the early hours of Monday.
Theaccused, Azim Salim Shaikh (28),
who is wanted in a robbery case, tried to
flee police custody by running on to rail-
waytracks, risking hisownlifeand those
of the cops after him. However, a dete-
rmined sub-inspector Kiran Mandhare
managed to nab Shaikh and hold on to
him despite getting repeated blows to his
knees till his colleagues rushed in and
overpowered the history sheeter.

Azim Salim Shaikh with the police team

On Sunday, Shaikh, who has 7-8 seri-
ous offences such astheft, robbery, dacoi-
tv and assault against him, had gone to
Faroog Galli at Vashinaka with an iron
rod, threatened one Suresh Mahtre and
snatched Rs 1,000 from his pocket. When

Mahtre protested, Shaikh assaulted him
with the rod before fleeing the place. Ma-
htre got an FIR filed against Shaikh, and
police began their hunt for him.

On getting a tip-off that Shaikh was

likely to come to Islampura in Chembur,
RCF police formed a team consisting of
Mandhare, ST Anil Devre, and constables
Khaire, Raut and Kurte. All of them fan-
ned out in different directions in their
hunt for their target. However, Shaikh
suddenly ran on to a goods train frack
and PSI Mandare managed to catch hold
of him afterachase. But with Shaikhtry-
ing to overpower the cop and escape, a
fight broke out between the two, result-
ing in both falling into a nearby gutter,
Shaikh grabbed a stone and began slam-
ming it on Mandare’s knees, but the cop
managed to hold on to the criminal for at
least 10 minutes and raised an alarm be-
fore his team members rushed in and
overpowered Shaikh.,

Mandare was treated for his knee in-
juries and discharged. Police have filed a
fresh case against Shaikh under the IPC
sectionsforassaultand preventinga pub-
lic servant from performing his duty,
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In better footpath PIL, HC asks
state and BMC about its policy

Swati.Deshpande
@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Taking up a PIL suo
motu over lack of walking spa-
ce for pedestrians in the city the
Bombay high court on Monday
asked what the policy was on fo-
otpaths.

The HC bench of Justices
Gautam Patel and S G Dige as-
ked the state government plea-
der and civie lawyers to find out
and observed that there has to
be something to regulate what
can and cannot be on pave-
ments. For instance, bus stops
can stay on footpaths and police
need shelter, too, and asked: “Is
there apolicy on fruit vendors?”

The bench added orally:
“BMC cannot widen the road
and narrow the footpath... Dis-
abilitv rampes also have to be ac-

cessible.” The next hearing will
be after two weeks,

Last November, the HC had
converted a petition by two
shopkeepers into a suo motu
(on its own) PIL to deal with the
larger issues of palirv pave-
ment space, obstructions on
them and the policy on maintai-
ning sidewalks. “Everywhere
there are obstructions of pave-
ments and sidewalks, impeding
pedestrian movement,” the HC
had ohserved.

On Monday, the court obser-
ved orally: “Pedestrians must
also observe rules meant for
them, crossing where you like is
not on... But wheream I (the pe-
destrian) supposed to walk. We
have every category of structu-
re {on the pavements).”

[t told state government ple-
ader Purnima Kantharia: “We

are not asking you to remove
the police chowkies or bus
stops... but we must know the
policy — who has rights to be
there?”

While directing the registr-
ation of the PIL, the HC had sa-
id: “...such sidewalks as exist
are virtually unusable because
of their shoddy maintenance,
uneven, broken or damaged
surfaces and other problems.
Almost no sidewalk isusable by
or accessible to senior citizens
and others with walking and
physical disabilities. Those
who are wheelchairenabled
are simply unahle to use our si-
dewalks and pavements. In ma-
ny places, the sidewalks have gi-
ven way to road-widening. We
are unable to see how, once the-
re is a hawking policy in place,
hawking can be permitted out-

sideof it. Wealsodonot see why
milk booths and other construc-
tions are permitted to occupy
almost the whole of a sidewalk.,
forcing pedestrians on to roads,
which is unarguably dangero-
us.”

It added: “We also question
whether stalls (even of a so-cal-
led ‘temporary’ nature, altho-
ugh these last for decades and
seem only to grow in size) can
and should be permitted on the
available sidewalks. Globally
the trend in city planning is to-
wards greater pedestrianisa-
tion.”

It had pointed out the BMC
had an obligation to provide
continnous and usable foot-
paths, make them suitable for
use by the physically challeng-
ed and to encourage pedestria-
nisation.

Parents protest as
school plans to shut
Cambridge section

Doctor duped
of 72.5 lakh in
crypto scam

Mumbai: A 27-vear-old doe-
tor from Malad East lost Rs
2.0 lakh after she fell for an
online cryptocurrency
scam. The Kurar police re-
gistered an FIR on January
15. The complainant works
at a hospital in Malad East.
OnJanuary 12, she received
a message from a woman
claiming to be an HR execu-
tive. Shesentheralink toin-
vest incryptocurrency. T

PWD removes
speed breaker
post biker’s death

Navi Mumbai: PWD-Uran
office has removed illegal
speed breaker erected oppo-
site Rambaug garden in
Nhava creek village. The
speed breaker was erected
on Nhava Creek and Shivaji
Nagar road, Ulwe, causing
the death of a biker. Acti-
vists have raised concern
over PWD taking no action
against those who had
constructed it, Tun

Pradeep Gupta

Kalvan: The parents of stu-
dents in Podar International
School, Kalvan were left in a
tizzy when the school sudden-
ly announced on Monday that
it was shutting down its Cam-
bridge International Board
section. More than 200 parents
gathered in front of the school
and protested against the deci-
sion. The school administra-
tion called a meeting of the
management of Podar School
on Thursday

According to the parents,
the school is asking them to
discontinue this board, citing
losses.

PradeepMutha, whosetwo
children are studving in the
school, said, "The school is
saying they are suffering loss-
eswhilethereality isthat they
areusing the same infrastruc-
ture for three sections — CIE,
CBSE and ICSE — and also
charging a good amount of

fees.” Another parent Dipesh
Hasija said, “The main prob-
lem is that both the boards
have Hindi and Marathi lan-
guages which were not in ICE.
In such a situation, how will
kids learn these languages
when their basics are not
clear”

Girish Kamath, General
Manager, Podar Education
Network said, “The school has
proposed a gradual closure of
thelGCSE classesattheendof
the Academic Year 2023-24 in
April 2024 (after a period of
about 15 months). The school
has given multiple options for
the reallocation of the stu-
dents to other Podar Educa-
tion Network schools of vari-
ous boards over the coming
vear and a half as per the con-
venience of the parents.”

Kamath said the school
has initiated discussions with
the parents to plan for the
eventual shifting of the stu-
dents by April 2024,

Govt gets back
Zlcr extra paid
as Covid relief

Pune: At least 200 people
have returned the addition-
al Covid ex gratia paid till
January 15 in the state follo-
wing warnings of FIR, Ma-
harashtradisaster manage-
ment officials said on Mon-
dayv The amount returned
totalstoabout Rslcrore, re-
ports Nisha Nambiar,
Thedepartment has been
granting Rs 50,000 to the rela-
tives of Covid victims as per
the SC's order. As many as
2053 applications were und-
er scrutiny for additional pa-
youts of Bs 50,000 each, an of-
ficial said. While Rs 98.5 la-
kh has been recovered, thr-
ee applicants have pledged
to return the amount, tak-
ingthetotal to Rs1crore.
The department said cl-
aims were raised twice in
most cases and even thrice
in some. Officials said the
discrepancies occurred as
relatives of the victims had
filed applications from diff-
erent districts in many cas-
es, which were cleared by
the disaster management
officials of the given areas.

BOYS TO MEN: EAGER TO DON THE KHAKHI

Candidates undergo height and chest measurement appraisal for cop recruitment at Police Sports Ground at Saket in Thane on Monday morning
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Anil Shinde

CM, Dy CM
send chadars to
Ajmer Dargah

Mumbai: Chief Minister Ek-
nath Shinde, deputy CM De-
vendra Fadnavis and speaker
Rahul Narwekar have sent
chadars or shawls to be pre-
sented at the Sufi saint Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti’s tomb
at Ajmer: The Urs or death an-
niversary of the saint begins
ondJanuary Traditionally, dig-
nitaries from across the co-
untrv send chadars as tribute
to the Sufi saint.

Police arrest
cousin sister for
Z20L gold theft

Kalyan: The police have ar-
rested the cousin sister of a
woman for stealing 40 tola
gold worth Rs 20 lakh from
her house. The police said
that when the complainant,
Priva Saxenahad gonetoat-
tend a family funection, her
cousin Simran Patil (27) sto-
le the house key and locker
key, entered the woman's
house and committed the
theft.—Pradeep Gupta

Ahmed.AliZtimesgroup.com

Mumbai: The Directorate
of Revenue Intelligence
(DRI) probing the fake ex-
port racket and custom duty
evasion racket, have arres-
ted two bullion traders who
were found to be involved in
hawala transactions.

The DRI had last week ar-
rested Ashok EKumar Vel-
chand Jain alias Matka (60),
a resident of Navjeevan So-
ciety in Tardeo and Hiralal
Jain (64), a resident of S
Nimkar Marg, Byculla, un-
der the Customs act. When
DRI officials had gone to As-
hok Jain's home, he had hid
himself ina wall cabinet.

Their names cropped up
during the interrogations of
two arrested exporters Ma-
haveer Jain and Mahendra
Singh of Zee Bullion. In Ju-
nelast vear the nodal agency
had also raided their office

- Bullion trader hides |
-~ self behind cabinet
to evade arrest, held

and had seized 4.5kg gold
worth Rs 2.07
Rs1.39 crore cash.
The DRI had carried out
a search at the office of Kas-
hish Metals having Import
Export Code (ICE) covering
under shipping bills being
exported in contraventionto
the provisions of Customs
act from the Customs office
at Bharat Diamond Bourse
at BEC. Officials said gold
contents in the goods men-
tioned were less than 0.5%
and provided a certificate in-
corporating the same along
with its value. Officials said
Rs1.39 crore seized was pro-
ceeds of the sale of gold bul-
lion to Ashok Jain (@Matka.
Hiralal Jain admitted
that he doubles as broker of
scrap material and hawala
transactions and earns 1-
1.5% commission. He said
Mahaveer used to send mo-
ney outside India via him.
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Two break into
store, steal T2L
silver jewellery

Navi Mumbai: Two bur-
glars broke into a jewellery
store in Airoli on Monday
past midnight and decam-
ped with 3kg silver orna-
ments worth Rs 2 lakh, Se-
nior police inspector of Ra-
bale police station Dulba
Dhakane said, "The burgla-
ry took place at Naveen Je-
wellers around 2.30am. The
burglars damaged CCTV
and took away the DVR. tnn

171 power theft:
3 who hit MSEDCL
staffers booked

Mumbai: Three power con-
sumers who were part of a
oroup that allegedly man-
handled 10 MSEDCL engi-
neers and other workers on
January 11, have been boo-
ked in Rs 17.7 lakh power
theft cases. The engineers
had gone to the site at Am-
bernath tocheck electricity
meters when they were at-
tacked, official said. Copsfi-
led FIR on Monday. tun

RAJENDRA INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL
SCIENCES,RANCHI

Phone: 0651-2541533
Email: rimsranchi@rediffmail.com

E-Tender Notice

E-tender 1s invited for supply and installation of
Medical machines/ Equipments/ Instruments/ for
Installation of ABG test (Free of Cost) at four sites on 24
X 7 basis for the Department of CTVS, New Trauma
Centre. Neurosurgery Department And NICU with man
power on Reagent Rental Basis for ten years in RIMS,
Ranchi on turnkey basis in two bid system ( Technical bid
and Price bid) from the original equipment
manufacturer/ authorised dealers/ firms/ agency only
through e-tender process. The whole document with
terms and conditions can be viewed on the website
https://jharkhandtenders.gov.in. Interested bidders may
apply as per eligibility.

Director
Rajendra Institute of Medical
Sciences, Ranchi

PR 287518 Rajendra Institute of
Medical Sciences(22-23).D

UT ADMINISTRATION OF DADRA & NAGAR HAVEL| AND DAMAN & DIU

Public Works Department

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
Special repairs to Sub Jail building at Silvassa, (3rd Call)
On line downloading start of

tender documents

Last date & Time for Receipt of
Bid/Uploading Bed

Online Cpening of Technical Bid
On line opening of Price Bid

12.01.2023 18.00 Hrs

19.01.2023 12.00 Hrs

19.01.2023 15.30 Hrs

For details please scan 19.01.2023 16.00 hrs.

- (if possible)
ggfﬁ;ﬁ:ﬁ T1@‘wé]'rlg.ajI.l:::n:mw ID.No. 2023_UTDNH_6282_1
0260 2642350 : Sdl.fz- .
lic. Executive Engineer, PW.D.I, (Building), DNH, Silvassa Dxﬁmwﬁﬁﬁm]
oA NNC0 VEJon 205 ST AR 120D Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
No. IP/DMN/2/5/2022-23/1228, dtd. 13/01/2023 Silvassa

Mg (3fgan) fafnes
IREL (India) Limited
(A Govt, of India Undertaking - Dept. of Atomic Energy)
CIN:U1500MH1950GOI1008187
Rare Earths Division, Kochi, Kerala, email: purchase-red@irel co.in
An |SO 9001, 14001 & 45001 Company

UT ADMINISTRATION OF DADRA & NAGAR HAVELI AND DAMAN & DIU

GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL, DAMAN
AUCTION NOTICE

Auction for unserviceable items of
Govt. Hospital, Daman

For details ol Auction Notice No.:
Or CeTANS preasa scan GHD/DNH&DD/unservic/Auct. Notice/2022-
www.daman.nic.in
7574829801 ST
Start date of Auction - 11.01.2023
Last date of Auction + 27.01.2023

The Medical Superintendent, Govt. Hospital, Daman

TENDER NOTICE
IREL (India) Limited, Rare Earths Division invites tender for the
following item/job description:

Awvailability of tenders in the website
17.01.2023 14.00 Hrs.

Description

QOutsourcing of material
charging in MPP and
Calciner Operation

Construction of RCC
Trenches No. 27-28-29

For details visit the following websites http://bit.ly/mstcirelil,
http://bit.ly/cpppirelil

www.irel.co.in/tender-information

Any corrigendum/extension to the above tenders shall be
hosted in the above websites only.
Date: 17.01.2023

18.01.2023 14.00 Hrs.

GM & Head, RED

No. IP/DMN/2/5/2022-23/1224, dtd. 13/01/2023

KONKAN RAILWAY CORPORATION LIMITED

oy (A Government of India Undertaking)

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Konkan Railway Corporation Limited, invites open tender through
E-tendering on IREPS Portal from eligible In Train Vending
Contractors to Award Contract for Supply of Tea/Snacks, Lunch
and Dinner between Panvel to Mangalore Junction in Trains
Running over Konkan Railway. Tender Notice No. CO-16031-23-
2023-COMM, dated 16.01.2023. Closing Date & Time 15:00 hrs
on 07.02.2023 for submission of online offers/bids. Manual offers
shall not be accepted. Please visit www.ireps.gov.in website for
details and participation. Corrigendum/addendum will be hosted
inthis website only.

SCIENCE CITY
! Ministry of Cultura & umit of National Council of Science Museums)
Gowmmmant of India

Ministry of Culture, Government of India
J.B.5. Haldane Avenue, Kolkata - TO0046, Ph : 033-2885 4343

Notice inviting e-TENDER (SCCY-15014/30(442)/A)

Digitally signed E-tenders are invited for the work of
‘Reconstruction of Outer dome structure of Main Auditorium
at Science City, Kolkata' at an estimated cost of Rs, 137.50
Lakhs. Reputed and experience Civil Contractors may visit
https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app and search for tender |D:
2023 NCSM_ 734865 1 for details of this e-tender. Contact Civil
section for site visit,

(Deemed University) 4
Panch Marg, Off Yari Road, Versova,
Andheri (West), Mumbai-400061
Tel, No. 022-26361446/7/8,
Web Site: www.cife.edu.in

@' ICAR - CENTRAL INSTITUTE OF FISHERIES EDUCATION ;i‘)

b

) WEAYRsT Yferd SATaTe U S| ETn
EEALMERE]

Frgteg gitgroeT o=, wewer 0%, g maiE-08
HHTe-462008, Mobile No. : 9425601545
i-ﬁ_ﬂ : mpphidebpl3@gmail.com

. -HugaTaAtaf/ 53/ 9/ MIaTH-03/a9/23  HidTe, 2. : 16.01.23

Fapiear ud gt Fo sreng & i e 2 e #.-19/2022-23
(F-Ffaer #.-245082, 245085) T #1 A & | FfEET gu= st
fEAIF-14.02.2023 |G 5:00 T4 9% @OE UF TEEA AGAE
% o "%q 2\ f9gd [iEer g9 oF o 999 Portal
https://www.mptenders.gov.in T @@ AT T&Hd el

H.9. AR 108167/2023 OISR E]

Inviting quotations for hiring of services
of Labour Consultant for EPF Matters.
For detalls, please visit our website:
http/www.cife.edu.in

Sd/-
Administrative Officer

CORRIGENDUM TO

FX

MAHAVITARAN TENDER NOTICE

Tenders are invited for Appointment of Advanced Metering
Infrastructure (AMI) Service Provider for Smart Prepaid
Metering in MSEDCL (Maharashtra), India on DBFOOT basis
under RDSS Scheme against MSEDCL advertised Tender on
website with details as under:

KRIBHCO

Cooporative and beyond..,

PRE QUALIFICATION OF MANUFACTURERS FOR SUPPLY OF HDPE/PPIBOPP BAGS

Krishak Bharati Cooperative Limited (KRIBHCO) a multi-unit Cooperative Society with
a gigantic fertilizer complex at Hazira (Surat) intends to draw a comprehensive list of pre-
qualified manufacturers for supply of HOPE/PPBOPP bags to meet the packaging
requirement of 11 Crore bags per annum for packing fertilizers at Hazira Plant and varicus
ports situated on eastern & western coasts of India. Tenders for these bags will be invited
from pre-gualified manufaclurers only, Reputed manuiacturers of above Bags may apply
for pre-qualification with complete details on their letter heads in the prescribed formal
which can be downloaded from our website www.kribhco.net. Application{s) with
complete details in the prescribed format alongwith the required documents will be
received upto 07.02.2023.

Tender No. Region Estimated| Due date
Amount in for
Rs. Crore | Submission
MMD/T-NSC- | Aurangabad Region| 3,676.70 | 14/02/2023
01/0123 (Including Jalgaon
and Nashik Zone)
MMD/T-NSC- | Nagpur Region 3,283.04 | 14/02/2023
02/0123
MMD/T-NSC- | Konkan Region 3,930.56 | 14/02/2023
03/0123 (Excluding Nashik
and Jalgaon Zone)
MMD/T-NSC- | Pune Region 4.418.49 | 14/02/2023
04/0123

Application may be sent to | S.L. Pandya, General Manager (Project),
Krishak Bharati Cooperative Limited,
KRIBHCO Bhawan, A-10, Sector-1, NOIDA-201 301, (U.R)

CBC 48129/12/0084/2223

National Competitive Bidding

Procurement of Goods
(Single Stage Two-Envelope Bidding Process with e procurement)

Directorate of Handloom & Sericulture

(Industry Department)
Vikash Bhawan, Baily Road, Patna- B00015

INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTERESTS (EOI)

No. 3/2022-23

Testing Devices at Health
Facilities - Telemedicine
spokes in Uttarakhand

Name of Non Consulting Bid Security Cost of Period of
Service (INR) Document (INR) completion
Supply of Point of Care 24 Lakh 5000 Within 80 days

of signing the

contract
Program (NHDP).

SCHEDULE
® Date of publishing E Tender - 17/01/2023

SUBMISSION OF BIDS

procurement website address is https.//uktenders.gov.in

@ Starting Date of online submission of bids - 17/01/2023
@ Closing Date of online submission of bids - 13/02/2023, till 3:00 PM (IST)

For further details, tender document availability and online submission of bids, the E

Project Director,

Uttarakhand Health System Development Project
2" Floor, Red Cross Building

Danda Lakhaund, Sahastradhara road
Dehradun-248001, Uttarakhand

PR- 13502(Industries) 2022-23

Expression of interests (EOI) are invited for preparing a panel for Cluster
Development Executive to engage them in Cluster Development Programme
(CDP) at various places of the state under National Handloom Development

The CDE should have Diploma in Handloom Technology (DHT), preferably
with an experience of working 2 years, CDE should have the basic knowledge

of computer (knowledge of computer MS Word/Excel/Power Point), basics of
accounts etc, and he/she will be responsible to maintain records & managing
all activities, The application form is available on the website
state.bihar.gov.in/industries.

The eligible candidates interested in rendering their services as CDE may
submit Eol in sealed envelope, superscribing the title "Eol for engaging CDE of
CDP under NHDP" within 21 days of the date of the advertisement to Director,
Handloom & Sericulture, Directorate of Handloom & Sericulture (Industry
Department), Vikash Bhawan, Baily Road, Patna- 800015.

Director
Handloom & Sericulture, Bihar, Patna

G-21697/22 H
TR H Wraur g2, auE ghe 2l |

For details, please visit website: hitps://etender.mahadiscom.in/
eatApp/
HO PR 14/2023

Chief Engineer (MMD)

U BT WAHMIRY &1 i far o & i 3919 20.00.022 F1 09 e
w8849 (RCD) 2022-23 & #Wreaw ¥ Weablera fAfdar = {u-n weE
~RCD/Road/Hilsa/12/2022-23 &1 smNerd &Rvae ¥&g fdar o & |

PR. No.13367 (RCD) 2022-23

Y B 4R, q4iE B JAI IRAR|

Tenders are invited by the High Court of Madhya Pradesh from experienced
and reputed firms/organizations/ Original equipments manufacturer (OEM) for the
“Supply, Installation, Commissioning, Maintenance of computer hardware articles
under "buyback” and Rate Contract for the High Court and District Judiciary in the
State of Madhya Pradesh”. The last date of online tender submission is 08" February,
2023 before 06:00 P.M. (mandatory). The sealed tender complete in all respect
addressed to "Registrar General, High Court of Madhya Pradesh, Jabalpur® must be
submitted before 05:00 P.M. on 08" February, 2023 (mandatory). The technical bids
of the tender shall be opened on 10" February, 2023 at 11:00 A.M. The detailed tender
document is available in the official website of the High Court of Madhya Pradesh

g2y Ferator frammen, wa wesa, e (anere)

Email ID:- ee-rd-hil-bih@gow.in
IGELE RS Gl

CAL N IGE R GE LR
gy fmbor R, gy gwvea,
feerar (Ara-=1) |

HIGH COURT OF MADHYA PRADESH : JABALPUR

NOTICE INVITING TENDER
(SECOND CALL)

Sd/-
REGISTRAR GENERAL
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IN FRESH HIT ON GEHLOT, PILOT SLAMS RAJ FOR

HUMAN-TRAFFICKING CONVICT DALER MEHNDI SEEKS

TARGETING ‘PETTY TOUTS' IN PAPER-LEAK PROBE REISSUANCE OF PASSPORT TO PERFORM ABROAD

Inclusmn of govt reps in collegiums

part of follow-up on new MoP: Rijiju

Rijiju’s remedy is a poison pill for
judiciary: Cong’s Jairam Ramesh

Three killed as - Woman feeding dogs hurt in hit-&-run
cars collide on ) Chandigarh, retired Major arrested

samruddhl : Chandigarh: Aretired Majorof theln-  causinghurtbyendangeringlifeor per-
Expressway . dian Army was on Monday arrestedin =~ sonal safety of others under sections
: Mohali for a hit-and-run incident that 279and 337 of the IPC.

Soumitra.Bose@timesgroup.com : occurred two days ago, in which CCTV footage showed Te-

. his allegedly speeding SUV lefta jashwita feeding strays near the
Nagpur: Two Nagpur resi- : 25-vear-old woman grievously Sector 53 furniture market at
dents were among three killed : wounded while she was feeding 11.39pm on Saturday when a ve-
on the spot in another ghastly : straydogson theroadside. | hicle knocked her down and
accident on Samruddhi Ex- ; Police identified the man at |

Law Minister Says
Convenient Politics

Is Not Advisable

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Inclusion of a mem-
ber of the government in collegi-
ums for appointment of judges
in Supreme Court and high
courts flows from the new ‘mem-
orandum of procedure (MoP) as
suggested by the apex court Con-
stitution bench after it struck
down the NJAC, law minister Ki-
ren Rijiju said on Mondaw.
Responding to a tweet of Del-
hi CM Arvind Kejriwal, who
termed the law minister’s letter
to CJl as dangerous, Rijiju said,
“I hope you honour Court’s di-
rection! This is a precise follow
up action of the direction of the
SC Constitution bench while

The Constitution of India is supreme
and nobody is above it, Rijiju said

striking down the National Judi-
cial Appointments Commission
(NJAC) Act.

“The SC constitution bench
had directed to restructure the
MoP of the collegium system.”
Earlier, Kejriwal in his tweet
tagged the TOI story (‘Govt
writes to CJI, wants its reps on
SC collegium’) and said: “This is

New Delhi: Congress termed law
minister Kiren Rijiju’slettertothe
CJI seeking involvement of gov-
ernment representativesintheap-
pointment of judges as BJP’s bid
to intimidate the judiciary with
the objective of capturing it.

AICC spokesman Jairam Ra-
mesh said, “The Vice-President's
assaults. The law minister’'s at-
tacks. All this is orchestrated con-
frontation with the judiciary to in-
timidate and thereafter capture it
totally The collegium needs re-

form. But what this government
wants is complete subservien-
ce—Its remedy is a poison pill for
the judiciary”

Rajva Sabha MP Vivek Tankha
expressed shock at the demand.
“How is it possible, law minister
Rijiju, in the teeth of the NJAC
judgement of the Supreme Court?
Though there are inherent issues
in thecolleginm system, the reign-
ing sentiment in the country is to
protect the independence of theju-
diciary Werequestarethink.™ tun

extremely dangerous. There
should be absolutely no governs-
ment interference in judicial ap-
pointments.”

“The contents in the letter to
hon'ble CJI are exactly in con-
formity with the observations

and directions of the SC Consti-
tution bench. Convenient poli-
tics is not advisable, especially
in the name of judiciary The
Constitution of India issupreme
and nobody is above it,” Rijiju
emphasised.

In works for years, govt wants Mol ﬁnahsed

Pradeep.Thakur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre’s insist-
ence on the early finalisation of
the ‘memorandum of procedure’
(MoP) that guides appointment of
judeges in Supreme Court and
high courts, pending with the
apex court collegium since Au-
oust 2017, has triggered a fresh
controversy with law minister
Kiren Rijiju shooting a letter to
the Chief Justice of India re-
minding him of the setting up the
long-pending “search-cum-eval-
uation committees”™ for appoint-
ment of judges to the constitu-
tional courts.

Reiterating the need to final-
ise the MoP sources said, Rijiju
has sought setting up of a
“search-cum-evaluation” com-
mittee, as part of secretariats to
be set up in the SC and each of the

MP woman’s arm for
Mum girl who turned
18 on day donor died

Times News MeETwoRK

Mumbai/Indore: The right
arm of a brain-dead cadaver
donor in Indore is being
transplanted on an 18-vear-

The ‘memorandum of procedure’ has
been a work-in-progress since 2016

25 HCs for screening of advocates
before their names are recom-
mended for elevation as judges. In
the latest communication, the law
minister has proposed that the
screening committees, both for
the SC and HCs, had representa-
tivesfrom the government.
Thelawminister’'slettertothe
CJl sent recentlv has evoked polit-
ical reactions with the opposition

parties termm;, it as “"extremely
dangerous” and that the govern-
ment should desist from interfer-
ing in judicial appointments.

Thenew MoP has beena work-
in-progress for several years now,
with the first draft sent to the CJI-
led collegium on March 22, 2016,
1.2 afew months after the Decem-
ber 2015 judgment of the SC Con-
stitution bench. After striking
down of the National Judicial Ap-
pointments Commission (NJAQC),
the Constitution bench suggested
the creation of a mechanism out-
side the collegium to ensure
transparency in appointments by
setting up a secretariat and a sys-
tem to deal with complaints
against judges.

Four different drafts of MoP
have since been exchanged be-
tween the government and the
CdI's office. The government

stood by the last one it had pre-
pared, rejecting the collegium'’s
objections to certain clauses in it.

The Centre had then empha-
sised the need to retain certain
proposals in the MoP such as
wider consultations among all
the judges of the SC bench in case
of selections to be made in the
apex court, and incaseof appoint-
ments in HCs, all the judges of the
HC concerned to be consulted.

It also asserted the right to
turn down recommendations of
the collegium on grounds of na-
tional security

While it agreed to share the
reasons for the disqualification of
collegium’s choice on grounds of
national security, it said that the
information so shared wasfor the
exclusive use of the CJI and was
not to be shared with other mem-
bersof the collegium.

presswayon Monday at6.4oam. :

The accident took place near
Seoni Pisa village in Mehkar
tehsil of Buldhana district.

A speeding car rammed
from behind another car ahead
of it at top speed. Subsequently;
both cars drifted in high speed
towards the railing of a bridge
on the highway and rammed
into the wall. Both four-whee-
lers were damaged substantial-
Iy The deceased have been
identified as Gaurav Karchan
(38), Shanvee Sontakke (37)and
Ankit Khairwar (27), who were
indifferent cars.

Journalist Sachin Moon
was seriously injured in the ac-
cident and was referred toa ho-
spital at Nagpur While Kar-
chan and Khairwar were from
Nagpur, Shanvee was from Pu-
ne. Shanvee's 12-vear-old
daughter, Rashi, miraculously
escaped unhurt, said police.

Police said Karchan was
driving the car which rammed
from behind the other four-
wheeler driven by Rupesh Ga-
wande. Karchan had Shanvee,
his colleague in a private com-
pany; sitting beside him. Shan-
vee's daughter; Rashi, was slee-
ping in the back seat.

It'slearnt Karchanwas hea-
ding home for Sankranti festi-
val. He was supposed to drop
Shanvee and her daughter in
Amravati. Police said they had
started from Pune.

While Gawande sustained
some bruises, journalist Moon
was critically injured. Moon
was seated beside Gawande.
Khairwar, who was seated in
the back seat of their car, was
critically injured and declared
dead some time later,

The latest accident was the
second to occur near Mehkar:

the wheel of the vehicle that hit
. Tejashwita Kaushal, an architecture
: student and civil services aspirant, as
: 40-year-old Maj (retd) Sandeep Sahi. He
. hasbeencharged withrashdrivingand

| sped away, police said. As Te-
4 jashwita lay bloodied on the ro-
ad, her mother was seen purportedly
screaming for help. A passer-by called
the police and Tejashwita was taken to
hospital, wheresheisrecuperating. Tuw

Pravin Bamale
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF

COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX
TAMILNADU & PUDUCHERRY

121, MAHATMA GANDHI ROAD, CHENNAI - 600034

Email: chennai.dcit.hg.admini@incometax.gov.in
C.No.26(5)/Estt/Sports/2022

Cancellation Notice of Recruitment Under Sports Quota
For the Year 2020-21 (2020)-Tamilnadu and Puducherry Region

With reference to the recruitment advertisement dated 04/01/2021
inviting online applications for the posts of Income Tax Inspector, Tax Assistant
and Multi-Tasking Staff in Income Tax Department Tamilnadu and Puducherry
region, published in various newspapers and available at the website

https:/ftnincometax.gov.in/sportsquotal/application2021.php, it is nolified

that the recruitment to the posts of Income Tax Inspector and Tax Assistant has

Ph: 044 - 2833 8319 [ Fax: 044 - 2833 8317
Dated: 30.12.2022
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birthday was on Sunday —
the day the donor died.

The recipient suffers from
a congenital disorder and

s El Call Now : 022 6835 1535

needed an upper arm trans-
plant —from below the shoul-
der to the elbow, sources said.
The transplant surgery was
on at a Mumbai hospital on
Monday evening when this
report was filed.

This is the first arm dona-
tion for the Madhva Pradesh
state Organ and Tissue
Transplant Organisation
(SOTTO), an official said.

The donor, 52-vear-old
Vinita Khajanchi, was admit-
ted to Indore’s Bombay Hospi-
tal on January 13 with hydro-
cephalus. She was declared
brain-dead on Sunday — the
day the Mumbai girl had her

The donor's family at Bombay
Hospital in Indore on Monday

tablished from Andheri's Ter-
minal 2to Parel —thejourney
taking only 16 minutes — to
transport the cadaver hand.
According to sources, the
organ was transported from
Andheri terminal at 1:40pm
and arrived at Global Hospi-
tal before Zpm. The trans-
plant procedure wasonlatein
the evening. This is the sixth
hand transplant that the hos-
pital has performed, all of
which have been done with
cadaver hands from other
states, including two from

myrajshree.com

DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TA

(HQRS)(ADMN), CHENNAL.
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A TIMES INTERNET inimiaTive

INNOVATION
IN ACTION

HRWorld
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ﬁrﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁm & Sale

Silk Saree | Suits | Dress Material | Stoles | Dupattas | Kurtas
Kurties I Pure & Probable Silk | Tussar Silk I Shanthipur Sil

Pure Silk Products directly Purchase,
by Weavers from Across India

HOTEL TIP TOP PLAZA

i ; R Products on Display - Orissa : Sambhalpuri Ikkat Silk Saree, Bihar ;

18th birthday. o~ . fﬂ"h;nﬂdaﬁad’ E};D fr DI%I Surat, H n SUMM IT 2023 Oragnic Tassar Silk Sarees, Suit & Stoles, Assam : Muga & Eri Silk
Doctors at Bombay Hospl-  andone from Chennal. , Sarees, Karnataka : Creap Silk, Georgette Silk, Arini Silk & Printed

tal retrieved the 52-year-old's Green corridors are typi- Sarees, Tamilnadu : Kanjeevaram Silk Sarees & Designer Fancy Sarees,
heart, lungs, kidneys,cornea, cally established for the FEB. 2-3,2023 AR Preaean. - TURUVAYALS, OBAAGE,: acwEs, mangaagie &

skin, and right arm after her
family members gave con-
sent. “"Her right hand was
sent to Global Hospital, Mum-
bai, and her lungs are being
flown to Chennai via char-
tered flights, Her heart can-
not be donated due to techni-
calissues,” sald SOTTO ex-of-
ficio head Dr Sanjay Dixit.

transportation of organs
such as heart and lungs, as
they have a shorter window
fortransplantation.

An expert said hands also
have a “cold ischemia time",
which is the time between
when blood supply is cut off
and when it is restored, and
for hands it's six hours.

HYATT REGENCY, GURGAON

Mextech is an opportunity to encourage workplace
innovation by highlighting journeys and milestones of the
best work in the industry. The focus will be to deep-dive
into the latest happenings in the world of HR and worktech

— from the best technology solutions to the most

Pochampalli Sareas, Uttar Pradesh :
Silk Sarees & Chiffon Silk, Maharashtra
Chhatisgarh
Duppatta, Madhya Pradesh :

Mulbari Silk, Jamdani, Jamawar
: Designer Dress materials,
Exclusive Raw Silk Sarees, Kosa Silk, Tassar Suit &
Maheswarl, Chanderi Silk Sarees & Sult,
West Bengal : Baluchari, Dhaka Masli, Gicha Sarees, Boutique Sarees,
Kantha Sarees, Zordoshi, Jammu & Kashmir :
Printed Sarees, Pashmina Shawls & Suit, Rajasthan : Kota Silk, Hand
Block Print Dress & Sarees, Punjab : Fulkari Dress and many more...

All Credit & Debit Cards Accepted Call: 08850902824 |

Chinon Silk, Tady Silk

Time {1030 am -8.30pm
- Entry & Parking Free _

y Sardar Swaran Singh National Institute of Bio Energy

s (An autonomous Institute of Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, Govt. of India) G G’ g
Jalandhar - Kapurthala Road, Wadala Kalan 12 KM. Stone, Jalandhar 144601 [Punjab)

Advertisement No. 348-26/37/2022-ADMIN

Applications are invited from aligible candidates for 4 posts of JRF in the field of Bioenergy under the S55-NIBE Bio-
Energy Promotion fellowship. The research positions for JRF are purely contractual positions. The contractual tenure
of JRF will be initially for a period of two years and extendable based on performance (afler review).

Particulars of academic qualifications, research experience and other requiremeants of the contractual posts are given
on the website of hitp//nibe.res.in/

The specific topics of the research areas for JRF are: (a) Biomass resource assessment: Data analytics & Artificial
Intelligence, supply chain managemant, LCA, techno economics, social impacts (b) Gasificabion of biomass and MSW
to hydrogen, syngas to hydrogen. (c) Pyrolysis and HTL of lignocellulosic and Algal Biomass (d) Lignin Valorisation and
Biomass conversion 1o value added chemicals (e) Biochar/Activated carbons from biomass and Activated carbon to
graphene — biomaterial for fuel cell, Supercapacitor (f) Biomass, peliets, briqueties, lorrefied peliels, charcoal etc.
(g) Fuel cell, Bio-hydrogen for fuel cells, materials from biomass (h) Biomass Cooksloves.

8. Designation No. of | Fellowship Qualification/ eligibility
MNo. Posts | Amount

1. Junior 4 Rs. 31000 per Candidates must either have 60% | 28 years, which is

Four green corridors were Due to this, it is erucial to path-breaking ideas for the 'Future Of Work.' ' é L o (Formerly : Sardar Swaran Singh National Institute of Renewable Energy)

created in Indore, including minimize travel time for suc-
two to the airport. In Mum- cessful hand transplantation,
bai, a green corridor was es- hesaid. 30+

1200+

Attendees

54

Synergetic Speakers

learning sessions

Aurangabad ACP accused of
molestation held, gets bail

Aurangabad: ACP Vishal city police before being shifted
Dhume, who is facing charges to the police control room fol-
of molesting and stalking a lowingtheallegations.

woman, was arrested on Mon- Police have charged Dhume ;
day, reports Mohammed Ak- with sexual harassment, mak- - v

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Maximum age

; L : . 3 CELEBRITY SPEAKER \ Research month + HRA marks or equivalent CGPAin B.E. | relaxed up to 5 years in
h‘lif ﬂ'ﬁ‘ 5::35 PI::lﬁfli l_lﬂﬂd in court, 1Ing U-T*]l‘-"f elcome ad‘h’an'::-‘sl I{“ ith h Fellow (JRF) as admissible /B.Tech. (Degree in Chem. Engg., | the case of candidates
which ordered his release on  sexual overtures, stalking, or Hostel facility | Mech. Engg.. Agri. Engg., Civil belonging to Schedule
bail against a personal bond house trespass, assault, inten- A A N R O N v, PRMELEVANES ffavailable. | Engg., Biochem. Engg., Energy | Castes/Schedule Tribes,

; = : . i VY Olympic Champion, irectar, Trainer an ractitioner & leacher, HH Analyst Engg., Environmental and allied Physically Handicapped
and surety of Rs 25,000, tional insult and criminal in FEr‘Er’EprEﬂELﬁ' Learning facilitator, Rajyoga Meditation, Author, Podcaster engineering subjects or must have | and OBC (NCL)

Judicial magistrate first timidation, and moved a plea
class § P Bedarkar directed seeking his magisterial custo-
Dhume to cooperate with the dy remand. The magistrate
investigating agency and re- said since the charges carry a
strained him from tampering jail term of less than seven
with evidence or absconding vearsand that beinga police of-
from the court’s jurisdiction. ficer, he cannot abscond, no

Dhume held the charge as purpose would be served by
ACP (crime) with Aurangabad keeping him in custody:

Strategic HR Academy Brahma Kumaris World

. ‘Sc. (Chemisiry,
Spiritual Organization 10 Fririch 101 36,5, f MRSty

Biochemisiry, Biotechnology,
microbiology and allied science
subjects) and GATE/NET
qualification as applicable.

Eligible candidates can download the Advertisement, Application Form and Instructions from website
hitps:/inibe.res.in. The candidates should fill the downloaded Application Form as per the instructions. The duly filled
Application form (as per the Instructions) is to be sent via e-mail to sss.nibe{@nibe.res.in with the subject “Application
for JRF® along with the self-attested scanned copy of documents on / before 17/02/2023. Incomplete/Partially filled
applications, any deviations from the instructions are liable to be rejected. NO TA / DA will be paid for attending for
For Delegate Queries: | Call: 991 091 0880 or Email: aditya.chopra@timesinternet.ir interview.

applicants as per Govt.
of India rules &
regulations.

#ETHRNextech

To register for the event, scan the QR code or Visit ethrworld.com/nextech

For Partnership 275 ar Emall: tarana. kaushilkmt |r|1| |r|n-r|"1-r in

4 or Email: ankitpunan

and Alllances:

Director General
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real estate

MUMBAI
PROPERTIES

DADAR

VALUE Deal 3 BHEK for sale in
Prabhadevi, 965 =sq.ft, 1ift,
parking, garden. Building close
bo 2ea shore @ 4.50 Cr. Cottact
GruhamArk BIG0340012

ISLAND City ctr ICC Dadar E,
acres of open spaces 40+ amen
Itles large spaciows 3.4 bhk 1600
cpt G.30%2000 cpt 6.95* 2100 opt
T.75% - 919819800715 hrokers Exe

JUHU

8BHEK ivr Sale, Gulmohar Hd.
Mew bldg with OC. Italian
Marble, Modular Kitchen, 2
Lifts, Brokers Welcome, Manay
Properties 9823200776

SEA-VIEW 4.BHK Pent
House Duplex terrace Flat for
Sale, High Flr, Furn, Parking
many more, flats/shops/ off
¢ps an saleslease. 3AM211566

SOUTH MUMBAI

LNT Crescent-Bay, Parel Sky
Villa.4 bhk super large 2700 cpt
Flats 11.6 ceiling, All amenities,
Clity views B.65 or ++ Sew views
.75 o +++51981 922 TaRs

GREAT Eastern Roval,
Mumbai Central, good interior,
T BHE, 950 carpet, available at
reasonable price, for details
Call 0820081649, 9020730769

AVAILABLE warehousing
space (40000 Sg. Ft.) at
Mazgaon, Mumbai, Kindly
reach us at Kkerplwhm
pmail.com

BYCULLA (EAST) ownership
apariment in well maintained
society with elevator, 2 + 2-
bedroom hall Kitehen Jodhi flat
for sale’ rent With 2 =tilt
parking Can be converted into
2 Imdividual Apartment
tastefully furnished ready to
move. Call Owner 59243773,

VALUE Deal:Off Pedder Rd.
Duplex 3 BHE+ST 1700 carpet
area, 1 parking. Sewrl, Sea-
view ZBHE &%) carpet, 2 car
parking call +81 $320236640

WANTED /4 BHE min Z500c
Malabar Hill IL Palazzo, Elcid,
Sunita or Sumangal. Budget no
igzue, Contact 270571648
GRENRLRE0GG

WORLI |

PRABHADEVI- Shrusti 1250
zqft, fully furnished. Gym,party
Hall, 16K monthly maintenance
2 parking &cr. OC celling hi-
11.2 feet, Gurakrupa SEEME2ERT

ANDHERI EAST |

AVAILABLE 1BHE 99 Lakhs,
2 BHE 1.35 Lakh, 3 BHEK 2.50
Lakh, And Rental Flats In
Chakala J B Nagzar And Marol,
Call - #6559 16111

ANDHERI WEST |

IRK/1BHEK premium
Apariment on higher floor
in affordable prices, Modern
Amenities, Fully equippad
Gym, Stadium view,
Landscape Garden across
the Bldeg, Call- 9930042107

LINE-ROAD O:hiwara
Millennium Court,2BHE/
JBHE Spacious Flats, Heady
Possession with OC. United 4
Realtors. 98204228 OR2NELETH

DISTRESS 2BHK flat on Sale
In JEEWAN SAPMA CHS LTD
on Higher Floor at Juhu
Versova Link Road Andheri
{West) Mumbai - 400053, The
building is constructed on
government land allotted by
collector of Mumbai Suburban
Contact 8ARITRZ1EY GTREIIST

JBHK for sale Highland
Lokhandwala, Semi furnish-
ed, Prkg. 5. Pool.Gym, Brokers
excused, Party Hall ete

[mm. Possession 9376217362,

ANDHERI-W, 1 4 Nagar for
Sale 3 BHE HNew Bldg with
Amenities Wadhva "The Mest”,
1220 Cpt, 2 Car Park, 5.5 Cr.
Harshit 5833209454 9819130503

Connecting People, Connecting Needs.

BANDRA WEST

GOREGAON EAST

VASTU-COMPLIANT
37445 BHE Toerrace 1650, 2150,
3100 Unit/fir Pke, Lift, Prime
Loc, Vacant Poss. Madan ;
Q204535477 / TO2126T547

PALIHILL Bargain Duplex
dbhk 1250 Carpet- 7.5 Cr/-
Union Park 4bhk 1700- 9 cr /-
6 Bhk - 2350 11.10Cr /-
SIPPY HOUSING 98204285952

3 BHK for Sale, 1000+ cpt, 4.5
Crs+Alsod BHE 6 Cre+ Prime
locations. Lots to show,

Call BEP now S821018184/
QE20A02062 7 9920146290

GOREGAON WEST

GOREGADN (W)
"SUKHNIWAS®
Project Approved by |
HDFC, IGIC]
BOB, PNB
INDIAN BANK
Full CC Recwd,

Rera No: '
P51800028730 | Le

2 BHK

¥ Min - 5.\ Ad., 4 Min - Stn., Near
schools, Colizpes, Market, Hospitals

NAV NIDHI BUILDERS
Site Address;
BLOG, N0, 21, QPP WIVER COLLEEE
SIDOHARTH K&arR, GOREGADN (W), MUMBAL,

Mob.: 8779502702

GOREGAON W1
“SIDDHARTH NAGAR"
_|‘. l m%

Wsha fera e FEA RDDTESLE

Proiect Aunraved by :
HDFC, BOB, PNB

AFT ATERT
B3 R4 11 O R DO 1EGE EEHANTH G, B A W

SEMPLE - DERARSES - BUHIEOL & Pl iy

~FRLLE - ETATION & HaGHWAY REAR Y

< +018693890177

Lol kil

FLAT st Oberol exquisite
Goregaon area 1690 - 3BHE

2 parking fully furnished for
sale contact m B32FE40005/

OETELLEER (owner)

JOGESHWARI

URG Sale, 2 BHE 980 carpet +
100sgft. balcony/terrace,
Pushtikar soclety, 2-3 mins
walk from station. Building
will go under redevelopment
soon,. 2.70 Cr NEGO,

Call - 9820030188

KHAR

RESL/ Commercial 3bhk
Ambedlar Bd 953"ca (1050°
usble) 1ift, CF Rd-side SET
midland, S&- Tk OC @ 5250,
+81-092028881 2, Fantasy Homes

DISTRESS Deal, 3 BHK
terrace, 2100 cpt, Duplex Apt,
off Linking Rd, Value for
money Call BEP 9821018184/
QEI0I0A0GES 9II00I6EGD

Lonavala Bungalow

For Sale

L]

Plot Area 20000 sqft.

5 bedrooms. Steam, Sauna, Jaccuzi, Pool.

Fully furnished ultra-luxurious.

Spacious modern exteriors and interiors.
Excellent location. Upscale location in Lonavala.

Call : 8369374974

PUNE
PROPERTIES

| KALYANINAGAR |

SHOP 154sqgft at Fortaleza bldg
Kalvaninagar For Sale @2.50cr
Megotiable, Good Frontage
Crood Footfall. Prime Location
Mr Hdfc. Call 854256951 Crwner

MALAD WEST

| NASIK |

MARVE Foad, O.C Reed, 2 &4
BHE Dup, Rera C.A. 770 , 786

1222 + 200 T, Split AC, GYM

3 flats Left . Rate 1Tk per sq.01
Maohile: TAMAANTAZR.

SANTACRUZ WEST

SANTACRUZ-W Exclusive
Under Construction Project
2/375 BHRE APTS Exclusive
Amenities, Posseszion 2 Years
Good for Investors/End User
Unitedd 4 Realtors SR20064562
G A TR OR AN AR

840-CPT-O0C-2-BHE
sSantacruz West Open View
Sale 3.5 er ser loo cp L vastu
walk in loaded all Amenities
comt - SR19ETANOR S 9R2] 1 E0E

SANTACRUZ-W for Sale 3
BHE Bldg with Pool, Gym,

Yoga Room, Kids Play Area
"Ariisto Saffire” 1250 ept, 6.4cr
Hasmukh S$19130503-0833200 84

ASIA'S LARGEST SEALS MANUFACTURER.

Made in India for the world.

= 100,000+ unigue sizes readily avallable in stock
- Max Express with 24-hour delivery service

« State-of-the-art R&D centre and manufacturing facllity

11]] MAX SPARE

E D

QUALITY. PRECIFION, SPEED

—_

HYDRAULIC SEALS

ROTARY SEALS

(B3] Trinity World Holidays Pyt. Ltd.

JANUARY 218T

DUBAI GROUP TOUR 2023
ALL INCLUSIVE

SOLDOUT  LIMITED SEATS AVAILABLE
11THFEBRUARY G 15TH FEBRUARY | 04TH MARCH & OBTH MARCH
Contact: 88288 01798, 86288 20084
B : 022 6766 5588

JANUARY 25TH

403, KUMAR PLAZA, KALINA,
SANTACRUZ (E), MUMBAI : 400 029

C-44 Road Mo.28, Wagle Estate, Thane - £00604, Maharashtra, India.
L +9 22 5028 Ab&ad | 2222 5555

= WiahWL.IMaxspanrscom

TRAVEL TIMES

GET IN TOUCH

;

TO BOOK
AN ADVERTISEMENT
IN THIS SECTION
CALL:
KUNAL SAMTANI
9322348803

N

.

Visit: Istanbul, Cappadocia,Pamukkale, Kusadasi.
Dep: Apr-08,15 * May-06,13 + Jun-03,10 * Jul-08,15
Incl.: Accommodation, Transfer, Sightseeing & All Meals

Excl.: Airfare & Visa

7 Days- 2 74,750/-

MAJESTIC EUROPE
8 Days- 2 1,49,750)-

i -1_ ._ . I
VIETN
8 Days- 21,09,750/-

WONDERS OF EUROPE
11 Days- 7 1,99,750/-

WNEE M)

M Rates A
Return Airfare » Accommodation
All Meals*® = Visa * Transfers

EL LIKE YOU DESIRE
i

e

re Per Person & Include:

Exclude: TCS, GST & Tips.
Pure Veg & lain Departures Availahle.

Sightseeing. g

MUMBAI HO: 9320188563 [ 8976923965 [ 022 62467777

Dombivali-8657296942 « Pune-8007887143 « Nashik-7378790024 « Ichalkaranji-9890217651
Jalgaon-9604545897 » Kolhapur-9320172000 « Ahmedabad-9909000596 « For Franchise-8976926235

1BHEK 4 sale, 10 Ems 4m
shirdi Sai Baba Temple, OfFf
Manmad-A'Nagar Highway, Nr.
Mumbai-Nagpur Exp.-wayv, 4
Real pics call 9323767789,

| PLOTS FOR SALE |

At Nagothane on
NH-66, Mumbai-

Goa Highway

PETROL PUMP
Price Rs. 8 Cr.

NA PLOT
Area 20 Gunthas
Price Rs. 5 Cr.
Contact :

7208358300

PROPERTY
ANCILLARIES

‘ COMMERCIAL
PREMISES
JAIANTARIKSH

Commercial Office for Sale
(3.25 or) /Lease. Area 1900 Bup.
Glass Bldg. Marol. Owner.
Manav Properties S2Z3200776

FOR Lease ! Worlt in TV
Industrial Estate 800" Base-

ment suitable for Storage,
Immediate Possession.
Call ;- 5821117111

LOWER PParel Furnished
Office on lease, 960 sqft carpet
+ GO0 sqft mezzanine standing
height, 2 minutes walking
distance to CHE n WH stations.
Owner 9820677340

AVAIL at Panvel, New Mum.-
bai Commercial Premises
Area 3,000 to 30,000 sq.ft., on
Mumbai-pune highway,prime
location, nr upcoming Inter-
national Airport, suitable for
any commercial activities,
Ph : 26650898 / 99 / 9870434785

BEC, INS Tower, Available
Showroomss Office, Area 2350
to I sqit Ready, Sale/Lease,
OC Received., Society Formed,
Call : 9821127662 (11 ta 6)
"Rajesh Thakker"

CUFFE-PARADE Office
Available on L & L carpet 730
sq.ft. Partly Furnlshed,
cxcellent view, attached toilet
ST A 10 - A0HTO0 AWE0E00

BUSINESS CONNECT

10 YEARS OLD

PHARMA
Business for Sale

15 Brands
40 + Products

Quickly Scalable
Profitable

Operations in East India

4 Business Deals

1" Cannacting Businessas

98105-44255

pharma.businessdeals
@gmail.com

www.businessdeals.in

| o
Tl

Headers are recommended to
make OppTOpOnie  enguires
ond =eck appropriate pdvice
befare sending money,
INCUTTINg BNy CXPCOsEes,
necting on medical
recommendations or entering
Nt any  cormmitment  in
relation o any advertisement
published in this publicaticn.
The Times of India Group
doean't woweh for any claims
mnde by the Advertisers of
products and services. The
Printer, Publishes, Editoe, and
Crwmners of The Times OF
India Growp publications
sluadl nod e held lakle for any
consequences, o the event
such ¢lane are nof honoured
|1:|."I|'||: Salvertnsers

PRIME PROPERTY

HOTEL FOR SALE
@ UDAIPUR

4 STAR HOTEL
WITH 50 ROOMS

Main road Facing hotel with mountain views
Excellent condition - No Investment needed
Profitable business with great potential

= Ready for immediate takeover or rebranding ®

Email : hotelforsale2023@gmail.com

PROPERTY
SPECIAL OFFER

GCold Storage Cum Food Processing Unit /
Oniy Land & Building for Sale / Lease

Processing Industry.

& Based in Rabale MIDC, Nawvi Mumbai = Total Area Approx.

40,000 sq.ft. Basement + 3 Floors Heavy Duty RCC Bldg.
¢ Latest German Make Freon Refrigerant Plant & Machinery.
e Multi Temp. Rooms, Blast Freezers, Processing Hall, etc.
¢ |deal for Cold Chain Players / Supply Chain Logistics / Food

o Property also ideal for Corporate Office, Pharma, Printing /
Packaging, R & D Cenire, Data Cenire, efc...

® Option 1 - Complete setup for sale
® Option 2 - Only land & building available for Sale/ Lease
# Clear Title, Co. Owned MIDC property

rabaleprop@gmail.com |1 98190 32025

FEAHLL

BKC- BANDRA
PRE LEASED PROPERTY

m 50000 Sqgft (Part Area Possible)
= Presently occupied by Pvt. Bank, MNC

Also Available Fully Furnished Office
from 5,000' to 40,000° on Long Lease/ Sale

Satish Mehta: 9820147567

RAHE]JA PRINCESS

Prabhadevi / Dadar

» 3 BHK Apartment
» Area 1850 sq.ft. Floor
P Available for Sale

Contact: +91 99300-29779
Email : info@jayantassociates.com

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

HOSPITAL for sale at
Dombivil, 30,0005 1, 80 beds,
Rs.15 Cr.. Hozpital for sale at
thane, 20 beds, 600 sq.1t, Es.9
Cr, salesirhospitalsforsale biz

FOR Sale 2 Adjoin Ownership
Shops. Shamaldas Gandhl
Marg next to Geeta Bhavan,
Rest. Marine Lines, Mum.2,
Carpet Area 439 & 259 Loft 7 Ht,
Can Be Sold Jointly or
Separately Cwner D821154404,

0% brokerage Office space
Solaris teli gali 724" hegr flr bare
shell, /725%'ca Iwr {Ir watm
shell 1/7CPs i 32k +++, +41-
G9EEER12 Fantasy homes

ANDHERI East, off Maha-
kall eave's rd, office for sale
T80 cpt.I carpark,ground flr,

superh society, low outgoing,
clear tittle, owner 9004185992

BANDRA-W for Sale /Lease
MTice, Nr Sin, Highway, CA
dady, Self Contained (Optional)+
Extra Staff Toilet, Parking,
Immdi Posse 3870711757 Agents

ATTN-BUILDERS we have
Redevelopment & SEA projects
between Worli & Ghatkopar,
Good track record a must,
Uprise Spaces LLP : 9137013332

FOUNTAIN, Available Office
Area 2700-9000-12000, O'ship
Basis. Poss in 3 months, Also
Independent Bldg 100080 sgft,
Only Genuine Parties Call:
"Rajesh Thakker" S821127662

INDUSTRIAL
PREMISES

THANE(WEST)- MIDC Plot

area 12000 sgq ft for Sale
Fabrication shed 1- 6500 sq fi
with EOT crane epty 7.5 MT
and 20 MT. Fabrication shed 2.
1700 sq ft with EQOT crane 7.5
MT. Call 8R30620315

FOR Sale Industrial plot 1004
sgmitrs with Building T125sqft
water & power in Murbad
MIDC (MNear Ealyan)Clear Title
Mok 3921125257 97TI00GERT

sITUATION
VACANT

ACCOUNTS

ACCOUNTS &
FINANCE

ACCOUNTS/ Aundit
assistant with 1-5 vrs.
Experience of Tally, Adv
Excel, TDS, GST, Pavroll.
ehlail - fas.hrd@gmail.com

MARRKETING,
ADVERTISING &

SALES

SALES

REQUIRED Enthusiastic &
Passionate Female Business
Development Salez Executive
for Non Banking Com. Any
Field Graduate. Sakinaka,
Andheri (E) Mob :79773 13358

OTHER VACANCIES

PART TIME JOBS

VACANCY in Leading Govt
Recog, for All Jobh seekers VES!
Retired Bankers /H' wives/
MEL IMixed sal,PF, Incentive,
Ape 35+ Lid, seats,-Th6E561213

NHOPPORTUNITYIl for
Retired / Govt Officials/
Bankers in Corporate Co, Flexi
timingse+Nice Income+
Medical Call: GhERAART

RETIRED PERSONS

GOVT. Affiliated, Fast
Growing & Profil making Top
co, iz looking for Quality
people. Age 504 (Max Age No
Bar) Call - 8828203505 (Botivali)

WORK FROM HOME

SMART-EARNING: Exel-
usive opportunity for Retired
tired/VRS/Bankers/CA/Ac-
countant with unlimited [n-
come- 9348706311, 0082659033

BUSINESS OFFERS |

RUNNIN{G Unisex Salon
Available For Profit Sharing /
Rental / Joint Venture g

Unnat Magar, Goregaon (West),
Call; 985922 RTRIG 7 TTARGIRRD

BUSINESS
PROPOSALS

ATTN: NPA ACCOUNTS
OTS & REVIVAL

FUNDING AVAILABLE
EMAIL US:

¥ L ]

- I VAISHNAY .Jha S/o
. Rituraj Jha R/o Airoli,
* Navi Mumbai, have

» changed my name from

. Vaishnav Raj Jha to :
- Valshnav Ritura) Jha for -
« all future purposes .

FINANCE |

8000449070

: BUSINESS LOAN, :
! Project Loan,
Mortgage Loan, 3
NPA,

Loan available against
mortgage of immovable
property on reasonable
interest rate (10% 10 12%) &
long term & easy instalment
repayment facilities.
(Contact:11am to5pm)

SYNDICATE F

| 428, Rawal Bldg.
No. 1, 1st Floor,
Lamington Road,
Mumbai-400 004.
Ph: (022) 3565 7754 | 3565 7941
(022) 4012 9088 | 2388 0634

E-mail : info@syndicatefinance.in
m.syndimtaﬂmnﬂ.y

LOANS |

100% Absolutely Expenses
Fres Excellent Finance Offers:-
If Beguired Finance Over
INR 10 Crore, Proposal email
ton financedakhazgmail.com

GOOD Luck Finance {P) Ltd
Busi. Prop, Home, Hotel, Proj.,
Agrt. NRI, PL Loan available 1
Lakh to 100 Cr. @3%PA. Agent
Weloome 3282834171, 3232834771

FINANCE against only
Property, Builder and Devel-
oper, Industrial Estate and
Project Finance Kandivali
{West), Call ;- 9699959914,

SETVICES

OETELTIVE
SERVICES

SBAVVY Lady Detective,
Special in Pres Post
Matrimonials, Divorce,
Documentry Evidence for
Court Proceedings, Shadowing
Theft, Missing. By Appt
9820233108/ 9820533108,
www ssdetective.com |
Consultation Rs 5000

personal

CHANGE OF NAME |

I Salim Shaheed Sheikh S/0 of
shahesd Sheikh R0 Shelter
Don Bosco, Opp. St Joseph
High Schoel, Wadala (w)
Mumbai - 400031, Have changed
my name from Mohammad
Saleem Mohammad shaheed to
Salim Shaheed Sheikh for all
future purpose

I, Sangita legally wedded
spouse of Mo, 45660604 late Ex
Sep Kamble Devidas Laxman,
have changed my name from
Sangita to Sangita Devidas
Kamble and date of birth from
S0.10.1930 to 03, 10,1980 due to
erronecusly endorsed vide
Affidavit Mo, I6A4A &919498
Diated 05.01.2023.

HEALTH & WELLNESS

Natural
Smile

%2 4

Winyour «

Cansultation '
with X=-ray:

Rs 1500

Imiacge or ralerencs anly

Straightening and Beautification
of Teeth in one sitting

© +91-9820446633
& www.royalimplant.com

Yy Vimcll, Thakur Comple,
=" kandivali East, Mumbal

el Danlal implanis Pul L
ey bl rfeegl

Aryal Thental

[ PUBLIC NOTICE |

i PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that
we are investigating the title of
The Saifee Foundation, a

Public =~ Charitable  Trust
registered under the
Maharashira Public Trust Act,

1950 under Registration No.
PTIl- E-1801/BOM and having
its registered  office  at
Amatullah Manzil, 2 nd Floor,
65, Perin MNariman Street,
Bazargate, Fort, Mumbai
400001 to  the below
mentioned property
(hereinafter referred to as
“the said Property”).

Anyone having any share,
right, title, benefit, interest,
claim, objections &amp;
demands in respect of the
said Property or any part
thereof by way of any MOU,
sale, exchange, assignment,
maortgage, charge, gift, trust,
Mmuniment, inheritance,
occupation, possesson,
tenancy, sub-tenancy, leave
and  licenses,  care-faker
basis, lease, sub-lease, lien,
maintenance, easement,
release through any
agreement, conveyance deed,
writing,  devise, beqguest,
SUCCESSIOn, family
armangement [/ settlement,
itigation, Decree or Court
Order of any Court of Law,
contracts /  agresments,
developments  rights  or
encumbrance or otherwise
hOWS0BvVEr arg hereby
required to make the same
known In writing along with
documentary evidence to the
undersigned at their office at
101, Seksaria Chambers,
139, Nagindas Master Road,
Fort, Murmbai 400 001 within
14 (Fourteen) days from the
date of the publication of this
public notice, failing which
any such share, night, fitle,
interest,  claim, objection
and/or demand if any shall be
deemed to have bean waived
and/or abandoned.

DESCRIPTION OF THE SAID

PROPERTY HEREINABOVE
MENTIONED

All that piece and parcel of
land bearing C.T.S. No 1280/C
and C.T.5 No 1295 of Village
Marole, admeasuring in
aggregate 12,549.60
s0.mts.or thereabouts as per
the property card and being a
portion of larger land bearing
old Survey No. 153/A/1/A and
15471 of willage Marole,
together with newly
constructed buillding standing
thereon known d5
‘Aljamea-tus-Safiyah’
comprising of Wing A
Basement + Ground floor +
1% to 7" upper floor, Wing ‘B",
‘B1°, 'C’ Basement + Ground
floor + 19 to 12" upper floor,
Wing ‘Y {part) Basement +
Ground floor + 1% to 69 upper
floor, Wing 'E' 2 level
Basement + Ground floor +
1% 10 7 upper fioor, Wing ‘F
Basement + Ground floor +
1%to0 3" + 4" (part) upper
floor all within the registration
district of Mumbai

Suburban.

Dated this 16" of January
2023

For Federal & Company
Partner

Advocates, Solicitors and
Matary

TO

ADVERTISE

IN THIS

SECTION

CALL

JITESH

89867407521

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that our client has instructed
us to investigate the right,
title and interest of Kshitija
Infrastructure Private
Limited, a company within
the meaning of the
Companias Act, 2013, having
its registered office address
at 2A, Welspun House,
Ground Floor, Kamala City,
Senapati Bapat Marg,
Mumbai 400 013
("Company"} in respect of its
entitlement to the free sale
FS| admeasuring 1,119.60
square meters (as approved
under Intimation of
Disapproval {I0D) dated
February 3, 2022 bearing
reference no.
CHE/CTY/0582/G/5/33T(NE
WI337/2/Amend issued by
MCGM) arising from the
redevelopment of land
beanng Cadastral Survey No.
B21 and admeasuring 544
sguare yards equivalent to
454 85 square meters situate
at 44-44C N.M. Joshi Marg,
Lower Parel together with a
bullding known as “Sorab
Building" standing thereon
presently being redeveloped
under Regulation 33{7} of the
Development Control and
Promotion Regulations for
Greater Mumbai-2034
(“DCPR-2034") along with all
the ancillary and related
benefits ansing therefrom
including under the clubbing
scheme under Regulation
33(7) of the DCPR-2034 and
including any fungible FSI
arising thereon and more
particularly described in
Schedule hereunder wmitten
("Property”).

All persons/entities having or
clarming to have any share.
right, title, estate, interest,
claim, objection and/or
demand whether by way of
sale, transfer, assignment,
exchange, allotment, charge,
encumbrance, tenancy, sub-
tenancy, lease, sub-lease,
license, mortgage (equitable
or otherwise), inhertance,
occupation, possession,
share, qift, devise, lien,
charge, outgoings.
maintenance, bequest,
easement, trust, covenant or
condition, easement, release,
relinquishment or any other
method through any
agreement, deed, document,
writing, conveyance deed,
devise, bequest, succession,
family arrangement/
settlement, litigation, decree
or order of any court of Law or
Tribunal or revenue or
statutory authority aor
arbitration, award, contracts/
agreements, development
rights or FSI/TDR
consumption or under |ost
and misplaced title deeds or
otherwise howsoever of any
nature whatsoever, in to, out
of or upon the Property or any
part thereof are hereby
reguired to give notice
thereof in writing along with
documentary proof to the
undersigned within 14
(fourteen) days from the
date of publication hereof,
failing which, it shall be
presumed that no such claim,
share, nght, title, benefit,
interest, claim, objection
and/or demand exists and/or
the same shall be deemed to
have been waived and/or
abandoned and not binding
on our client.

The Schedule hereinabove
referred to:
{Description of the
Property)

Free sale FS| admeasuring
1,119.60 sguare meters (as
approved under Intimation of
Disapproval (10D) dated
February 3, 2022 bearing
reference no.
CHE/CTY/D582/G/S/337{NE
W)/ A37/2/Amend issued by
MCGM) arising from the
redevelopment of land
bearing Cadastral Survey No.
821 of Lower Parel Division
and admeasuring 544 square
yards equivalent to 45485
square meters (as per title
document) (now
admeasuring 274 47 square
meters, after surmendening an
area admeasunng 180,375
square meters to MCGM
towards road set-back) and
274 48 square meters (as per
the property register card)
situate at 44-44C N.M. Joshi
Marg, Lower Parel, Mumbai -
400 013 together with &
building known as 'Sorab
Building' standing thereon,
and registered in the books of
Collector of Municipal Rates
and Taxes under "G" Ward No.
2341(2) and Street No. 544
A/472 of Delisle Road alias
N.M. Joshi Marg and

bounded as follows:
On or towards the East ;
By Delisle Road
{N.M, Joshi Marg);
On or towards the West :
By property bearing
C.5. No. 464
On or towards the Morth :
By property bearing
C.S. No. 820; and
On or towards the South :
By property bearing
C.5. No. 822,
Mumbai, dated this
17th day of January, 2023
Monika Bhonsale, Partner
AZB & Partners
A-302, Peninsula Towvers,
Peninsula Corporate Park,
Ganpatrao Kadam Marg,
Lower Farel,
Mumbai - 400 013
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High Courts Better
Placed To Assess
State Laws: AG

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Courton
Monday agreed to take a call on
whether to transfer to itself nearly
two dozen petitions pending before
various high courts, which are ad-
judicatingchallenges toprovisions
of state-enacted Religious Free-
doms Acts banning religious con-
version for marriage without prior
permission from the authorities,

A bench of CJI DY Chandra-
chud and Justices P S Narasimha
and J B Pardiwala saw a battery of
combative senior advocates—Ka-
pil Sibal, CUSingh, Indira Jaising,
Dushyant Dave, Raju Ramachand-
ramn. Vrinda Grover, Huzefa Ahma-
di and Sanjay Parekh—succeed in
persuading the courttoallow filing
of a petition seeking transfer of 22
petitions on this issue pending be-
fore the high courts of Allahabad,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Jhark-
hand, Himachal Pradesh, Karnata-
kaand Uttarakhand.

Attorney general R Venkatara-
mani suggested that “it would be
appropriate to allow the HCs to ad-
judicate the pending petitions as

Top court seeks govt stand by Feb 15
on law decriminalising marital rape

SC to decide on hearing 22
pleas on conversion laws

CIDY Ehandraﬁhud has transferred

to his bench a similar PIL heard by
Justice Shah, who had called con-
versions through force, deceit or
allurement a threat to national security

they are better placed to scrutinise
state laws”, The bench said it 1s on-
ly permitting Sibal’s client tofile a
petition seeking transfer of all si-
milar petitions from the HCs to the
SC. “We will hear vou (the AG)befo-
re passing orders,” it said.

But the C.J1, as the master of the
roster, has already transferred to
his bench a PIL, which was heard
many times by a bench headed by
Justice M R Shah. The Justice
Shah-led bench had termed the al-
legations in BJP leader Ashwini
Upadhyay's PIL about conversions
through forece, deceit or allurement
as “veryserious” and athreat tona-
tional security. It had sought the
Centre’sresponseto the PIL.

The Justice Shah-led bench had

ignored senior advocate P Wilson's
allegations that this PIL had a BJP-
driven agenda as well as his objec-
tion to the repeated withdrawal of
similar PILs earlier and their refi-
ling by Upadhyay The court had
then told Wilson not to politicise
the legal issue. However, on Mon-
day, Wilson succeeded in submit-
ting similar arguments before the
CdJI-led bench, which asked whet-
her PIL petitioners have no regard
for rules and procedures.

Senior advocate Arvind Datar,
appearing for Upadhyvay; said befo-
re the Supreme Court embarks
upon a scrutiny of the validity of
state laws against conversion thro-
ugh marriage, it would be advisab-
le to seek views of the law commis-
sion as there is no provision in the
IPC that makes conversion thro-
ugh force, deceit and all Kinds of al-
lurement an offence.

Solicitor general Tushar Meh-
ta told the court that Gujarat and
MP have alreadv challenged the
interim orders of their respective
HCs staying provisions on see-
king prior permission for conver-
sion for marriage. He said he had
no objection if the apex court
wanted to decide the issue but re-
gistered his strong objection to
the locus standi of activist Teesta
Setalvad-led NGO Citizens of Jus-
tice and Peace in filing a petition
challenging the law,

The SC posted the matter forthe
next hearing on January 30.

Ex-MLA Sengar, In
jail for Unnao rape,
gets 2-wk bail for
daughter wedding

New Delhi: The Delhi HC on
Monday granted interim bail
toformer BJP MLA, Kuldeep

Singh Sengar.
to attend his
daughter’s

wedding. Sen-

FAT Was con-
victed and sen-
tenced to life
imprisonment for raping a
minor girlin UP's Unnao.

A division bench of Jus-
tice Mukta Gupta and Justice
Poonam A Bamba granted
bail to Sengar from January
27 to February 10. He'd moved
the high court in December
2022, seeking interim bail for
two months for his daughter’s
marriage on February 8, 2023.

Sengar’s other plea seek-

ing interim bail in the case of

custodial death of the Unnao
rape victim's father will be
considered on January 19.
The bench sought CBI's re-
sponse to the bail plea in De-
cember and directed it to veri-
fy the facts of Sengar’s bail ap-
plication and file a status re-
port in the matter by Mondaw
In December 2019, a Delhi
court had sentenced Sengarto
life imprisonment in the 2017
Unnao rape case and imposed
Rs 25 lakh in costs upon him.
The Unnao rape survivor, a
minor, had been Kidnapped
and raped by Sengar in 2017,
and then sold for Rs 60,000, twn

Act against guard shoving
pilgrims at Sabarimala: HC

TinmEes News NETWoRK

Kochi: The Kerala high court on
Monday said that the body lan-
guage and facial expression of a
Travancore Devaswom Board
{(TDB) guard while shoving Saba-
rimala pilgrims in front of the
‘Sreekovil’ should be deprecated
in the strongest words. HC said
this while directing disciplinary
action against the guard.

“We have also viewed the vi-
suals that appeared in media,” a
division bench of Justices Anil K
Narendran and P G Ajithkumar
said in the order. The court was
consideringacaseregistered suo
motu based on a report filed by
the Sabarimala special commis-
sionerregarding the guard’s mis-
behaviour during the ‘Makaravi-
lakku' festival (January 14).

The special commissioner's
report identified the guard as
Arunkumar S, devaswom watch-
erwhowas posted onspecial duty
atthe ‘Sopanam’. He wasrelieved
from Sabarimala duty and sent
back to his home station next day,
it said. The bench pointed out
that the HC had issued an order
earlier directing devaswom
guards and police to regulate the
movement of pilgrims through
barricades and by causing the
least inconvenience to them.

The police special officer at
Sannidhanam and the TDB Sopa-
nam special officer should have
prevented such misbehaviour,
thecourtsaid. [tasked TDE tofile
anaffidavitexplaining theaction
taken against the guard by Janu-
ary 23. The court will hear the
case again on January 24.

SC mulls live telecast of key cases

New Delhi: The Supreme Court said it
would seriously consider senior advocate
Indira Jaising's suggestions to extend the
live streaming facility to all important
cases, such as adjudication of validity of
IPC provision decriminalising ‘marital rape’.
At present this facility is restricted only to
cases before Constitution benches of five or
more judges. Another suggestion was
providing audio transcripts, which would be
a more affordable option as compared to
regular transcripts. ™

I; I_I

i . ‘ MIRISTEY OF M

ED'I.I'EFIHI"u"IEI‘II EEI‘ITIFIEA TFLAIHIHE' {IH. ..

@ MSME TEC HHGLﬂE‘I" GEHTHE

DIGITAL MARKETING &
E-COMMERCE

Course Duration Date: 200 ko 22 January 20E3
< Days {UNLIHE} Time . I:-IIII:IFMW-.-.EIIJ P

Website, E- h'lall Marketing, Googss My Eusmess Blopging.
Gopgle Analtics, Finding Keyvword from Google, Saciad Media
Marketing, Podcast, Business Networking on Social Media
SEQ SMO, Getting Found in Search Resull, Direct Salling
Tooks, elc,, How 10 Seup your Own Direct Selling Business
Facebaok Markating, Customer acguisition and Laad generation,
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Agriculture Insurance Company of India Limited
(AIC) a leading Crop Insurance Company, invites
applications for recruitment for the post of; -

AGRICULTURE INSURANCE COMPANY OF INDIA LIMITED

Famm B & C, 5 Floor, Biook 1, Easi Kidwal Nagar, New Delhd - 110023
N U749 0IMO 18123, RDAl REGISTRATION: 126

Recruitment Notice

GOVERWMENT OF INDIA GERTIFICATE WILL BE AWARDED

Govarmment of i

PRINCIPAL CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX,

TAMILNADU & PUDUCHERRY

121, Mahatma Gandhi Road, Chennai 600 034, Ph: 044 - 2833 8383 | Fax MNo. 044 - 2833 8317

C.No.26(5)/Estt/Sports/2022

RECRUITMENT OF MERITORIOUS SPORTS PERSONS IN THE

Dated: 30.12.2022

OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF COMMISSIONER OF INCOME-TAX,

TAMILNADU AND PUDUCHERRY REGION
1. Applications are invited from the meritorious sports persons fulfilling the eligibility
criteria as per particulars mentioned in Annexure | for appointment to the post of Income Tax
Inspector, Tax Assistant and Multi-Tasking Staff in Income Tax Department, Tamilnadu and

Puducherry region,

2. The willing and eligible candidates can send their application form online in the
website{https: /Mtnincomelax.gov.in.sportsguotalapplication2021._php) mentioned in

Annexure-l on or before 06/02/2023.

The Principal Chief Commissioner of Income Tax, Tamilnadu & Puducherry, invites
applications for the recruitment of meritorious Sportsparsons in different games, sports as

listed below for the following posts:

S.No Post Pay Band Grade Pay(Pre-revised)
(Pre-revised)
1. | Income Tax Inspector | 9300-34800 | 9300-34800 + Grade Pay 4600 (PB-2)
2. | Tax Assistant 5200-20200 | 5200-20200 + Grade Pay 2400 (PB-1)
i Multi-Tasking Staff 5200-20200 | 5200-20200 + Grade Pay 1800 (PB-1)

The posts are temporary but likely to be permanent. The probation period is of 2 years.
ELIGIBILITY CONDITIONS

01. AGE LIMIT :
For Inspector of Income Tax
For Tax Assistant/ Multi-Tasking Staﬁ
Relaxation of Age

: 18 to 30 years of age
18 to 27 years of age

. 9 years for GenerallOBCU candidates 10 years in case
of SCIST candidates (As per Govt. of India instructions
for meritorious Sporls persons)

50 (Fifty) Management Trainees in the Generalist

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesqroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Monday decided to
promptly adjudicate the vali-
dity of an exception to sec-
tion 375 of the IPC, which de-
criminalises ‘marital rape’.
The SC asked the Union go-
vernment to respond by Fe-
bruary 15 to a bunch of PILs
demanding deletion of the
incongruous provision af-
fronting the dignity of mar-
ried women.

Exception 2 to IPC sec-
tion 375 states that “sexual
intercourse or sexual acts by
a man with his own wife, the
wife not being under fifteen
vearsof age, isnotrape”.

There are three categori-

es of petitions before Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud
and Justices P S Narasimha
and J B Pardiwala—one, re-
lated to an appeal filed by a
husband against whom the
Karnatakahigh court hasor-
dered filing of rape charges
despite the exception.
Second, the PlLs
which challenged the
constitutional validity
of the second excep-
tion to Section 375 of
the IPC decriminali-
sing ‘marital rape’: and third
is related to an appeal aga-
inst a split verdict of Delhi
HC on the live issue.
Solicitor general Tushar
Mehta, terming it a “sensiti-
ve issue having huge social
ramification”, also sugges-

ted that the SC could request
an ‘umpire judge’ of Delhi
HC to expeditiously decide
which of the views expres-
sed in the split verdict were
correct. But the Cdl-led
bench said, It is not necessa-
ry to send the issue for adju-
dication in Delhi HC
because we already
have the benefit of op-
posing views of two
HC judges.”

The bench asked
the counsel tofile the-
Ir written submissions by
March 3 and appointed coun-
sel Pooja Dhar and Jaikirat S
Jadeja as nodal counsel for
preparing common compila-
tion on the case laws.

The bench also asked se-
nioradvocate Sidharth Dave,

who appeared for the hus-
band ordered to face rape
charges for allegedly forcing
his wife into sex, to redact
the wife's name from the ple-
adings. so as not to make her
identity public.

Karnataka HC's Justice
M Nagaprasanna, in March
last vear, had refused the
husband’s plea for exemp-
tion from facing rape char-
ges citing the exception to
Section 375.

The judge said, “Institu-
tion of marriage does not

discipline.

| CBL 01115M12/0106/2223

For details regarding the eligibility conditions, age,
educational qualifications, reservation, different
dates of application etc., please visit company's
website at www.aicofindia.com in career section.

Online registration & payment of fees: -

Start Date: 17th January 2023 (from 08:00 hrs.)
End Date: 05th February 2023 (till 20:00 hrs.)

DGM-HR
Date: 17 Jan 2023

confer, can-
not confer
any male pri-
vilege or a li-
cence for un-
leashing a
brutal beast.”

Government of India
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre

Medical Group,
Radiation Medicine Centre

"‘WA.I.I{ IH IHTERUIEW"

Tata Memorial Hospital Annexe Bldg., Parel, Mumbai - 400012

Mote: Cut off date for all the eligibility critena, including age and education is 01/04/2022
02, ESSENTIAL EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION:
1. For Income Tax Inspectors:- (I} Degree from a recognized University or equivalent
2. For Tax Assistants:-
(i) Degree from a recognized University or equivalent
(1i}) Having Data Entry Speed of 8,000 Key depressions per hour
3. For Multi Tasking Staff:- (i) 10th class pass or aguivalent from a recognized board or university
03. NUMBER OF VACANCIES:

S.No. Cadre Vacancy
1 Income Tax Inspector 28
2 Tax Assistant 28
3 Muiti-Tasking Staff 16
Total T2

04. SPORTS ELIGIBILITY:
Appointment can be made of a sportsperson considered meritorious with reference to the
following criteria:-
Sportspersons having represented
(i) A State or the Country in a Nabional or International Competition in any of the
games/sports as mentionad in Para 6, or
{ii} Their University in the Inter-University Tournaments conducted by the Inter-University
Sports Board in any of the games/sports as mentioned in Para §; or
(iii) The State Schools Team in the MNational Sports/Games for schools conducted by All
India Schoof Games Fadaration in any of the games/sports as mentionad in Para &, or
(iv) Sportsperson who has been awarded National Awards in Physical Efficiency under
Mational Physical Eficiency Drive,
Mote; The merit of sportspersons, who fulfil the aforesaid eligibility conditions, shall be
considerad/decided in the order of preference given above. Further, priority would be given o

Default bail can be
cancelled after filing
chargesheet, says SC

New Delhi: Observing that an accused gran-
ted ‘default bail’ cannot claim special rights to
remainon bail, the Supreme Court on Monday
ruled that such a bail, which is granted due to
failure of the investigating agency to complete
the probe and file chargesheet within stipula-
ted time, could be cancelled on filing of the
chargesheet if the accused has committed
non-bailable offence and a strong case is made
outagainst him, reports Amit Anand Choud-
hary. A bench of Justices MR Shahand C T
Ravikumar, however, said that mere filing of
chargesheet is not enough for cancellation of
bail and it should be done only when the accu-
sed deserved to be in custody:

The bench set aside the order of Andhra
Pradesh HC, which had held that default bail
cannot be cancelled on merit and can be can-
celled only on other general grounds like tam-
pering with evidence/witnesses; not coopera-
ting with the investigating agency; and/or not
cooperating with the trial court. The SC allo-
wed the plea of CBI which had challenged the
HC order. The agency sought cancellation of
bail granted to the accused in the case of mur-
der of former MP Y S Vivekananda Reddy:

Delhi HC quashes review
plea on CJI's appointment

New Delhi: The Delhi high court on Monday
rejected a plea seeking areview of the dismiss-
al of a PIL that had challenged the appoint-
ment of DY Chandrachud as
the Chief Justice of India.
*The petitioner is not able
to show any error apparent on
face of record. There are no
erounds to interfere with the
impugned order passed on No-
vember 30, 2022, a division bench observed.
The judges also remarked that the plea—
filed by Sanjeev Kumar Tiwari—was an ap-
peal “disguised as review” and it did not fall
“within the four corners of a review”. Tnn

SC nixes BJP neta’s plea
on HC order for rape FIR

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday
dismissed BJP leader and former Union min-
ister Syed Shahnawaz Hussain's petition
challenging the Delhi high
courtorder allowing registra-
tion of an FIR on a woman's
complaint alleging rape.
Pressing for quashing of the
HC order, senior advocates
Mukul Rohatgi and Sidd-
harth Luthra, appearing for Hussain, sub-
mitted that Hussain was being trapped in a
false case. However, a bench of Justices S Ra-
vindra Bhat and Dipankar Datta said there
wasnothing wrongin havingafair probe,
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7 Agricultural University

, fIe7-848125
Pusa Samastupur Bihar - 848125

PUBLIC NOTICE

EXTENSION OF LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF
APPLICATION FORM FOR THE TEACHING POSITIONS
With reference to the advertisement no. RPCAU/01/2022
dated 12.02.2022 for recruitment of various Teaching
positions published in various newspapers & University
Website, the last date for submission of Application
form is extended till 3rd February, 2023 upto 05:00
PM (for the post of Professor & Associate Professor)
and till 3rd February 2023 upto 11:59:59 PM (for the
post of Assistant Professor) For further details, please
visit university website i.e., www.rpcau.ac.in.

Dy. Registrar (Rectt.)

lHIHlL I-IEIII.IEE lT"I‘EH DIAH'I' DH LDEUHM.DIHDC EASIS
Radiation Medicine Centre (RMC), Bhabha Atomic Research Centre(BARC)
will conduct a Walk-In-Interview for appointment in the grade of Technician/B
(Animal House Allendant) for Two (02 posts) on locumfadhoc basis
(temporary) for 89 days (Maximum Two terms) on 23.01.2023 (Monday)
at 14.00 hrs. at BARC Hospital, Anushaktinagar, Mumbai-94,
For further details please visit BARC Website at: www.barc.gov.in

current players based on the best of three performances in the Calendar Year (in the descending
order) 2022, 2021, 2020, 2018 (after 01.01.2019) shall be considered for evaluation.
05. EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF MERIT IN SPORTS EVENTS/GAMES:

Only certiicates awarded by the authontias mentioned hereundar will be taken into account as
evidence in support of having participated in compefitions in any of the above Sports
events/Games while considering eligibility of the applicant. A candidate who cannot produce sealf-
attested copies of at least one cerificate issued by one of the authorities mentioned here under

along with application need not apply.

CORRIGENDUM

WESTERN RAILWAY

NOTIFICATION
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

For CVTS Department as Team in Jagjivanram Hospital,
< Western Railway Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008.

Applications are invited for empanelment as Consultant on case to case
basis (Specialist/Super specialist Team) In CVTS department of
Jagjivanram Hospital. Western Railway, Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400 008
Eligibility, Qualification & Experience

Super Specialist:- Minimum gualification will be Posi-Doctoral

CQualification DM / MCH or equivalent

with five years of experience in the field.

The application should contain the following information:

Detailed CV of Cardiac Surgeon (Team Leader)

MName of Cardiac Anassthesiologist.

Mame of Assistant Surgeon/Physician assistant.

MName of Cardiac Perfusionist.

Name of assisting Nurse/Technician.

6. Distribution of amount to each member ofthe team.

Interested team leaders to apply ON LINE Site: htip//203.153.40.19

(e karmik) within the stipulated time and date VISIT = MEMO /|

MOTIFICATION on the Home Screen=click display MEMORANDUM =

select type=NOTIFICATION =click SEARCH

Opening date for on line application: 18.01.2023

Last date of applications: 25.01.2023.

Each individual of the team should be ready to comply with the terms and

conditions of contract.

For detailed Terms and conditions visit rallway Website

www.wr.indianrailw v.in under News and Recruitment Section.

Terms:

1. The team will consist of Chief Cardiac Surgeon, Cardiac
Anaesthetist, Assistant Surgeon/Physician Assistant, Perfusionist
and Assisting Nurse/Technician.

2. The application to be made by Cardiac Surgeon who will be the
team leader and has his own team,

3. Applicants and the other team members should have requisite
academic gualification and experience on the date of on line
application.

4. Individual applications will not be entertained.

5. Selected/shortlisted applicants will be called with the requisite
original documents along with once attested copy of the same for
verification.

6. Academic and Technical Qualification must be from Recognized
Institution/Board otherwise candidature will be rejected.

7. Application received through other modes will not be entertained.

i} WESTERN RAILWAY D@
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I,& SCHOOL OF PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURE
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An “Institution of Mational Importance” under an Act of Parliament
{ Toren v, wirA wE ) J(Ministry of Education, Govl. of India)
4~ A, gvwem w2z, % e [ 4, Block-B, Indraprastha Estate, New Delhi - 02
= Tel: 011-23702382-80, T=a/Fax: 011-23702383 www.spa.ac.in

Please refer our advertisement, 2022 released in Times of India &
MNavbharat Times on 9th October, 2022 and Employment Newspaper
& Rozgar Samachar on 22-28 October, 2022 for various Teaching
Posts in the School of Planning and Architecture, New Delhi,

The candidates belonging to PwD Category may kindly note the
“Inclusion of a person with a spine deformity and spine injury
in the list of posts identified to be reserved for persons with
benchmark disabilities."

The applications from the candidates belonging to the above
category of PwD must reach within 15 days from the date of
publication of the advertisement in the Employment News.

The advertisement is specifically meant for PwD candidates with
above deformity.

REGISTRAR

S.No.| Competition Authority awarding certificate Form
Secretary of the National Federation of the
1. | International game concerned. Form-1
> | National Secretary of the National Federation or the Secretary - 5
“il| [TRianE of the State Association of the game concerned. orm-
3 Inter-University Dean of Sports or other Officer in overall Foi3
tournament charge of Sports of the University concerned. orm
i Director of Additional/Joint or Deputy Diractor in
4, E!aa ;iga:;?%iﬁinl overall charge of Sports/games for schools in the Form-4
Directorate of Public Instructions/Education of the State.
Bhyvsical Effici Secretary or other Officer in overall charge of
.15 wsical ENICIBNCY | physical Efficiency in the Ministry of Education Form-5
e and Social Welfare, Governmaeant of India.

Note: Sports achievemeants certified by the recognised authorities in specifiad forms (Form 1 to Form 5)
as per Annexura A’ of Department of Personnel and Training OM in F.Na. 14034/01/201 3-Estt{D) dated
031072013 which is available online in the URL mentionad below will only be consideraed
hittps:iftinincometax.gov.in/sportsquotal/application2022.php

06, LIST OF PREFERRED GAMES/SPORTS FOR WHICH THE APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED:

MNo. of Vacancies Game | No. of Vacancies

L s Men | Women o, Sports Men | Women
1. | Athletics 5 5 9. | Football 5] 0
2 Badminton 2 2 10. | Hockey 3] 0
3. |Basket Ball 5 2 11. | Kabaddi 4 0
4. | Body Building 1 0 12. |Lawn Tennis 1 1
5 Carrom 1 1 13. [ Swimmi 1 1
6. [Chess 1 1 14. | Table Tennis 1 1
7 Contract Bridge 2 0 15. | Voliey Ball 5 0
8. | Cricket o 0

WESTERN RAILWAY

. NOTIFICATION
Walk In Interview

@’ 7" Floor Auditorium Jagjivanram Hospital, Maratha

ey Mandir Marg Mumbai Central,Mumbai 400008.

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for engagement for the
post of Senior Residents in Jagjivanram Hopsital, Western Railway,
Mumbai Central.

selection will be made through Walk In Interview on 30.01.2023

Venue:- 7" Floor Auditorium Jagjivanram Hospital, Maratha Mandir Marg
Mumbai Central, Mumbai 400008.

Registration time :-9.00 hrs. To 12.00 hrs on notified date.

Application received after stipulated time will not be considered.

Sr. Department, Total Remuneration )
No. Designation Vacancy in Rs.Per month | Reservation
01 | Sr.Residents |CVTS Medicine |02 | Approx. UR-02,5C-
CVTS Su rgew o H$-1 .1E'r':|DD.I'I' ':’1 ,DEE'DE:

CVTS Anaesthesia|oi | P*™ EWS-02.
Total -07

G.l.Surgery 01

Paediatrics 01

Gen. Anaesthesia |01

TOTAL o7

Selection will be through the process of Walk In Interview. After
verification of Documents, only those candidates who are found eligible
in all respects will be allowed to appear for Interview. All documents have
to produced in ORIGINALS at the time of Walk In Interview along with the
attested copies. No other intimation will be given separately for walk in
interview,

The vacancies indicated may and post indicated herain may be kept
unfilled at the discretion of Administration.

For more information visit www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in under News and
Recruitment section,

Please bring the filled application form downloaded from above website
with 2 recent coloured passport size photographs.

Walk in Interview for Sr.Residents being conducted on every 1st
Thursday and 3rd Thursday of every month ,according to vacancies and
administrative requirement.

Note:- Senior Resident of JR.Hospital Western Railway Mumbai Central
is accreditated for DMER, Maharashtra, Government’s PG service bond.

‘ _ WESTERN RAILWAY (5D @

www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in

"ll!m :mn.l'-ul.

Like us on: 3 facebook.com/WesternRly  Follow us on:[3 twitter.com/We starnﬂly

Mote-1: In case of non-availability of eligible candidates in any of the above Games/Spors, the
Department reserves its right not to consider such games/sports and allot the vacancies reserved
for such games/sport to any of the remaining games/sports in the above list or games notified by
DoPT as per Annexure "A of O.M, No, 14015M1/76-Estl. (D) dated 4th August, 1980, Para 1 of O.M.
No. 14034/4/85-Estt.(D) dated 18th September, 1985, Appendix to O.M. No. 14034/1/91-Estt.(D)
dated 21st March, 1991, Para 3 of O.M. No. 14034/1/2009-Estt(D) dated 24th November, 2009,
Appendix to O.M. No. 14034/172013-Estt{D) dated 01st September 2020, Para 2 of O.M. No
14034/1/2013-Estt(D) dated 29th January 2021 and Para 2 of O.M. 14034/1/2013-Esit(D) dated

17th June 2022,

Note-2: In case of non-availability of eligible candidates in any of the vacancies earmarked against

each gender for the above sports/igames, the Pr.CCIT, Tamilnadu and Puducherry reserves the

right to aliot such vacancies to any of the gender in terms of Note-1 of Para-6.

07. HOWTOAPPLY: Applications must be submitted only by online mode which can be accessed
from the following URL: https:/ftnincometax.gov.in/sportsquota/application2022.php

08. The candidate on appointment will be liable for posting at any place in Tamilnadu and

Puducherry Region.

09. The applicant shall upload attested copies of the following certificates:
(1} Matriculation/SSC or equivalent ceriificate for proof of age.
(if) Certificates of Educational gualifications.
(iii) Sponts/games certificates as mentioned at 5.Mo. 05 above,

(iv) SC/ST/OBC communily cerlificate
(v) Copy of Aadhar Card

The candidate must be in possession of the requisite qualification for the concerned post as on

01/04/2022.

10. Sports persons who are already employed in Central Government or State Government or
PSU should submit the NOC from the present employer which should be uploaded in the online

application form.

11. The salectad candidates wiil be posted in Tamilnadu and Puducherry region only. The salectad
candidates will be on probation for 2 years or such period as per the extant instructions of the
Government of India. His‘her participation in the tournament/meets on behalf of the department
will also be a deciding factor in the declaration of his/her probation. The selected candidate will
be required to represent the Income Tax Department, Tamilnadu and Puducherry Region in the
tournaments/meets as decided at least for 10 years. The selected candidates wiil be required to
aive an undertaking not to apply for transfer on loan basis/ any other inter-charge transfer
arrangement which the CBDT may devise in future, for a minimum period of 10 years.

12. The declaration to this effect to work at any place under Pr CCIT (CCA), Tamilnadu and
Puducherry Kegion, should be submitted during the pre-appointment process.

13. services of the selected candidates as far as participation in sporting activities and leave
management elc. shall strictly be subject to fulfiiment of the conditions as enumerated in the
DOPT's O.M. No. 6/1/85-Estt (Pay-1) dated 16th July, 1985.

14. Application duly filled and complaeted in all respect, shall be submitted online on or before the
stipulated dale. The application link in the Department website will be functional till 11:59 pm
on the said stipulated date, i.e., 06/02/2023.

15. Application submitted online with soft

documents will be rejected and no correspondeance in the matter will be made with the applicant.
Eligible candidates will be called for Document Verification. The date and venue for Document
Verification will be intimated to the eligible candidates in due course.

16. Any form of canvassing by any candidate will render his‘her candidature liable to be rejectad
summarily at any stage of recruitment process

17. The Pr. Chief Commissioner of Income Tax, Tamilnadu and Puducherry region, has right to
cancel the recruitment process at any stage without assigning any reason.

18. In thea event of any tia, the decision of Pr. Chiaf Commissionar of Income Tax, Tamilnadu and

Puducherry region shall be final

copies of invalid documents or illegible scanned

(R. KUMARAN)
DEPUTY COMMISSIONER OF INCOME TAX
(HQRS) (ADMN) | CHENNAI
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Mallya incommunicado, lawyer disassociates UK home secy orders Sanjay Bhandari’s extradition to India

New Delhi: The SC on Mon- ted him with instructions, de-
day allowed a lawyver, who in spiterepeated attempts.

the past had represented fugi- On July 11 1ast yvear, a bench
tiveerstwhile liquorbaron Vi-  of Justices U U Lalit, S R Bhat
jay Mallya, to disasso- and P § Narasimha had

ciate from the case. sentenced Mallya, ho-
A bench headed by led up in London and fa-
CJ1 D Y Chandrachud cing an extradition pro-

allowed discharge of cess initiated by India,
the advocate-on-re- to four months' impri-
cord, E C Agrawala, sonment and ordered
from representing Mallvaasit him and his three US-based
was informed that the fugitive children to return $40 million,

businessman has not contac- which was siphoned out by

Mallva, with 8% interest.
More than five yvears after
Mallya was found guilty of con-
tempt, the Justice Lalit-led
bench had said it was senten-
cing him in absentia as he had
neither showed remorse nor
tendered apology. “We impose
a sentence of four months and
fine of Rs 2,000. In case the
amount isnotdeposited within
the time stipulated, the con-
temnorshallundergoafturther
sentence of two months.” Ten

Naomi Canton cretary in the administrative
courtof the high court.
Bhandari, who was arres-
ted in London on July 15,
2020 and has conditional
bail, is accused by the In-
dian authorities of,
whilst a resident of In-
dia, evading income tax
between July 1, 2015 and

London: UK home secretary
Suella Braverman has ordered
extradition of defence middle-
man Sanjay Bhandari to India.

Braverman ordered Bhan-
dari’s extradition on January
12 this year, Bhandari has 14 da-
vs from January 12 to put in an
application seeking permis-
sion toappeal both the decision
of thejudge and of the home se-

the Income Tax Act of 1961, by

failingtodisclose assets and in-
come outside India, and of mo-
ney-laundering, contrary to
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002,
: It is alleged that he
s had a number of compa-
nies in India and in va-
l rious overseas jurisdic-
Y| tions, and that he acqui-
February 7, 2017 contrary tothe red significant income outside
Black Money Act of 2015 and India and acquired assets in
overseas territories without

making disclosure of the same
toIndian tax authorities. These
included properties in the UK
and in Dubai, companies in the
UAFE and in Panama, and depo-
sits in foreign bank accounts. It
is alleged that in order to avoid
proper payvment of taxes, he
created false and backdated do-
cuments to distance himself
from ownershipof the assets.
It is also alleged that a sche-
me to launder money was devi-

sed by him whereby various
sham transactions between a
web of entities, incorporated
in different jurisdictions, were
executed and funds were mo-
ved through various bank acco-
unts in different jurisdictions.
The purpose of this was to con-
ceal the source of funds and
identities of real owners with
an intention to circumvent an-
ti-money laundering laws of In-
dia and other countriesas well.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Our Beloved

Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com

or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free)

To book your ad
PAYING HOMAGETO THE DEPARTED SOUL
"’i . Il JAL JALARAM I DEATH i SAD DEMISE
i34 Smt. Diwaliben (Diya) Navinchandra ailil it i i - <
fﬂ‘ Jasani (Thakkar) A TRIBUTE
L '
13% ﬁ L ]
17.02.1940 14.01.2023 JACOB JOHN
‘ KALLOOR
1944 - 2023
Left for his everlasting
. . : \ | home on 13 January.
%ﬂ’ti@”ﬂ& a bleasing, Lol mﬂ fheasihe, Pravin Marfatia Beloved husband &

SH. K.K. NAIR
(18.07.1941 - 17.01.2022)

Our Longtime General Secretary
who left us 1 year ago

Your Life was a Blessing
Your memaories a treasure
You are loved beyond words
Missed beyond measure.

All India Bank of Baroda Officers' Association

Email: aiboboal964@gmail.com
www.alboboa.com

Prayer Meeting at Jalaram Hall,
N.5.Road no.6, [VPD, Mumbai- 400049,
Tuesday 17th January, 2023,

between 5:00 pm -7.00 pm

In Grief & Remembrance
Bharat & Dipti Jasani, Pankaj & Shweta Jasani,
Rajesh & Sheela Mirani, Ajay & Gita Jasani,
Rajiv ¢ Hema Jasani, Ram ¢ Radhika Jasani
Karan ¢ Mansi Jasani, Nimish ¢ Riddhi Thacker,

Darshan ¢ Meghna Bhatt, Ankur ¢ .
Prachi Dewani, Vaidehi, Krishna, Shibani, %‘1
Janvi, Rf}fﬂ, Rivaan, Neo, .-'_fﬂyden, Bruno, 4 . }'ﬂ

, Jay Shree Krishna | - -'i..'"r"

Passed away peacefully
on 16/1,/2023.

Will be remembered
forever by Dr Sarayu

Chirag
Marfatia Lavanya Anup

and Arav Rachana Ravi KﬂtECha
Mihir and Abhay. ( 16.10.1978-14.01.2023

No condolences please. A devoted, loval,
oo * reliable and sincere

personality,

IN LOVING MEMORY He was the soul of
e EARN Yl | our company with his |
= : contribution to our
organisation of more

With profound grief, we announce that our
beloved Shri Mohan Maker ji has left for his
heavenly abode on 15th January, 2023,

Antim Ardas will take place at

Gurudwara Dhan Pothohar nagar, 396/19, North Avenue,

Mear Rajesh Khanna Garden, Santacruz West
on 17th January, 2023 | 5SPM-6PM

IN MOURNING,
MAKER FAMILY & RELATIVES

ASANAND SONS,
MARK IMPEX & FX PIGMENTS PVT LTD

SAD DEMISE

Shri Khataubhai Parekh (1935-2023)
Passed Away Peacefully on 15" January 2023

Husband of Late Krishnaben Parekh

In fond remembrance

than 25 vears.
We will miss you and
remember you
{ always. }
LEO CHEMO
PLAST PVT. LTD.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

m
Prayer meeting

SMT. KALPANA ‘ B Poenilon '
X Venue : Saraswat wadi,

SHASHIKANT Zaver road, Mulund
AJMERA ¢ (west), Mumbai-80 )
1944 - 2023 ']‘llﬂﬂ-dﬂ}l' 17.01.2023

Timing :

It’s with great sorrow . 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM

that we announce the =)
demise of our beloved |
on 13th fanuary 2023.
You have taught us to
never give up and live
life to the fullest. You
will always continue to
inspire us.
We love you and will
miss you dearly.

e A %

PUSHPA DHANANJAY PAREKH
14/02/1927 " 15/01/2023

PRAYER MEET

TUESDAY | 17TH JANUARY, 2023 | 6-7PM -
SNDT COLLEGE HALL,
RAF|I AHMED KIDWAI RD, MATUNGA

Deeply mourned by:

Gaurang & Poonam,

Prashant & Alpa Ajmera
Shalin Yora
Esha & Ankur Saraf

WITH US, AT EVERY STEP, FOREVER AND ALWAYS

GEETA-RAJ, JASMINA-MAYANK
SONAL

MS. THERESIA

MANSI-ANUJ, MAANSI-DHAVAL, R FERNANDES
ROSHMI-MNIMAY, DIKSHA-MALAY, DHWAMI-SUNAY Shaina, Vidhisha W/o Late Norman
ADIT, TARA, DEV, AASMA, NYRAA Akshar, Aashna Fernandes

You will always be in
our hearts and our
prayers. We will miss
you and fondly
remember you in every
moment of our life.
Lots of love from her
Family, relatives and
Friends.
Funeral service on
17" January 2023 at
St. Vincent De Paul
Church Khar at 4 pm
followed by Burial at
St. Andrew's Church
Bandra

PAREKH AND KUMBHANI FAMILIES

Aanya, Viaan

& entire Ajmera family

Please join us for a Zoom
meeting to pay a tribute to
her on Tuesday 17th
[anuary from 6:30pm to
Sia0pm I5T
https:/ /bitly /KalpanabenA

TO BOOK
AN ANNDUNCEMENT
IN THIS SECTION CALL:
JAI SARSAR
9867505472

lﬂp__l:.-"-'ud.i.tiuugrnnj.l:um

Jmera
Zoom Meeting 1D -
964 4627 6507
Passcode - 1234567890

Chunilal Pnpatla] Gutka
5/0 Padmaben Popat Raja Gutka

22-12-1936 10" 17-01-2013
Death Anniversary

Ranjanben Chunilal Gutka
(Lakhabavad)

10-05-1943 ™ 01-03-2021
* Death Anniversary

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY:
Son: Hitesh Chunilal Gutka

Daughter-in-law: Kumud Hitesh Gutka
Grandson - Granddaughter-in-law : Neel - Komal Neel Gutka

Granddaughter - Son-in-law: Dr. Mansi - Adv. Harsh Pankaj Jakharia

Naresh & Dipti Parekh, Jagruti & Pradeep Patel
Yogesh & Zarna Parekh, Yash & Preksha
Kush, Krish, Henna
Karna & Bhavya, Kevin & Ankita

and Parekh Family

Prayer Meeting

18" January 2023, Time : 05.00 pm - 6.30 pm

Venue

Nehru Centre Auditorium,
Dr. Annie Besant Road, Worli, Mumbai - 400 018

PAREKH
GROUP

Great - Grandson: Pakshal Harsh Jakharia

Granddaughter: Jaini Hitesh Gutka
Daughters & Family:
":.i; Kalpana Kailash Shah, Late Kailash Devchand Shah,
Bhavin Kailash Shah, Mansi Bhavin Shah & Sonali - Shail Kailash Shah
*‘ Bijal Arun Gada, Arun Nemchand Gada & Harshin Arun Gada
‘$‘ Bindu Chetan Haria, Dr. Chetan Ramniklal Haria,
Fiona Chetan Haria & Herschel Chetan Haria

&

R
SINCE 1981
STAFF OF POPAT RAJA & SONS & GUTKA GROUP OF COMPANIES
www.guthafoodexports.com

B WORLDWIDE EXPORTER OF Lijjar PAPAD Ml HANT HOTELS PVT. LTD.
G ﬂf'.i.p- HARN Food Specialities LLP -
* Manufacturer of Snacks
GENTRUST CONSUMER DURABLES PVT. LTD.
§ (SPHEREHOT INSTANT GEYSERS) - spherehol.com
NATIONWIDE SUPPLIERS &
WORLDWIDE CUSTOMERS

loving father.
- Y -

We miss vou,
Molly & Roshni

SAD DEMISE

SHEL DILIPBHAI M. DHARIA
Son of Late Shri Muljibhai and
Late Smit. Kamlaben Dharia
ihs The Imperial Tube &
Hardware Mart)
FRAYER MEETING
17th Jan '23
Tarabai Hall, Marine Drive
Batween 5 pm -7 pm
Wife: Rashirni Diaria
Sons: Rakesh & Saumil
Daughter-in-laws; MNeha B Tanvi

15t Death i"lui"lﬂi".""‘l"‘r':!l"'."

Cecilia Lucy Lobo
Died- 17-01-2022

- L el = LD =

Wife of Late Joachim
joseph Lobo
Children- Lancy,
Vincent, Archie, Jane
and Grandchildren

Granddaughters: Ananva & Tanaya

RASAM PAGDI |

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
OUR BELOVED FATHER

Shri Jethanand M.
Vasnani
{(Founder of

J.M. Vasnani Engg, Co.)
1931 - 2023

[t 15 with deep sorrow
that we inform vou
about the sad demse
of our beloved father
Shri Jethanand
Vasnani. He was not
only a beloved head
of our family, but also
a mentor and a role
model to many.

He lived a life filled
with generosity,
wisdom and hard work
always putting family
first, he showed us
how to live a life worth
living! we pray his
departed soul rests in
peace. Forever in our
hearts, never forgotten
with prayer & gricf,
Vasnani family.

"PAGDI RASAM"
on 17-01-2023
5:00 - 5:30 PM

at Sachkhand Darbar,
'C' Block Shahad

Station Road Unr. 1
Condolence on
9820864944
9820193354

DEATH
ANNIVERSARY

13" Death
Anniversary

Dr. MANOHAR
KRISHNA
PANANDIKAR

(4.02.28 - 17.01.10)
n e
Remembered By

-:ﬁ:#—*

Dr. Datta M.
Panandikar,

Dr. Bharti D.
Panandikar,
Mr. Pushkar V. Joshi
Dr. Monica P. Joshi
Nikita, Heha, Mihir

Staﬂ’ & Ductnrs of E
Panandikar
&

Hospital Thane.

% 3 DEATH
ANNIVERSARY

In loving memory of
our Darling

SCHUBERT
DIAS

3 years on,
we still cherish your
meniory every day.
Your laughter,
your jokes,
your love for food..
all of which taught us
to live in the moment.
We miss and
love you loads.

“SCHUMANIA”
LOVED FOREVER

From your
loving wife:
RUMANIA
Children:

SCHNACKEN &
SCNEITER & JUuDY
Grand Child:
SCHALYAN

FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARY
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

LATE SHRI BHARAT
PANDURANG BHOIR
(1/6/1953 - 27/1/2022)
Kapurbawdi, Thane

Wife
Mrs.Vidya Bharat Bhoir
Daughter

Dr. Mrs. Lalan
Sameer Palaskar

Son
Mr.Navin Bharat Bhoir

Grand Daughters
Shriya, Saachi,
Manashree, Sanvi

WE MISS YOU A LOT

| REMEMBRANCES

TALPADE VAIBHAV K
(25/01/1965-17/01/1993)
{(Chartered & Cost Ac-
countant) In the Everlov-
ing memory of my beloved
Vaibhav who passed away
this day in 1993 - Alpana
{Wife)

12" Death Anniversary
17/01/2023

N. N. VENKATRAMAN
Your Life, Words will
continue to inspire us
forever. We remember
& miss your presence
every moment.

With love remembered
by : Wife Radha &

Family Members

- -I':%:;

TO BOOK AN
ANNOUNCEMENT
IN THIS SECTION
CALL: JAI SARSAR

3867205472

TO BOOK
AN ANNOUNCEMENT
IN THIS SECTION
CALL:
JAI SARSAR
9867505472

hitps://ads.timesgroup.com
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Hyd delivery man
jumps off bidgto
flee dog, dies

Hvderabad: A 23-vear-old fo-
od delivery agent who jumped
three floors from a Hyderabad
apartment building last week
to escape a pet German Shep-
herd that allegedly lunged at
him died of his injuries in ho-
spital late Saturday, hisfamily
sald. Newsof Mohammed Riz-
wan's death prompted Banja-
ra Hills police to add the char-
ge of “causing death by negli-
gence” under Section 304A
under the [PC to the FIR aga-
inst K Shobhana, the pet ow-
nerto whom the deceased was
to deliver food. Rizwan was
outside Shobhana's Banjara
Hills apartment when the dog
allegedly tried to attack him,

12-yr-old tribal
girl gangraped
in MP, 3 held

Jabalpur: A 12-year-old tribal
girl was gangraped by three
men in Jabalpur after one of
them offered her a lift to her re
lative’s home on Sunday. The
accused have been arrested.

The police said the girl
knew one of the accused as he
lives in a nearby village where
her maternal aunt resides. On
sunday evening, when she set
off to visit her aunt, the acqua-
intance offered to give her a lift
on his bike, and she agreed, the
police added.In a jungle on the
way, the accused allegedly
stopped the motorevele, and he
and his two friends raped her,
said the police. Tnn

Bird cage set
ablaze in Satara,
40 pigeons dead

Kolhapur: A bird cage, with 40
pigeons inside, was set ablaze
by unidentified person{s) at
Laxmi Tekdi, in the Sadar Ba-
zaar area of Satara city All 40
pigeons were burnt to death.

A case has been registered
with the Satara city police sta-
tion and the cops are checking
the CCTV footage. A plastic wa-
ter bottle, which had contained
diesel, was recovered from the
spot. Police suspect that someo-
nefromthe same neighbourho-
od may have set the pigeon cage
on fire. Rajendra Jadhav had
setuptheshedatsomedistance
from his house. T

‘Will Empower
Women In
The Military’

Times News NETWORK

: New Delhi: The Agnipath
. scheme is a “transformative
: policy™
: changer”
. the armed forces and making
: them ‘future-ready’
: challenges ahead, PM Na-
: rendra Modi said on Monday.

that will be *“a game-
in strengthening

for the

Congratulating the first

: batch of Agniveers during a
: virtual address as “pione-
: ers” who would make the ar-
: med forces
: and tech-savvy”, Modi said
: the “path-breaking” scheme
: will further
: men in the military

“more vouthful

empower Wwo-

Women are already doing

. well on various fronts, he sa-

id, citing examples of a wo-

- man officer being recently

help forces be future-ready: PM

Modi said Agniveers are pioneers who will make the forces more youthful

deploved in the Siachen gla-
cier and women pilots flying
modern fighters like Rafales
and Sukhoi-30MKls,

Under the Agnipath sche-
me announced last June,
26,000 Agniveers (20,000 for
Army and 3,000 each for IAF
and Navy)have already begun
their training. Another 20,000
are slated to join Army regi-
mental centres for training in
March. The first batch in the
Navy include 341 women, whi-
le the other two services plan
tofollow suit.

Only 25% of these 46,000
soldiers, airmen and sailors
will eventually be selected to
serve for another 15 vears af-
ter the first four vears. The
rest 75% will be demobilised
with the Seva Nidhi exit pack-
ageof Rs11.711akheach.

Addressing the Agniveers
with defence minister Raj-
nath Singh and the military
brass in attendance, Modi sa-
id “technologically-advanced
soldiers™ will play a key role
in the military and that the
current generation of youth

Jallikattu event in Palamedu in Madurai, Tamil Nadu. Four enthusiasts died in seperate incidents in

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. While one accident took place in Shivamogga, Karnataka, on Sunday, the
other happened in Shikaripura on Saturday. On Sunday, a 34-year-old was injured after a bull jumped on
him. He died early on Monday. On Saturday, a 24-year-old was watching the bulls when the animals
rushed towards the crowd and wounded him. He was taken to a hospital where he died on Monday. In TN,
a 26-year-old was gored to death by a bull in Palamedu on Monday, and a 25-year-old was killed in Trichy

Masks must in Kerala, :
even inside vehicles

Times NEws NETWORK

Thiruvananthapuram:

The Eerala government has
mademasks mandatory inall
public places, workplaces, so-
cial gatherings and vehicles
foramonth. The order, issued
on January 13, said it would
come into effect immediately,

Though the government
has not provided an explana-
tion for the mandate, its view
is that the state has never lift-
ed the order requiring masks
in public places. “The deci-
sion should be seen as a pre-
cautionary measure, There is
no need for any alarm. Also,
owing to the rise in influenza
cases, itisgood to wear masks
and use sanitisers as part of
hvgienic measures, The
norm regarding the use of
maskswasneverlifted in Ker-
ala,” said Tinku Biswal, prin-
cipal secretary, health.

The use of sanitisers has
been made compulsory in
shops, offices, theatres and
places where people gather
Social distancing must be

Kerala plans
menstrual leave
at all state univs

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala higher education mi-
nister R Bindu on Monday
said the government is acti-
vely considering demands
for introducing menstrual
leave for students in all uni-
versities in the state.

There were demands
from wvarious quarters for
menstrual leave in all uni-
versities after Cochin Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology (Cusat) introduced it.

“Menstrual leave was
approved in Cusat after de-
mands from SFlled stu-
dents’ unions. Now, the go-
vernment is considering the
samefacility inotheruniver-
sities too, considering the
mental and physical difficul-
ties that female students fa-
ce,” Bindu said. While 75%
attendance is mandatory for
students toappearfor exami-
nations, Cusat amended ru-
les, so that female students
reguire only 73% attendance
for the purpose,

. File pic

Dfﬂmats said the dlrectwe was
only a precautionary measure

practised at all public places.

In August 2022, the state
had extended the mask man-
date for six months. The new
order has not stated whether
violators will be fined.

Dr B Ekbal, chairman of
the expert committee on Co-
vid, said, “Morbidity due to
flu and respiratory infections
is becoming high in the state.
Hence, people should always
carry amask with them.”

Kerala IMA president Dr
N Sulphiquestioned the tim-
ing of the new mandate
since Covid cases and hospi-
tal admissions in the state
are low Only 637 cases have
been reported in Kerala this
month till January 15.

Post namaz row,
Guj varsity bans
religious acts

Vadodara: The MS Univer-
sity continued to be in the
eve of a storm after a third
incident of a student offe-
ring namaz inside the uni-
versity campus surfaced.

After a video of a girl stu-
dent offering namaz outside
the lecture hall of the botany
department went viral, for-
mer and cuwrrent student
union members, along with
some religious outfits, on
Monday demanded action
from the university authori-
ties. Following the contro-
versy, the dean of the faculty
of science, professor Harib-
hai Kataria, issued a notice
restricting all students and
faculty members from any
kind of religious activities
inside the faculty premises.

“The students and facul-
ty are informed that no reli-
gious activities are permit-
ted on faculty premises. Vio-
lation will invite disciplina-
ry action,” the notice issued
by Katariaread.

Desi scientists discover solitary

has this potential, while tal-
king about the new frontiers
of contactless warfare and
challenges of cvber warfare.

New India is filled with
renewed vigour and efforts
are underway to modernise
the armed forces and make
them atmanirbhar (self-reli-
ant), the PM said.

He said Agniveers' high
gpirits reflect the bravery of
the armed forces, which have
always kept the tricolour fly-
inghigh. “The experience you
will acquire through this op-
portunity will be a source of
pride for life,” he said, while
urging them tolearn different
languages, cultures and wavs
of living during their pos-
tings to different regions.

Singh termed the Agni-
path scheme as one of the
“most important and unpre-
cedented reforms” that had
received an “encouraging re-
sponse” with a large number
of applicants. *Agniveers will
not only become surakshave-
ers, but also samriddhiveers.”

Sikkimwants a
baby boom, will
reward women

Gangtok: Sikkim CM Prem
Singh Tamang aims to incen-
tivise childbirth among indige-
nous conimunities to combat
declining fertility rates in the
country’'s least populous state,
proposing a special increment
to women emplovees giving
birth to a second baby and two
increments for a third child.

The proposal to encourage
people to have more children,
possibly a first by any state,
comes just over a year after
the Sikkim Krantikari Mor-
cha-led cabinet’s November
14, 2021, announcement that
women in government ser-
vice would be entitled to 365
days of maternity leave while
new fathers could avail 30
days’ paternity leave.

“We need to arrest the de-
clining fertility rate with in-
centives for local people to pro-
duce more children,” news
agency PTI quoted Tamang as
saving. “Sikkim’s fertility rate
registered the lowest growth
rate at one child per woman in
recent years.” THM& AGENCIES

“Agnipath a game-changer, will  After free power, Cong vows

2k sop to woo K’taka women

Anil.Gejji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Congress gen-
eral secretary Privanka
Gandhi-Vadra on Monday
announced a monthly cash
assistance of Rs 2,000 for ev-
ery woman head of a Karna-
taka household if the party
is voted to power in the as-
sembly elections slated this
year. The pledge follows a re-
cent Congress promise of
200units of freeelectricityto
all households.

Privanka made the cash
aid announcement under a
“Gruha Lakshmischeme™at
a women's convention called
‘Naa Nayaki(I'm the woman
leader)’ in the city.

The scheme will benefit
over 1.5 crore women in the
state and cost the exchequer
around Rs 36,000 crore a year.

The cash aid is an at-
tempt to share the “burden
of the exorbitant” LPG pric-

EC showcases remote
EVMSs; oppn parties
say explain its need

New Delhi: The Election
Commission on Monday
held consultations with na-
tional and state political
parties on its proposal on
remote voting with a major-
ity of opposition parties
pressing for a broad-based
consensus on legal, admin-
istrative and logistical
framework, including the
definition of domestic mi-
grants before taking the
matter further.

While some parties saw
the demonstration of the
prototype remote electron-
ic voting machine (RVM),
others stayed away from it,
sayving technological inter-
ventions can wait before a
consensus is developed on
legaland administrative is-
sues. Sources in the poll
panel said some parties re-
quested for demonstration
of RVM in statesalso.

While EC had invited
eight national and 57 state
parties recognised by it, 40
state parties attended the
meet. Representativesofall
eight national parties at-

Prlyan ka Gandhi takes nath at
her ‘Na Nayaki' convention in
Bengaluru on Monday

es and the daily expenses
that a woman bears, Con-
gress said, adding the idea
for the welfare scheme came
from women themselves.
Addressing the conven-
tion, Privanka said Rs 24,000
a yvear would be directly
credited to their bank ac-
counts. "We want every
woman in the state to be em-
powered, capable of stand-
ing on her own and taking
care of her children,” Pri-
vanka added. “Ask yourself

The remote electronic voting
machine prototype being
showcased in Delhi on Monday

tended the consultation.

The parties agreed with
broad objectives of effortto
include non-voting elec-
tors in the election process
in the stakeholder consul-
tations on electoral issues.

“No opposition party
wantstosee thedemonstra-
tion of a remote voting ma-
chine. First the issue of the
need to have such a ma-
chine should be settled,”
Congress member Digvi-
java Singh told reporters
after the meeting.

“The idea of remote vot-
ing matchine is not accept-
able,” he added. acencies

. primary accommodation of
. state seniors and guests in Del-
: hi, on Saturday and taking
: away CCTV footage, reports
: Sukumar Mahato.

Bommai scoffs at
Priyanka’s event

arnataka CM Basavaraj

Bommairidiculed
Privanka Gandhi Vadra's
convention, saying the
Congress general secretary
had reached a stage where
“she had to declare herselfa
leader”. The CM said since
there are no women rallying
around her, Priyvanka had to
announce “Na Nayaki”.*She
isaleaderonlyinpostersand
advertisements. It'sclear
thatthe women of Karnataka
are not prepared to make her
aleader,” he added. Tun

whether your lives have im-
proved over the past few
vears and then vote, Make
this election about you and
vour future,” Privanka said
in an apparent appeal to re-
ject the governing BJP.

Delhi, Guj cops

took away CCTV

footage: Didi

. Sagardighi (Murshidabad):
: West Bengal chief minister

Mamata Ba-
nerjee accused
the Delhi and
Gujarat police
on Monday of
entering Banga
Bhavan, the

*(ujarat police, along with

Delhi police, took away all
: CCTV footage from Banga Bha-

van on Saturday. The governor,

: the Calcutta high court chief
: justice and judges stay there
: (when in Delhi),” she said at a
: rally in Murshidabadbefore re-
: ferring to Trinamool spoke-
: sperson Saket Gokhale’s arrest
- from Banga Bhavan a few we-
:eksago. “Oneof our party wor-
- kerswas wrongfully arrested
: by Gujarat police from Banga
: Bhavan. He was going to Ra-
: jasthan. He was arrested again
: evenafter beingreleased on ba-

il,” shesaid.
Banerjee linked the Cent-

re's “deprivationand denial” of
: Bengal with
: and harassment” by agencies.

“selective raids

. waves in Mars’s magnetosphere

New Delhi: Indian scientists
have reported the first proof
of the presence of solitary wa-
ves (electric field fluctua-
tions) in Mars's magnetosp-
here, reports Surendra
Singh. The discovery has be-
en made by a four-member te-
am of the Indian Institute of
Geomagnetism (I1G).

The discovery is signifi-
cant as solitary waves direct-
Iy control particle energisa-
fion, plasma loss and trans-
port through wave-particle
interactions.

“Our earth 1s a giant mag-
net and its magnetic field pro-
tectsus from high-speed char-
ged particles that are continu-
ously emitted from the sun in
the form of solar wind. Mars
doesn’t have any intrinsic
magnetic field. This allows
the high-speed solar wind to
interact directly with its at-
mosphere,” Bharati Kakad,
scientist with [1G, told TOI.

The IIG team 1s exploring
if solitary waves play any role
in the loss of atmospheric
ioms on the red planet,

Jharkhand Urja Utpadan Nigam Ltd.
(CIN: U40108JH20135GC001703)
(CIN No.: U40108JH20135GC001703)

Regd. Office: Engineering Building,
HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi - 834004
(E-mail:dgmhrm.juuni@gmail.com)

e-TENDER NOTICE
NIT No. - 15 /PR/ JUUNL/ 2022-23

E-tender in two parts 1.e. Technical (Part-1) and Financial
{Part— 11} 15 invited from n_pun_:] L.ip.:h]L prﬂm_m_uddnd I."nllm_mlh

sound registered supplier’ companies/ cooperative society/ agencies/

proprictorship  firms/  partnership/

CONGOY PsLUY

operator/ Pvt. Ltd./ Public Ltd. etc. for the following works : -

Name of work

Estimated cost (Fs.)

Hining of e vehicle {e-car, Sedan
type 5 Seater) Qiy.=06 nos. with
chauffeur services along with
supply, installation & maintenance
ol e-vehicle (EV) charging stations
for A.C. supply (Qty. = 02 Nos.) on
monthly hire basis for a period of
Si1x (06) years at JUUNL hgr,,
HEC, Dhurwa, Rancha,

Rs. 2,53,18, (IHE} U[] 1]nciu-~nn.,ut'dll

Registered Tour

Eamest Money Deposit

Rs. S.I[J.H[JH.[}[] i11 the form of

DDBG in favour of Tharkhand

Urja Utpadan Nigam Limited,
payable at Ranchi (in case of BG
nattonalized’ scheduled bank only)

Completion Period

06 Years

e-Tender fee

Rs, 10,000- only + 1 8% GST in
the form of DD in favour of
Jharkhand Urja Utpadan Nigam
Limited, payable at Ranchu.

Start Date and nme of upload of BID

18.01.2023

Start Date & Time of Download the
Tender Documents

_End date and time of upload of BID

Last date of submission of hard copy
of id, tender cost and EMD in the
oflice of G.M. (HR/ Adm./ Legal)

18.00.2023
10.02.3023 upto 04:00 PM

Upto 10,02.2023 at 06:00 PM

BID Opening date for technical part

14.02.2023 m 03:00 PM

BID Opening date for price part

Will be commumicated

Procurement Officer and address for
communication

General Manager (HR Adm./
Legal), JUUNL Hagr., Engineer
Bulirjmb HEC, Dhurwa, Ranchi
834004

|.e-Tender document and BOQ including terms & conditions, tender |
specification can be downloaded from website https://jharkhand
tenders.gov.n. Any details required in this regard can also be had
from the office of the undersigned (9431747672) duning office

hours.

2. The bids will be received through electronic tendering mode only.
3.No claim shall be entertained on account of disruption of internet
services being used by bidders. Bidders are advised to upload their
bids well in advance to avoid last minute technical snag.
wita d wgfa & wal o | guag
S 18003458570 (Bie A=) O T S |

PR 287586 Jharkhand Urja

Utpadan Nigam Lid(22-23).D

General Manager (HR/ Adm./Legal) |

a1 frsT

Sd/-

E-TENDERING
PRESS NOTICE

The Executive Engineer,
CD-l, Irrigation & Flood
Control Department,
GNCTD Opp. ESI
Hospital, Basai Darapur
Office  Complex New
Delhi-110027 invites on
behalf of the President

of India, online
percentage rate tender
from approved and

eligible contractors for
the following works:-

1. NIT No. EE/CD-1/DB/
NIT/2022-23/112 (ID No.
2022 IFC 234183 1)
H.O.A:- 4711-Plan
(Other Drainage Works),
Name of Work:-
Removal of hump (silt/
earth/manure/sludge
etc.) by dredging from
Ranhola Bridge DIS
RD (34350m) to Outer
Ring Road Bridge (RD
40680m) at Najafgarh
Drain. E.C. Rs.
14,37,50,920/- Earnest
Money:- Rs. 28,75,018/-
period of Completion
180 Days. (Date of
submission & opening
of bid on 17.01.2023 at
3:00 PM. & 3:05 PM
respectively.)

Note:- 1) Details of
above mentioned
works &  eligibility

criteria can be seen
and downloaded from
the web site https://

govtprocurement.delhi.
gov.in

2. Amendment(s)/
alteration(s) /
corrigendum if any, will
be available at website
only.

Sd/-
EXECUTIVE
ENGINEER/ CD-l

DIFFSHABDARTH/D558/22-23

I@ WESTERN RAILWAY- RATLAM DIVISION

TENDER NOTICE FOR VARIOUS WORKS
WIGZAMNITH. Date 121012023, The Divisional Railway Manager (W/A) Ratlam invites *Open Tender”® through e-tender on

website www.ireps gov.in the details are as under:-

Sr. E-Tender No. & Name of Work Approx value Earna_st Maoney
No. 4 in?
1 RTM-2022-23-82 Chanderia - Ratlam - Khandwa Section & Rau-Tihi Secton -
Construction of with Precast PEC Panel & Precast Column and RCC footing &
Column Cap to prevent encroachments and fresspassing in stretches (Balance 3.88,90.357.90 | 3:44,500.00
Work) in the jurisdiction of DEN (North) Ratiam
2 RTM-2022-23-100 Mimach Depot - Supply of 30 mm size machine crushed stone
ballast and loading in to hoppers at, (Total Quantity = 85046 Cum 7,32,55,896.12 | 5,16,300.00
3 RTM-2022-23-103 Ratlam-Khandwa Section-Rebuilding Bridges Existing sleeal
girder by RCC. box/PSC slab. Bridge Mo. 98 & 99, pipe culvert 5384 & 5398 1.67,08,736.39 | 2,33,600.00
{Total - 4 Mos.)
Approx Quantity : for Sr.no. -1, 2 & 3 - As per Tender Schedule. Completion on Period ; for Sr.no. -1 &2 - 18 Months,
Sr.no.- 3 - 12 Months, Similar type of work : for Sr. no. - 1 - Any Civil engineering Work involving PSC elements such as PSC

Girders/PSC Slabs/PSC Sleeper etc. Sr. no. - 2.

Ballast/Bouldars. Sr. no. - 3. - Any RailRoad Bridge work of opening mora than 3.0 m. Note - The work (o be done under

running line, the tendarer should have the experience of carrying out work under running traffic.
283 -12.01.2023, Date of Opening & time at :

06.02.2023, Cost of Tender Form ¥ : Mil. » Detailed tender notice, eligibility criteria and terms and conditicns are availabla at

website

Website : www.ireps.gowv.in.
SNP-392

sHor 3r.no.-1-11.01.2023. for Sr. no. -

- Any Civil EngineeringiTrack Work, OR Supply of

Divisional Railway Manager (W/A), Ratlam Division, Western Railway

Like us on: B3 facebook.com/WesternRly « Follow us on:[%J twitter.com/WesternRly

Date of uploading on
for3r.no.-1,2&3 -

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & PROJECT DIRECTOR
STATE PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT

WEST BENGAL MAJOR IRRIGATION AND FLOOD MANAGEMENT PROJECT
JALASAMPAD BHAWAN, 9TH FLOOR, SALT LAKE CITY, KOLKATA - 700 091
EMAIL :- ce.pd.wbmifmp@gmail.com Tel --033-23581315
NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement

Procurement Notice for India - P162679 West Bengal Major Irrigation & Flood Management Project - IN-IWD-333606-CW-RFB
(Funded by World Bank, AlIE & Government of West Bengal)

Contract No (1)

Contract Title (2)

‘(Rs.) (3)

Bid Security

Period of
Completion (5)

Cost of Document
{Rs.) (4)

Balance works of IRR-03/Lot-3, Durgapur Branch Canal (DBC) from 38.10 km to 57.912 km including all its appurtenant
canals within the reach - Package No. IRR-20 - comprising two lots.

Procurement Officer

RFE NO: WEBMIFMP/PD/ | Lot- A : Balance warks of IRR-03/Lot- | INR 0.20 Cr. MIL 04 Months
NCB/22-23/IRR20/L-A | 3, Durgapur Branch Canal (DBC) from |[Indian  Rupees
38.10 km to 43.30 km including all its| Twenty  Lacs
appurtenant canals within the reach. |only]
RFB NO: WBMIFMP/PD/ | Lot- B: Balance works of IRR-03/Lot- |INR 0,15 Cr, NIL 04 Months
NCB/22-23/IRR20/L-B | 3. Durgapur Branch Canal (DBC) from |[Indian  Rupees
43,30 km fo 57,912km including all its |Fifleen Lacs
appurtenant canals within the reach. |only]

—
Availability of Bidding Document

Chief Engineer & Project Director,
WBMIFMF, 18WD, Govt. of WB

The bidding document is available
online on https:/iwbtenders.gov.in

From 17.01.2023
at 10.00 hours (IST) | upto 13:00 hours (IST)

To 20.02.2023

Note:

responsive and will not be opened.

2015-16 to FY 2021-2022 as follows -

(i) The bidders are required o submit (a) original bid security in approved form; and (b) original affidavit regarding correctness
of information fumished with bid document with Chief Engineer and Project Director, SPMU, WBMIFMP, 9th Floor,
Jalasampad Bhavan, Western Block, Bidhannagar, Salt Lake City, Kolkata - 700-091, West Bengal before the bid
submission deadline, either by registered post/speed posticourier or by hand, failing which the bids will be declared non-

(ii} The eligibility criteria for selection of Agency/Firms are provided below:
(a) The bidder should have a minimum consiruction Cash flow requirement as follows:- i) Lot -A : INR 4,93 Cr : ii) Lot - B: INR 3.39 Cr ,
(b) The bidder should have a minimum average annual consiruction tumnaover during the last five financial years i.e. from FY

i} Lot -A: INR 14.78 Cr. ii) Lot -B: INR 10.17 Cr.
(c) The bidder should have satisfactorily, as a prime contractor, joint venture member , management confractor or sub -
contractor completed at least one similar nature of work of one contract having minimum value between 1st April 2015 and bid
submission deadline as Follows: - (i) Lot — A: INR 7.88 Cr; (ii) Lot - B: INR 5.42 Cr;

(d) The bidder should have completed minimum quantity for

Lot - A: Ordinary/Standard concrete (M15 and above®) minimum 7038,00 cum.
Lot - B: Ordinary/Standard concrete (M15 and above®) minimum 4729.00 cum.
* (i) Standard /Ordinary concrete as specified in 1S 456:2000 (i) Nominal mix ordinary concrete executed with mix proportion of
cement, sand and coarse aggregate by volume not leaner than 1:2:4, should be considered as equivalent to M15, if the grade
is not explicitly mentioned in the specific construction experience.
Further details & Cormigendum if any can be seen from the website: hitps:(iwbtenders.gov.in

Chief Engineer and Project Director,
SPMU, WEMIFMP, Government of West Bengal

Sd/-
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‘Forced into sex,

TRUCK TOO HEAVY, BRIDGE BREAKS

Eunuchs ‘dance’ |

man kills friend,
helps with search

Vadodara: Eight days after a
3-vear-old man from Halol
went missing, police exhumed
his body from an open field in
Gujarat’s Panchmahals dis-
trict on Monday He had been
hacked todeath and buried bva
59-yvear-old man who was alle-
gedly fed up of being sexually
exploited by the deceased.

The accused, who was ar-
rested on Sunday, had been
evading suspicion by preten-
ding to help the cops look for
him for some days, but a phone
callmadeon the victim’s phone
nailed him. The accused clai-
med that the deceased used to
force him to have sex with him.

“The two were friends. We
suspected the accused’s invol-
vementinthemurderashe was
upset with the victim, and had
even approached his family so-
me time ago and told them abo-
ut histhreats and blackmailing
tactics,” said a cop. Tnm

IN A ‘LORRY' STATE: Aniron brtdge over Kamia river in Ehhar 5
Darbhanga collapsed under the weight of a sand-laden truck on
Monday. As the truck hung off the bridge, the driver and his helper
were rescued. Activists said barriers had been placed to keep heavy
vehicles off the structure built in 2004, but miscreants removed them

at CRPF event,
report sought

Dehradun: The Central Re-
serve Police Force (CRPF) has
sought a report intoa group of
eunuchs “dancing” on stage
and later amidst the gathe-
ring during the paramilitary
force's Raising Day event in
Nainital districton October 14
last vear, reporis Kalvan Das.

After purported videos of
the dance recently reached se-
niorofficers in Delhi and Deh-
radun, inspector-general of
CEPE, Dehradun sector, so-
ught a report of the incident
from the deputy inspector-ge-
neral, Kathgodam group cent-
re. A CRPF officer posted in
Uttarakhand, requesting ano-
nymity, told TOI on Monday:
“A report had been sought by
senior leadership from Kath-
godam group centre on theen-
tire matter, The issue was rai-
sed citing campus security,
the entry of outsiders during
the event to mark the Raising

Social media crucial pillar of
democracy tlll misused: HC

Day of the force from October
13-14. Action, if any, will be ta-
ken by the department after
gathering the reportof theen-
tire incident.”

Another CRPF officer
from Kathgodam while con-
firming the incident to TOI
added, “There is nothing

Vaibhav.Ganjapure
@timesgroup.com

Nagpur: Applauding social
media’'s contribution, the
Nagpur bench of Bombay
high court observed that it
has become an important

pillar on which democracy

‘A BALANCE MUST BE STRUCK'

after hacking Facebook page
of MLA Ravi Rana. Ontheba-
sis of allegations by Rana's
opponents, Rajura police sta-
tionregistered an offence pu-
nishable under Section 153-A
of IPC against him, which he
challenged in HC.
“Considering the essenti-

stands, till it is not misused.

“Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, WhatsApp, and Te-
legram today, have become a
powerful medium for ex-
change of views, expressing
opinions, counter opinions,
and postingcritical or satiri- or
cal comments,” a division
bench comprising justices
sunil Shukre and Manohar
Chandwani said.

The bench warned that
social media is good only till
it 15 not misused by posting
remarks and articles which
constitute an offence, or
which do not fall within the
prohibited zone created in

terms of the Article 19(2) of
the Constitution.

“One has to be careful
when one expresses views or
makes comments that the
words used are not obscene
undignified or demea-
ning. A balance must be
struck between the need for
healthy use of social media
and for preventing its misu-
se,” the bench added.

The HC’sobservationsca-
me while hearing a plea by a
39-year-old man who was bo-
oked for posting filthy and
abusive comments against a
former state chief minister

al ingredients of Section
153-A and the filthy language
used todenounce aleader, we
are of the view that this fine
balance on which the social
media stands is upset. [tisa
different matter that offence
of promoting enmity betwe-
en different groups punis-
hable under the same sec-
tion not made out in this ca-
se, But, that does not give li-
cence to the petitioner to
revile head of the state go-
vernment to be bawdy,"” the
justices saild, adding that
they hope in future some
restraint will be shown by
hoth sides.

wrong in eunuchs performing
at a cultural programme on
the Raising Day. Eunuchs are
alsoapartof thesociety.. The-
re was nothing vulgar in their
performance that day”

] y
Make ‘Pathaan

accessible for

- L

impaired: HC
New Delhi: Delhi high court
on Monday directed Yash Raj
Films to prepare audio desc-
ription, close captioning and
subtitles in Hindi language
for OTT release of its upco-
ming movie Shahrukh Khan
starrer ‘Pathaan’ to make it
accessible for hearing and vi-
sually impaired persons.

The movie is scheduled to
be released in theatres on Ja-

nuary 25 and will be screened
on Amazon Prime later in

April. The court directed that

CAD-4529

ODISHA MINING CORPORATION LIMITED

of the film be taken by March

a decision on recertification
10, 2023, T

Marora IS
100km From
Joshimath

Shivani Azad &
Kautilya Singh | un

Dehradun: There is a stri-
king similarity, local resi-
dents say, between Rudrapra-
vag's Marora village and Jos-
himath. Separated by about
100km, houses in both these
places in Uttarakhand have
developed cracks and local re-
sidents are fleeing their ho-
mes with fear of losing eve-
rything thev once had.

While Joshimath resi-
dents have blamed NTPC pro-
ject for their suffering, villa-
gers in Marora are upset with
the 125km-long Rishikesh-
Karnprayag rail project. At
least 13 families of 43 in this
Budrapravag village have al-
ready moved to “safer areas”.

‘Now, Rudraprayag village
- shows cracks, Iocals flee

HOUSE OF CARDS?

It was in 2021, when the
cracks first appeared in their
houses and the locals blamed
it on the rail project, being
constructed for pilgerims tore-
ach Badrinath and bevond.

Marora sarpanch, Devi
Prasad Thapliyval, said, “We
oot displaced due to continuo-
us slope cutting in our hills
for the rail project. Our hou-
ses sank, walls and ceilings
developed cracks. Many villa-
gers left out of fear. The only
primary school is now in a

shambles.”

Sudha Rana, headmaster
of the Rajkiva Prathmik Vi-
dyalaya, which has 21 stu-
dents, said, “I've been associa-
ted with this school since 2018.
There is nothing much left of
it. The school i1s nothing but
four tiny makeshift rooms
madeoutof tin.” Sunil Rawat,
a resident of Marora, added,
“The Joshimath incident has
left us all in shock... We are
now looking for shelters else-
where. Families are leaving
or want to leave,”

Villagers were told by offi-
cials that the district admini-
stration has received Rs 21
croreaspartof compensation
and that it will now be distri-
buted to the people. Besides
Joshimath and Marora villa-
ge, cracks are now being re-
ported from several other
parts of the state. Secretary,
disaster management, Ranjit
Eumar Sinha, said, “We have
asked II'T-Roorkee to study
the details.”

At cramped Joshimath camps,

Shivani.Azad @timesgroup.com

a struggle to study for exams

Dehradun: Joshimath resi-
dents, who braved harsh we-
ather and the agony of losing
homes, are now fearing for
their children’s future. At
schools, final and board ex-
ams are scheduled in a fort-
night in February and stu-
dents and parents are finding
it tough to prepare for these at
cramped shelters,
Damayanti Devi, who mo-
ved to a shelter home at the
Joshimath municipal council
after her home in Singhdhar
was marked ‘unsafe’, said,
“We have been given a single
bed in a hall which already
has so many families. My son
isneither getting the time nor
the space to focus on his ex-
ams. Covid has already affec-
ted children’s studies and
now this.”"Like Damavanti,
several parents living in shel-
ters are tense over the upco-

Aquifer water
outflow speed
ebbs in 10 days

Dehradun: In some relief for
the beleaguered town of Jos-
himath, water outflow from
the leaking aquifer which lo-
cals have been claiming is re-
sponsible for widening of
cracks in their houses, hasre-
duced from 540 litre per minu-
te (Ipm) on January 6 to 163
Ipm on January 16 as per offi-
cials, report Kautilva Singh
& Shivani Azad.

Director of Doon-based
Wadia Institute of Himalay-
an Geology (WIHG), Kala-
chand Sain, said: *We've in-
stalled three seismic stations
to provide us with a three-di-

‘FROM 540 LITRE/MIN
TO 163 LITRE/MIN’

mensional subsurface image
to help conduct a detailed stu-
dy and find the source of the
problem. Experts obtained
data from these stations.” He
added “things would be clear
in the next four tofive days”,
Meanwhile, National In-
stitute of Hvdrology (NIH)
and National Geophysical Re-
search  Institute (NGRI)
which are involved in the pro-
be, have handed over their fin-
dings to the state govern-
ment, it is learnt. Secretary,

disaster management, Ranjit
Kumar Sinha, said that the
decline in outflow of water
hascomeasa“majorrelief.”

Experts suggest
4 nearby sites
for rehabilitation

Dehradun: Anexpert team of
the Geological Survey of In-
dia (GSI), which has been as-
signed the task of studyving
possible areas for the rehabili-
tation of Joshimath residents,
has given its nod to four near-
by locations—Koti Farm, Pi-
palkoti, Herb Research and
Development [nstitute (HRDI)
land and Dhak village. Two
other places—Gauchar town
and Selang village—are being
surveved, report Kautilya
Singh & Shivani Azad.

Koti Farm is on revenue

Demolition of an ‘unsafe’ structure underway in Joshimath on Monday

moment, will be an uphill
task,” said adisplaced parent.

The final exams will start
in a fortnight and the board
exams in CBSE schools will
commence from February 15.
District education officer,
Kuldeep Gairola, told T'OI on
Monday: “Due to the difficult
situation in Joshimath, the
education department now

ming board exams.

Even parents of children
studying in lower classes are
a worried lot. Madhavi Sati,
whose son is in class IV, said,
“Idon't know how my son wo-
uld cope with the present
stressand his studies. It isdif-
ficult to convinee him to sit
and study in this environ-
ment.” Those parents who co-

uldn't manage to stay back in
Joshimath have taken their
children to other towns. “Fin-
ding a school formy son atthe

plans to hold special online
sessions for the displaced stu-
dents. We'll provide them co-
unselling, if required.”

land, 12km from Joshimath. A
route to Auli also leads from
Koti Farm. Pipalkoti, 36km
from Joshimath, has a vast

@DISHA

OMC House, Bhubaneswar-751001, Odisha ﬁ E
NEW OPPORTUMNITIES

CIN: U131000R19565GC000313, www.omcltd.in Mining Happiness

E-auction Notice (17.01.2023 - 129" & 130" E-auction)
IRON ORE CLO & FINES

The Odisha Mining Corporation Ltd intends to sell various grades of Iron
ore CLO & Fines produced at Daitari and Gandhamardan Regions (Block - A & B) and

stretch of land. The HEDI land
is the closest to Joshimath,
9km away Dhaki village is
12km away; the land belongs to
the revenue department, Gau-
char is 90km from Joshimath,
and that could be adeterrent in
relocating the displaced fami-
lies to it. Selang village is13km
from the affected areas.
Meanwhile, the number of
houses developing cracks ex-

B-1128

Iq*i?- Western Railway - Ratiam Division

(Gati Shakti Unit, RATLAM)
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Gati Shakti Unit of Ratlam Division (Western Railway) invites Expression of
Interest (EOI) for Empanelment of the consultants for providing
consultancy services in connection with the preparation of Master Plan,
Phase Plan including modernization of railway stations circulating areas,
passenger amenities, facade improvement, roof plaza creation, modern
entrance porches, Waiting Halls, Retiring Rooms, Toilet Complexes,
Executive Lounges, Hoardings, Signages, KIOSKS, Station Approaches,
Landscaping, Creation/improvement of second entry, platiorm shelters,

WORKS DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER

EASTERN CIRCLE (R&B), BALASORE

e-mail; seec_bls@rediffmail.com
Government of Odisha “e™ Procurement Notice
Bid Identification No.CCEEC-24) 2022-23
No: 166/ Dt: 10.01.2023

Mature of work : Bullding Works
Mumber of works : 4 (Four) Mos Bullding Works
Amount put to Tender : Rs. 247.29 Lakh to Rs. 509.34 Lakh
Class of Contractor : “B" Class / “A" Class
Date & Time of availability of bid docurment in the portal : DtA18.01.2023 at 10:00 AM
Last Date / Time of receipt of bid in the portal - D1.01.02.2023 up to 05:00 PM

Guali, Jilling Langalota, Tiringpahar, Khandbandh, Banspani, Unchabali (Mahaparbat) &
Roida 'C' Mines of Barbil Region in Keonjhar District and Khandadhar/Kurmitar Mines

under Koira Region in Sundargarh District, Odisha through e-auction which will be | | Date of opening of bid ; Dt.02.02.2023 at 11:00 AM ; = - ceeded 800 on Monday.
fa Region 1 k | i ugh e-auct w Name & address of the Offica jnviting bid : Chief Construction Engineer, Eastern Circle (R&B), g;ﬁ'gﬂg%ﬁ Eﬁ:zm{ieg aﬂlfmﬁfé ﬁgEEjGTLM Ietil ?l:frctﬁses'.llmﬂrlscﬂc?fi:*i';n{f]l;%ﬁrhlfltsl
conducted by MSTC Ltd. The e-auction shall be held from 11.00 A.M. to 2.00 P.M on| | Batasore | | yand) 45 L L el . N
The bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen from the gradation of stations over Ratlam Division under Amrit Bharat Station
17.01.2023 e-procurement portal “http/ftendersodisha.gov.in.” All future corrigendum will be available on scheme®. Complete Details of EOl are available for downloading from SOUTH EAST CENTRAL RAILWAY
S N _ _ ONHINE mode only. i Western Railways website www.wr.indianrailways.gov.in. EOl documents | | CANCELLED TENDER NOTICE
For details, please visit the website of MSTC i.e. www.mstcecommerce.com Chief Construction Engineer may also be obtained free of cost from the office of the Chief Project | [Torder Nofice No: 128.ST-P.NGP.
G G S& Eastern Circle (R&B) Balasore Manager, Gati Shakti Unit, DRM Office, Ratlam, Pin-457001 from AUTO SIG Date : 27.12.2022
OIPR-30005/11/0199/22-23 ENERAL MANAGER (S&M) OIPR - 34026/11/0026/22-23 | | 17,01.2023 to 24.01.2023 during office working hours. The EO| document | [ Detaite : Tender Ne. . 136.5TP-
should be submitted in the sealed envelope in the office of the Chief Project | | nap.AUTO-SIG. Date - 27.12.2022
Manager, Gati Shakti Unit, DRM Office, Ratlam, Pin-457001 upto 12.00 hrs. | | s Hed"
D;;I:dﬂ GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA CAD-4532 of 24.01.2023. Date and time of opening of EOl document: 15.00 hrs. on % E:r:ﬁfuflhﬁ, details, you may
fat OFFICE OF THE CHIEF CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER ODISHA CONSTRUGTION CORPORATION LIMITED 24.01.2023, This may please be noted that, this notification not a | | contactto the office of CSTE/Project

NIT/Tender. After Receipt of EOI from interested Firms, Empanelment of
consultants shall be done by division for further invitation of limited
tenders. Interested enfities may contact on phone number 9109901837 for

BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA
PIN: 751012, Tel No.(0674) 2562020,
e-Mail: theoccltd@odishaconstruction.com

%% RURAL WORKS CIRCLE, KENDRAPARA-JAJPUR.

ATIPO- NAYABAZAR, CUTTACK -753004, Tel No. 0671-2444488, Email-serw_pd
No. Tender Online RCK-01/23 Letter No.- 115 Date :- 12-01-20

South East Central Railway! Bilaspur
or you may referfdownload tender
documents from our wabsite hitps://

ahoo.com

e-Procurement _HQ_TIEE _ : [BfSEwen o e GSTIN-21AAACO25T1K2ZM enquiry refated to this EOL. Chiet Dy. Engineer (Gati Shakti Unit) www.ireps.gov.in.
1. Name of the work : Tender for the road projects of Constituency wise R.D Roads “s". Procurement Notice No- 37/0CCLI2022-23 I:DI'I-“I'IH'} /51393 Western Railway, Ratlam Dy. Chief Sigl. & Tele. Engg. (Proj.-Il)

& =g &9 - [ facebook.com/MWesternRly

davelopac uider TRIE Sehama duiing s022-23 I the Dist. of Jajpur, On-line percentage rate tenders are invited for the following work: CPR/10/412 S.E.C. Railway, Bilaspur.

2. Class of Contractor ; As specified in the Column-6 of the Annexure. - o Bathary (] B anras
3. Time of Completion : As specified in the Column-7 of the Annexure. [ Ko of Wk Bid Approx value of Bid Securty Periodol | Awailabilityof | Submission of K3 South East Cantral Raiway (E) @secrill
4. Detail Projects : As per Annexure attached Mo Ldentification wrk (through oa-line | Completion Tender tendar (perling)
9. Other Details N | (slnCons) | tanste) (oeline) OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER & PROJECT DIRECTOR
Availability of Tender | Last Date & Date & Time of (inRs.) STATE PROJECT MANAGEMENT UNIT
o o O SO IO ik, SO i Spening of e O | Ioprovenent of Servce | OCC- | Rs 2696 | Rs.2696,000- | 09 (nine) |  From from WEST BENGAL MAJOR IRRIGATION AND FLOOD MANAGEMENT PROJECT
Officer No. . o | ender | Techniaal [ foad it back bopping |  TPJO3) | Croves Glendar | M0LND, | 20003 JALASAMPAD BHAWAN, 9TH FLOOR, SALT LAKE CITY, KOLKATA - 700 091
i . cafiation Bid S aht Main months | 0330PMb | E30PME E-MAIL : ce.pd.wbmifmp@gmail.com Telephone : 033 23581315
- Right Main Carel from 41 |  2022-13 s | BesR
Chief Eu:Hmnhn : 17 013 2023 | 31 :114 2023 | 3 n15 2023 | o1 a: 2023 : LD N i o 5.30PM 530PM NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BIDDING THROUGH e-Procurement
Engineer, Rural | TenderOnline | o n " [robe intimated kg derbutares Procurement Notice for India - P162679
Works Circle, |  pck-01/23 i » e - later under RCD-1, Muhiguda West Bengal Major Irrigation & Flood Management Project - IN-IWD-333604-CW-RFB
Kendrapara-lajpur 1L30AM. | 0300RM. | QZOOPM. | 1130AM, 1 02 | Improvement of Sevie | OCCL: Rs, 1541 | Rs. 1541000/- | 9({nine) From From (Funded by World Bank, AlIB & Government of West Bengal)
Further details can be seen from the website www.tendersorissa.gov.in Read wth black topping | TSP/0M/ Crores calendar . Eﬂﬁ Contrac No. Contract Title Bid Security Cost of Period of
. Sdi- _ fight Main Canal from |  2022:23 months gl ‘(Rs.) | Document (Rs.) | Completion
ors e et o e R0 00k to RD 41 oM | Saom Balance works of IRR-03/Lot-1, in Durgapur Branch Canal (DBC) from 0.00 km to 15.24 km including allits
" OIPR-2512811/0050122-23 under RCD Division No.1, appurtenant canals within the reach - Package No.: IRR-19 - Comprising Two Lots.
Muhigda RFB No. : Lot-A: Balance works of IRR-03/Lot-1, | INR 0.20 Cr. NIL 04 Months
Procurement Officer : Managing Director, OCCL WBMIFMP/PD/ in Durgapur Branch Canal (DBC) from | [Indian Ru
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER (WEST ZONE) [ [Setiisicie el S rreromm gty piaphsiepaeoiyrh v bl sl s
: , , CB/22-23/ 0.00 km to 15.24 km and JMMC from wenty Lacs
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, INDORE Further details can be seen from the e-procurement portal: https:.fhvww.tandarggfmha.gnv.|n IRR19/L-A Ch.0.00 to Ch. 5.50 km including all its | only]
Opp. Gayatri Mandir, Old Palasia, Indore- 452001 MANAGING DIRECTOR appurtenant canals within the reach .
Email ID:-cepwdwesti@mp.nic.in Ph. no. 0731-2491825 OIPR-34120/11/0034/22-23 RFB No.: Lot-B: Balance works of IRR-03/Lot-1, | INR 0.15 Cr. NIL 04 Months
WEBMIFMP/PD/NCB/| in JMMC from 5.50 km to 29.50 km [Indian Rupees
NIT-No. 13/Genid0iabze-23 Indons; Datest:06-01-2023 GOVT. OF ODISHA 22-23/RR19/L-B | including all its appurtenant canals. | Fifteen Lacs only]
NOTICE INVITING TENDER 7
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES Procurement Officer Availability of Bidding Document
Online tender in three envelope system are hereby invited for the following work. Detalls OFFICE OF THE ADDITIONAL CHIEF ENGINEER Project Directo - TE 2023
of works can be seen on the website http://mptenders.gov.in CENTRAL IRRIGATION CIRCLE, %ﬁ;ﬂqplmt Govl. ﬂ[i:li'ﬁl'ﬂ . ﬁnzﬁwﬂﬁmn;%‘:flmﬁn ;:m.l;; .E:Iur!i (IST) E%‘ ::uﬁ::suﬁm
No.| Portal | District Name of work Probable | Amount | Costof | Time BHUBANESWAR ' : P o, -
no. amountof| ofEMD | Tender | allowed ‘¢’ Procurement Notice No. ACECIC - 05 / 2022-23 Note:
;:Eg:; {inRs.) “fnﬂg;} ;Jﬁf e | e T tosiol] B0 |Cotolbid| Camol | 3 documents walabie | Damel | Pariod of (i) The bidders are required to submit (a) original bid security in approved form; and (b) original affidavit regarding
2 e u'::' :n:.: -:ﬂ m m‘m d-mm}m-ummm oeline for bidding T-m m;u:: correctness of information furnished with bid document with Chief Engineer and Project Director, SPMU,
From Ta [+
1 2023 | Khargone | Construction of Bondraniyato | 1056.09 | 1000000/ | 30,000/ |12 Months No. Lakhs] | EMLD. Bid WEMIFMP, Sth Floor, Jalasampnl.:l Eh“ﬂ.n'. wgsta"? Elm.m’ Bidhanp agar, Salt Lake City, “um_ﬂtﬂ )
PWDRB Vamanpuri Road Total Length including ACE, | PD- |Improvement to Daya left | 700,04 | 710200/ | 10000/- s 18012023 | 01022023 | 2.2.2003 | 12 (Twelve 700 091, waﬂ Eﬂlnﬁﬂi bﬂ!ﬂfﬂ |!'|H' bid submission dHEdFIFIH;. either bj" FE!;IEtEr'Hd PI]EHEPEE’U FKJEHWU"HF or
242277 11,980 km 'C shifting LT/HT rainy .E:-H ‘:ff:i Emﬂtﬂg Etﬁ |On Line] | (On Line] | & Specl l; ::,,m *; :ﬂﬂ *:i::* mr by hand, failing which the bids will be declared non - responsive and will not be opened.
line Distt. Khargone season ot Vi - Btorsp 1o (i} The eligibility criteria for selection of Agency/Firms are provided below :
- i I |
2 | | e Somsinetn f;ifﬁ;’:::ﬁ;h it B o 152}:?;:?; o [Renovator S [ oL oA | o0 | % W40 | GLozin| 12 |1 frwewe (a) The bidder should have a minimum construction Cash flow requirement as follows:
242088 9.20km rainy “:f:’!“ ﬁgﬂm“ﬁ% Watine] | (Online) | & Spechl ”H:.';‘m ‘“H:“” *:::-” mf i) Lot-A: INR 4.30 Cr_; ii) Lot- B: INR 2.78 Cr.
. s
SEas0n Branch Canal Systam — | (b) The bidder should have a minimum average annual construction turnover during the last five financial years
3 | 2023 | Jhabua | ConstructionofMohanpura | 92873 | 926730 |20,000- |12Months il il f e bsid o) (NS00 iy b el fh s i.e. from FY 2015-16 to FY 2021-22 as follows: i) Lot- A: INR 12.90 Cr.; Ii) Lot- B: INR 8.37 Cr.
PWDRE. Chavriya Saded road lengh inciding 23 [Km o 2400 Km of Hows | Hous | Hous | Month (¢) The bidder should have safisfactorily, asa prime contractor, joint venture member, management contractor
242322 10.44 krrt UC shifting LTHT ling rainy Sekhigopsl  Branch Canal ; i j ' . o
Bk Systom or sub-contractor completed at least one similar nature of work of one contract having minimum value
GRAND TOTAL 3027 76 LACS PD- [Renovation of Budnanga | 79632 | 738400/ | 10000 | "A" (18012023 | 0L02.2023| 222023 |12 (Twebve bEhHEEn 1st April 2015 and bid submissli{:lln deadline as follows: i) Lot- A: INR 6.88 Cr.; ii) Lot- B: INR 4.46 Cr.
_ _ - _ 10/202 | Disbibutary from RD.0.00 Km (O Ling] | (Online) | &Specal | At10.00 At17.00 | ALILDD | Calendar [d':| The bidder should have mmplg{ad minimum quan'ﬂtr for
The document can only be purchased online from the above website after making online 21 |lo 700 Km of Sakhigopal Hours Howrs Hours | Manth) ) 2
payment The last date & time for purchase of Document and Bid Submission online is Dated Branch Canal System | Lot-A: Ordinary/Standard concrete (M15 and above®) minimum 4161.00 cum.
23-01-2023 up to 17:30. Detailed NIT and other details can be viewed on the above PID- | Improvement o Daya lef |507.28 | 507300/ | 10000/ |  “A"  |1801.2023 | 0LO2.2023| 2.2.2003 | 12 (Twelve Lot-B: Ordinary /Standard concrete (M15 and above*) minimum 2935.00 cum.
mentionedportal. | | | g g Ry e R proll Raemall it v * (i) Standard/Ordinary concrete as specified in IS 456:2000 (ii) Nominal mix ordinary concrete executed with mix
. Err:ienﬁ?;e nts tudNItT, if 3n'_-.r. wguifs be If-um'shﬂg on wabs;!e ﬂn:f’ anl;:l ::ut :_:}1 "E“?F'Ebpﬂ.rt' N Kousalyapus to Bhartipur - proportion of cement, sand and coarse aggregate by volume not leaner than 1:2:4, should be considered as equivalent
p#ﬁTGa?dﬂcinT:;‘i iﬁ tigu%‘é'g”ﬂ” oniing on above mentioned website. Lo notsUbmtany | | e mail10- secic_dowr@yahoo.com to M15, if the grade is not explicitly mentioned in the specific construction experience.
G-21694/22 — Further details conditions can be seen from Govt, website www.tenderorissa. gov.in Addilonal Chief Englncer Further details & corrigendum if any can be seen from the website: hitps://whbtenders.gov.in
. ~ & ~ o - Chief Engineer Ceatral Irriestion Circle Sd/-
EETTHT Ir WJ'HT 'EE.T, qu:lT W 3| AR P.W.D. West Zone, Indore alp H_3215r::51 (00082223 Chief EDE'"‘EHT and Frﬂ]ﬂ'ﬂt mrﬂﬂtﬁr. EFHI.I, WBMIFHP, Government of West Bﬂﬂgﬂl




A. \E BLANCHETT SAYS AWARD SHOWS ARE A ‘PATRIARCHAL
YRAMID": ‘WHY DON'T WE STOP THE TELEVISED HORSE RACE’
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KNOW THY SELF, KNOW
THY ENEMY.ATHOUSAND
BATTLES,ATHOUSAND
VICTORIES — SUNTZU
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-
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JOHN LARROQUETTE CONFIRMS LONG-STANDING RUMOUR THAT HE
WAS PAID IN WEED TO NARRATE '74 FILM ‘TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE’

Fllght data, voice recorders

Search On For 3
Missing Flyers But
Officials Do Not
Expect Survivors

Pokhara: Search teams retrie-
ved the flight data and cockpit
voice recorders Monday of a
passenger plane that plumme-
ted into a gorge on approach to
a new airport in Pokhara, offi-
cials said, as investigators loo-
ked for the cause of the crash.
At least 69 of the 72 people abo-
ard werekilled, and officials be-
lieve the three missing are also
dead. Rescuers combed thro-
ugh the debris, scattered down
a 984-foot-deep gorge, for them.

On Monday evening, relati-
ves and friends were still gat-

Crashed aircraft
was once owned by
Kingfisher Airlines

hecrashed ATR-72 Nepalese

passenger plane was previo-
usly used by the now-defunct
Kingfisher Airlines owned by lig-
uor baron Vijay Mallya, accordi-
ng to Cirium Fleets data. Cirium
Fleets data, which tracks
aircraft fleet, equipment and its
cost, said the 9N-ANC aircraft
was delivered to the Kingfisher
Airlines in 2007. Six years later, it
was bought by Thailand's Nok
Air, before it was sold to Nepal's
Yeti Airlines in 2019, it said. rm

hered outside a local hospital,
some shouting at officials to
speed up the post mortems so
they could hold funerals for
their loved ones. Bimala Bhen-
deri said was planning to meet

AFP

found from Nepal crash site

Reuters

Inconsolable family members of crash victims in Pokhara on Monday

Why the crash in fair weather?

llots say Nepal canbeach-

allenging place to fly, but

conditions at the time of
the erash were good, with low
wind, clear skies and tempera-
tures well above freezing. So
why the crash?

DID THE PLANE STALL?
Avideoshot onasmartpho-
ne from the ground shows the
last moments before the plane.
The aircraft’s nose is noticeab-
Iy high before the left wing sud-
denly drops and the plane falls
out of sight of the video, indi-
cating a likely stall, said Amit
Singh, a pilot and founder of
India’s Safety Matters Founda-
tion. Ron Bartsch, an aviation
safety expert and founder of
Australia’s Avlaw Aviation Co-
nsulting, said he also thought
the plane appears to have gone
into a stall, Its proximity to the
eround possibly made it look to
the pilots like their speed was
ereater than it was, he said.

QUESTIONS ABOUT PLANE

Even though ATR-72 has
been involved in several dead-
ly accidents over the yvears, se-
veral due to icing issues, it ge-
nerally has a ‘very good track
record,” Bartsch said. Another
pilot called ATR-72-500 an ‘un-
forgiving aircraft’ if the pilot
1sn't highly skilled and famili-
ar with the region’s terrain
and wind speed.

AIRPORT CONCERNS

Some had expressed con-
cern that the number of birds
inthearea—duetothe habitat
provided by two rivers as well
as alandfill near the airport —
could make it additionally ha-
zardous. If the aircraft had
suffered a bird strike as it was
coming in toland, it is possible
this would have prompted the
pilots to discontinue their app-
roach and go around again,
which also could have led to a
stall, Singh said. ae

her friend, Tribhuban Paudel,
when she heard that his flight
had crashed. “I can't believe it
still,” she said in tears. Bikash
Jaiswal said he could only id-
entify his wife's brother only

by the ring he wore, and that he
had vet to tell his wife, who just
gave birth to their daughter,
It’s still not clear what cau-
sed the crash. A withess who
recorded footage of the plane's

A pilot couple
killed in crashes,
16 years apart

Kathmandu: In 2010, Anju
Khatiwada joined Nepal’s Yeti
Airlines, following in the foot-
steps of her husband, a pilot
who had died in a crash four ye-
ars earlier when a small pas-
senger plane he was flving for
the domestic carrier went
down minutes before landing.
On Sunday, Khatiwada, 44, was
the co-pilot on a Yeti Airlines
flight from Kathmandu that
crashed as itapproached the ci-
tv of Pokhara. “Her husband,
Dipak Pokhrel, died in 2006 ina
crash of a Twin Otter plane of
Yetl Airlines in Jumla,” airline
spokesman Sudarshan Bartau-
lasaid, referring to Khatiwada.
“She got her pilot training with
the money she got from the in-
surance after her husband’s de-
ath.” A pilot with more than
6.400 hours of flying time, Kha-
tiwada had previously flown
from Kathmandu to Pokhara,
Bartaula said. Kathiwada’s re-
mains have not been identified
but she isfeared dead. “She was
flying the plane with an instru-
ctor pilot, which is the standard
procedure of the airline,” said
an Yeti Airlines official. reuters

descent said it looked like a
normal landing until the pla-
ne suddenly veered to the left.
“I saw that, and I was shock-
ed,” said Diwas Bohora. “Itho-
ught that today everything wi-
11 be finished here after it cras-
hes, I will also be dead.” A spo-
kesperson for Yeti Airlines,
confirmed that both the flight
data and the cockpit voice re-
corders have been found. ar

Gunman kills lawyer on
court premises in Pak

BBC under fire
from PIOs over
new series

attacking Modi

Naomi Canton

London: BBC has come under
fire for a new two-part series it
15 launching on Tuesday called
“India: The Modi Question” on
BBC Two. The series descrip-
tion states: “A look at the ten-
sions between Indian PM Na-
rendra Modi and India’s Mus-
lim minority, investigating cla-
ims about his role in 2002 riots
that left over a thousand dead.”

Indian-origin users on Twi-
tter reacted angrily to the seri-
es, with one suggesting BBC sh-
ould run a series on the Bengal
Famine called “UK: The Chur-
chill Question”, “*One thing In-

dians hate more than all their |

problems is being told by outsi-
ders, specially past colonisers,”
another wrote, The series will
examine how “Modi's premi-
ership has been dogged by alle-
gationsabout the attitudeof his
government towards India’s
Muslim population™ and “a se-
ries of controversial policies”
implemented by Modi follo-
wing his 2019 re-election, inclu-
ding “removal of Kashmir's
special status™, BBC says.
British-Indian Adit Kotha-
ri, founding member of the In-
dic Society who recently
organised a rally in London
outside BBC over its “anti-In-
diabias”, said: “Partof the pur-
poseof the seriesseemstobeto
influence pockets of urban po-
pulation in India in relation to
the upcoming 2024 polls... The
other part seems to be to por

Omer Farooq Khan | Tnn

. Islamabad: A prominent Pa-
: kistani lawyer known as a
: staunch critic of military
i and militancy was shot dead

inside the bar room of the Pe-
shawar high
court on Mon-
day ~ Abdul
Latif Afridi
(79) was shot
gix times by a
lone gunman
when he was sitting with fel-

: low lawyers in the bar room.
: The senior lawver, who was
: also the former president of
: Pakistan’s Supreme Court
: Bar Association, was moved

to Peshawar's Lady Reading
Hospital where doctors pro-
nounced himdead onarrival.

Though a heavy police co-

The gunman accused
Abdul Latif Afridi of
orchestrating the 2015
killing of his father,
Samiullah Khan, Khan
had represented Shakil
Afridi, the Pak ici
who helped the CIA find
Osama bin Laden

nts have previously been qu- :
estioned, especially after a :
be contaminated with a small

US national of Pakistani ori-
gin — on trial on blasphemy

charges—wasfatally shot by

inside a courtroom in 2020.
An AP report, citing a po-
lice officer, said the attacker,
Adnan Afridi, had previous-
Iy accused the lawver of or-

: ntingent isdeployed at the Pe-
: shawar HC, lawyers are not

body-searched on entry “We

have arrested the culprit fro-

his father, Samiullah Khan,
whowasalsoalawyer. Before

L om the crime scene,”

senior
police officer Kashif' Abbasi

. said, adding that the assaila-
: nt, identified as Adnan Afri-
: di, had dressed as a lawyer to
: gainentry tothe premises.

The security arrangeme-

had represented Shakil Afri-

that helped locate bin Laden.

Man held in UK
over uranium
cargo package

Naomi Canton

London: Amanhasbeenarres-

ted as part of an investigation
linked to the discovery of tra-

1 cesof deadly uranium withina
: cargopackage at Heathrow air-
. port which was flown to the UK
! ona passenger plane from Om-

an butoriginated in Pakistan.
Officers from the London's
Met’s Counter Terrorism Com-
mand were called to Heathrow
after the cargo package contai-
ning scrap metal was found to

amount of uranium during ro-
utine screening on December
29, On Saturday counter-terro-

rism officers attended an add-

ress in Cheshire. A man in his

B0s wasarrested onsuspicion of
: anoffence under the Terrorism
chestrating the 2015 killing of :

Act 2006, which refers to ma-
king or possessing a radiocacti-

: ve or nuclear bomb for terrori-
his killing, Samiullah Khan :
1 asedon bail until April. Comm-
di, the Pakistani physician :
who helped the CIA find al-
Raida mastermind Osama :
bin Laden. The physicianran :
a fake vaceination campaign

sm purposes. He was later rele-

ander Richard Smith, who

leads the Met's Counter Terro-

rism Command, said: “We're

following every possible line of

enquiry available, which has
led us to making thisarrest.”

London cop pleads guilty to 24 counts
of rape, dozens of other sex offences

London: A serving London
police officer has admitted
conducting a series of attacks
on women including 24

gutilty to a total of 49 charges
relating to 12 victims, inclu-
ding 24 counts of rape betwe-

en 2003 and 2020.

eve theirword againstthatof a

serving officer: “We have mis-

sed opportunities over time to :
identify a pattern of abusive :

On Canusa Street, locals need
passports to cross the road

At the US-Canada border, between the American state of Vermont and the Canadian province of
Quebec, lies Canusa Street, where walking across the dotted yellow line down the middle of the
road requires residents to report to a border crossing office first or face fines and prison time

Two Countries On One Street
With the border between the
US and Mexico at the centre
of America’s immigration
debate, the northern border
with Canada seems to receive
little attention. At nearly
9.000km, the US-Canada bor-
der is the world’s longest in-
ternational border with more
than 100 border crossings,
including 15 between the
American state Vermont and
Canadian province &uebec,
Among the most frequently
used crossings in this region
is between the towns of Der-
by Line in the US and Stan-
stead in Canada.

But in this area, not only
does the border cut through
homes and buildings, but
for about half a Kilometre it
also runs directly down the
middle of a road, now called
Canusa Street, whose name
i3 a reference to the countries
it divides. It's the only part of
the entire border that runs
directly on a road. Here, your
neighbours and vou may not
live in the same country,

How The Border Was Decided
After New France, the
French colony in Canada,
was captured by the British,
the governors of the two co-
lonial regions appointed a
survevor each to determine
the border between them.

Betweenn 1771 and 1773,
surveyors laid down mark-
ers along the 45th parallel
(the latitude 45° north of the
Equator) to designate the
border: Local legend has it
that these surveyors, while
drunk, ended up drawing a
line that deviates consider-
ably from the 45th parallel —
at some places by more than
1.5km. No one knows for
certain what went wrong but
in 1783, after the American
Revolutionary War, a treaty
cemented this boundary,

In the early 1800s, sur-
veyvors discovered the mis-
take and realised the border
should in fact be further
south into the US. But in 1842,
a series of border disputes
between the US and British

up at the border cmzslng at

the west end of Canusa Street, "N W, u|

(Right) The border splits the
Haskell Library, indicated by a
line across the fluur

e W B =

Burder trussmg

- "'. A

colonies in Canada ended in
a treaty that retained the in-
correct border:

In 1908, the UK and US
set up the International
Boundary Commission to
survey and maintain the
border. At several locations
along the 45th parallel, offi-
cials were unable to find the
border markers and, with
locals having built struc-
tures over the line, it be-
came difficult to identify the
original boundary Though
the commission cleared a
path to create a discrete bor-
der and fix past mistakes,
some oddities like Canusa
Street remained.

Life On Canusa Street
Local historians and resi-
dents say Americans and
Canadians peacefully shared
the area for decades, fre-
quently crossing the border
without a second thought,
Stanstead, for instance, pro-
vides water and sewage ser-
vices to Derby Line, their fire
departments work together;
and children even crossed
over to attend school.

But there have been
drastic changes since 9/11.

Quebec, [‘.ana_da

v I Canu:.a Street . &ﬁ:

":.-

Vermont, US

What was once an easy walk
across the street is now a
strict border crossing — res-
idents must pass through
border crossing offices on
either side before crossing
the road, even if it's to run
errands or visit neighbours.
At the checkpoints, people
must present their pass-
poris and vehicle registra-
tion if they are driving. The
fine for crossing illegally is
$5,000 and/or two years in
jail in the US and $1,000 dol-
lars in Canada.

Border agents are prompt
in responding to “illegal
crossings”, even inadvertent
ones by tourists and pedes-
trians, and the area is under
heavy surveillance. One lo-
cal said he was arrested in
2015 for “smuggling” a pizza
across Canusa Street. For
some, it's simply not worth
the hassle to cross. However,
many residents here are dual
citizens, making the crossing
much easier.

Canusa Street isn't the
only structure split by the
border. Further east, in
Stanstead, the border cuts
through the Haskell Li-
brary and Opera House,

I3 S000d

which was intentionally
built to straddle the border
in 194 to commemorate
the friendship between the
UUS and Canada. The border
cuts diagonally through the
building and necessitates
a separate entrance on ei-
ther side. But insuring and
maintaining the building
became difficult — after the
roof was repaired recently,
the library was sued for not
hiring Canadian contrac-
tors to build the Canadian
section of the roof Secu-
rity, too, has been a concern
since within this building
people can access all parts
of the library freely In 2019,
a Canadian man tried to
smuggle guns across the
border through the library
bathroom. But the library
has also brought families
together. After the Trump
administration instated a
travel ban in 2017 for several
Muslim-majority countries,
some [ranians had begun
using the library’s reading
room for family reunions,

Though it’s less common
along the northern border,
authorities say hundreds
try to cross into the US from
Canada every year. In 2021,
916 people were apprehended
or expelled at the US-Canada
border; including 365 in the
Vermont sector: Rather than
cross the treacherous Rio
Grande river in the south,
some choose to fly to Canada
and pay a smuggler to show
them where to cross.

Source: Perry Walker
(Youtube), Center for Land Use
Interpretation, media reports
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Civilian deaths in Ukrame top 7000: UN

Geneva: As rescue workers
continued to bring out bodies
from the rubble of an apart-
ment block struck by a Russi-
an missile in the Ukrainian ci-
ty of Dmipro on Saturday, the
United Nations said on Mon-
day that it had confirmed the
deaths of more than 7,000 Uk-
rainian civilians in the 11
monthssince Russia invaded.

UN monitors in Ukraine
said those Kkilled included

: 2,784 men, 1,875 women and

another 1,939 adults whose

gender was unknown. Those
known to have died included

FEE'H';HE-

Emergency workers on Monday
continued to search for survivors
at an apartment block damaged
in & Russian strike in Dnipro

398 children, the monitors re-
ported. The numbers include

only those the UN has been ab-

le to corroborate, and the UN

[talian mafia boss held
after 30 years on the run

Palermo: [talian police on
Monday arrested Matteo
Messina Denaro, the count-
rv's most wanted mafia boss
who had been on the run since
1993, swooping on a private ho-
spital in the Sicilian capital
Palermo where he was
undergoing treatment.

him at Palermo’s “La Madda-
lena” hospital on Monday
morning. Images on social
media showed locals applau-
ding and shaking hands with
police in balaclavas as a mini-
van believed to contain the su-
spect was driven away.
Denaroalsofacesalife

acknowledges that the full ci-
vilian toll is much higher.

While United Nations mo-
nitorsreported that 104 Ukra-
inian civilians had been kil-
led in the first half of Janua-
ry, the UN human rights offi-
ce in Geneva saild those de-
aths would not have included
victimsof Saturday’'s missile
strike on Dnipro, which dest-

roved anine-story apartment
building. By Monday, Ukrai-
nian officials said 40 people
had died in that attack and

more than 20 people remai-

ned unaccounted for, myr

German defence min
quits after criticism

German defence minister Chr-
istine Lambrecht resigned
on Monday, the culmination of
growing criticism for failing to
revive Germany's armed forces,
despite a €100 billion ($108 bil-
lion) special fund being agreed
for that purpose after Russia

invaded Ukraine. Her decision
dealt a blow to Chancellor Olaf

Scholz at a time when Germany
isunder pressure to approve an
increase in international military
aid for Kyiv, and Germany's

defence capabilities have been
called into question. reuters

AROUND THE WORLD

sentence for hisrolein
bomb attacks in Flo-

Prosecutors  say
Messina Denaro, 60, is

behaviour;” met assistant co-

London's Metropo- :
mmissioner Barbara Graytold :

litan Police, which has

counts of rape, making
him one of Britain's

tray Modias intolerant... Thisis
for BBC's consumptionin UK as

the British are sealing a trade most prolific sex offen- been plar_-ed in“special Sky News, “We're truly sorry a boss of Sicily’s Cosa | rence, Rome and Mi-
deal with India.” He added: ders inacampaign that measures” after it was forthefacthecontinuedtobea : Nostra mafia. He had lan which killed 10 peo- Dsncare Gerkarm arctsin dhiow i AEaniini. ekl
“BBC has beenanti-Indiaforde- ran for more than 17 ve- hit by a series of scan- police officer.” Carrick, who : been sentenced in ab- ple the following vear. sided i i g QW Ik Nanjing. GHina

,

cades but in recent years it's
shitted to being anti-Modi and
anti-Hindu because the Indian
PM doesn't fit into their defini-
tion of the English speaker.”

ars. The Metropolitan
Police apologised on Monday
and said it should have spot-
ted the pattern of abuse after
David Carrick, 48, pleaded

I dals in the last year: sa-

id Carrick had abused his po-
wer as a police officer to cont-
rol and intimidate his victims,
telling them no one would beli-

joined the Met in 2001, isolated

women socially financially,

and held them against their

will, controlling what they wo-
re and when they slept. reutens

sentiatoalifetermfor hisrole
in the 1992 murders of anti-
mafia prosecutors Giovanni
Falcone and Paolo Borsellino,

Police said they detained

The arrest comes almost 30
vearssince police arrested Sal-
vatore “Toto” Riina, the Sicili-
an Mafia's most powerful boss
of the 20th century. reuters

Australian man
fakes abduction to

ved him and informed the
police. lera also called his
father to inform him that he
had been kidnapped and wo-
uld be left in his car by his

spend NYE with
his other girlfriend
n Australia man faked his
own kidnapping to get
away from his girlfriend on
New Year's Eve so that he
could spend it with his other
girlfriend. The man went the
extra mile to make his plan a
reality. Paul lera, 35, left his
residence on December 31
informing his partner that he
was going to meet his “money
person”. After he left his
home, his girifriend received
a text message alleging that
he had been kidnapped by a
sex worker. Because of lera's
past experience with sex
workers, his girlfriend belie-

kidnappers. Police officers
reviewed the CCTV cameras
and discovered the man
entering his lover's residence
with an overnight bag. The
footage showed lera leaving
the house with his other
girlfriend the next day, just
minutes after the call to lera's
father was placed. The wo-
man returned home alone.
The discrepancies in the call
data and other details revea-
led that the man was lying. “It
was established lera made up
the story about his own kidn-
apping,” police said. The wo-
man was his lover, police sa-
id. lera was arrested for mak-
ing a false accusation that led
to a costly investigation.

clicked with the Hollywood
studio system and her best
known films remain those she
made with [talian directors.

It was eccentric mogul Ho-
ward Hughes eventually bro-
ught Lollobrigida to the US. Be-
sides “The World's Most Beau-
tiful Woman” in 1955, career
highlights included Golden
Globe-winner “Come Septem-
ber,” with Rock Hudson; “Tra-
peze;” “Beat the Devil,” a 1953
John Huston film starring
Humphrey Bogart; and “Buona
Sera, Mrs Campbell,” which
won Lollobrigida Italv's top mo-

vieawanrdas bestactress in 1969,

In Italy, she worked with so-
me of the country’s top direc-
tors following the war, inclu-
ding Mario Monicelli, Luigi Co-
mencini, Pietro Germi and Vit-
torio De Sica. T'wo of her more
popularfilms at home were*“Pa-
ne Amore e Fantasia” (“Bread,
Love and Dreams™) in 1953, and
the sequel, “Pane Amoree Gelo-
sia” (*Bread, Love and Jealou-
sy"). Lollobrigida was born on
July 4, 1927 in Subiaco, a hill
town near Rome, where her fat-
her was a furniture maker, She
began her career in beauty con-

erson for Sophia Loren, a su-
perstar in her own right in Iia-
Iv's post-war vears, said Loren,
88, was “very shocked and sad-
dened” by Lollobrigida’s death.
When she stopped making
films full-time, Lollobrigida
worked as a photographer and
sculptorand wasalsoa goodwill
ambassador for the Unicef. In
1975 she made a documentary
film “Portrait of Fidel Castro”,
and for years there were rumo-
urs that she'd had an affair with
the Cuban leader: One of her la-
st appearances was a cameo in
an Italianfilm in 2011. acencies

tests. A producer plucked her
from the streets of Rome to ap-
pear on the big screen.

A portrait of the diva gra-
ced a 1954 cover of Time maga-
zine, which likened her to a
“opddess” in an article about
Italian movie-making. More
than a half-century later, Lollo-
brigida still turned heads with
her brown, curly hair and statu-
esque figure, and preferred to
be called an actress instead of a
the gender-neutral term actor:
Lollobrigida also started a ha-
irstyle rage in the 1950s known
as the “poodle cut.” A spokesp-

Rome: [talian actress Gina Lol-
lobrigida, asultry Mediterrane-
an diva who came to represent
[taly’s vibrant rebirth after Wo-
rid War II, has died aged 95, her
lawver said on Monday The
agent didn’t provide details.
After a humble upbringing,
Lollobrigida plaved opposite
Hollywood stars such as Hump-
hrey Bogart, Rock Hudson, Bu-
rt Lancaster, Tony Curtis and
Frank Sinatra, becomingone of
the most recognisable cinema
icons of the 1950s and 60s. But
“LaLollo”, asshe was affectio-
nately known in Ttaly, never

‘Gina Lollobrigida, post WWII Itallan f Im diva, dies at 95

In 1975, she made a documentary
film ‘Portrait of Fidel Castro’, and for
years there were rumours that she'd
had an affair with the Cuban leader




A thought for today
The most perfect political community is one in
which the middle class is in control, and

outnumbers both of the other classes
ARISTOTLE

Expand The Middle

India’s middle classes need better public services. Only
then will they grow faster & have meaningful impact

Nirmala Sitharaman recently said that she is from the middle

class and therefore identifies with it. With her fifth budget

speechscheduled on February 1, she pointed out that Gol had
not levied new taxes on the middle class. Instead, it prioritised
urban infrastructure such as metro projects. Given India’s narrow
income tax base, middle class aspirations and anxieties often come
into focus ahead of the budget.

How large is the constituency? Thinktank PRICE pegs middle
class households as ones that earn an income of Rs 5-30 lakh a vear:
PRICE estimated they make up 30% of all households in 2020-21.
That’s roughly in line with what tax data shows. In 2018-19, on an
admittedly narrow individual income tax base of about 56 million
returns filed, individuals with income in the range of Rs 5-25 lakh
numbered around19million, or34%. The dataon thetax base is out of
sync with consumption patterns, which suggests that the potential
size of the middle class is much larger.

It leads to Sitharaman's second
observation about investments in public
infrastructure. There's a mismatch
between what different levels of govern-
ment show as investment and public
perceptions about their quality of life.
Plenty of anecdotal evidence suggests
that an increasing proportion of the
: middle class rely on private provision of

A basic services such as transport, health-
amB o o care and education. This trend leads

: IIII o o e back to questions about the tax base as
u R TS Fe economist Devesh Kapur suggests that
when middle classes “exit” and move towards private provision of
basic services, it has an adverse effect on the inclination to pay taxes.

In aseparate study on the middle class, Kapur and his co-authors
tried to gauge the size of the middle class by asking people to
self-identify. Almost half of India describes itself as middle class, a
phenomenon that’s sharper in urban areas. Poor urban governance
architecture not only limits the impact this class can have on
politics, it also makes it harder for individuals to cross the Rs 51akh
income threshold. The middle, which benefitted from liberalisa-
tion, needsto grow faster.

Be Wise, Centre & SC

Better than court’s stand & Gol’s proposal is revising
the collegium’s memorandum of procedure
l I nion law minister Kiren Rijiju’s letter to CJI DY Chandrachud

seeking representation for Gol in the collegium, and consulta-

tions with states, signals another front being opened in the
Centre-Supreme Court standoff. The collegium system is the outcome
of the Third Judges Case of 1998, which envisioned procedures for
appointment of SC and high court judges. Subsequently, a Memoran-
dum of Procedure (MoP)was finalised following consultations between
the Centre and SC. The only way Gol's new proposal can be implemented
is if SCagrees torevisit the Second and Third Judges Cases. But this is
a bad idea; It is Parliament that must do the law-making.

Making Parliament into a bystander while the executive proposes
and the judiciary decides how to frame
the law is bad form. This newspaper has
argued for a National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission and believes it
deserves another chance. The constitution
bench that scrapped NJAC did so without
having the benefit of seeing it work. Gol,
surprisingly, hasn’t made another attempt
to re-enact NJAC. Perhaps, SC can be
persuaded this time to watch NJAC at
work before inevitable legal challenges to it are taken up. After all,
such wait-and-watch has been the SC modus to challenges against
demonetisation, electoral bonds, Article 370, CAA, etc.

An alternative course is to revise the MoP as directed by the
five-judge NJAC bench in a subsequent order. This order laid special
emphasis on making the collegium more transparent through
appropriate revisions to the MoP through recording minutes of
collegium discussions including dissension, setting up secretariats
for each HC and SC for better management of the process, clear
eligibility criteriaforappointment to HCsand SC, and a mechanism to
deal with complaints against judgeship candidates. Since Centre’s
primary concernabout the present collegium system appearsto be the
lack of transparency, the MoP revision, which has stalled for over
81X vears over relatively minor disagreements, should be revived. The
current standoff is creating unnecessary tensions, and musin’t affect
filling of judges’ vacancies. May wise judgment prevail.

Plane truths about us

Even the usual dose of in-flight entertainment
is too overflowing for comfort

Kannan.Somasundaram@timesgroup.com

Asg the drama of mid-air male-volence continues to take
stranger p-turns, it totally puts the regular oddities of our
co-passengers in the shade. But these oddities are abundant.

Indians are airborne like pollen these days, yvet the sight of
an airline bus inflames their basic Delhi Transport Corpora-
tion instincts from the 1990s. Then we used to dig painful elbows
into each other while making a jagged line for the scarce bus. Now we create a
bedlamof bagsshoveling ahead amidst shouts and airport coffee spraying taints
on designer shoes, with knees still ramming into bottoms as in yesteryears.

Many terminals do lie a fair distance from aircraft bays. But that’s no
excuseforjetsettersforgettingthat thiswillnotbelike that Janakpurito Lajpat
Nagar journey. Dost, prithee don't fly into the seat-scavenging anxietyv once
provoked by DTC Route 711 when it is a 707 you shall be boarding.

Anothermicro-horroristhe squatting mentality. Some will annex
an aisle seat bought by somebody else, invoking fait accompli as
fairgrounds for occupation. They will tell the legitimate seat-holder:
‘Abmainalready baith gaya. Besides, kvafarak padta hai? My middle
seat is literally millimetres from aisle, take that ok.” No, no, not ok.

Squatters sometimes usethe medical conditioncard, like trouble with their
legs. But when the seatbelt warning is switched off, thev go down the cabin in
Neil Armstrongy giant leaps to meet their friends. Then they launch an exposi-
tionon thequietnessonforeign airlines - by slapping theirthighs tomark their
main points in bold, firing off supersonic sighs, and LOLing their complaints
about Indian carriers deafeningly.

Talking of humour and quiet, some like their comedy desi and jet-engine
loud. Onee a gentleman equipped with guffaws but bereft of headphones sat
next to me. He streamed a famous comic’s show on his phone’s speaker. I got
one hour of dad jokes and boyish laughter. He even turned to me a few times to
annotate the jokes. By way of reference material, he provided his own gags.

I would have willingly traded my aisle seat with the person who revels in
international-grade wit, sauntering down the cabin, on magically restored
legs, far away from me. You can call that person Neil Legstrong - my own dad
joke. Why should I suffer alone?
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AN ECSTASY

Hills, Stop Copying The Plains
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Joshimath shows we need a radically different growth model for Himalayan states

Chandra Bhushan

What is unfolding in
Joshimath is a tragedy.
But this tragedy is not
due to climate change;
climate change-linked
eXtreme events may
have exacerbated the situation, but the
sinking of Joshimath is our doing.

The fact is this disaster is not
unexpected; it was foretold. Over 50
vears, the sinking of Joshimath has been

documented by multiple committees of

the Supreme Court and the Union and
state povernments. They warned against
haphazard wurbanisation, large-scale
hydropower development and cutting
of hills to widen roads. But time and
again, their warnings were ignored.

The result is that the fate of Joshimath
is sealed. Even with engineering
solutions, a part of this historic city will
have to be abandoned, and the rest will
struggle to survive. So, how have we rea-
ched this stage, and how do we prevent
many more Joshimaths in the future?

It is important to understand that
Joshimath is a symptom; the disease is
the strong push in the Himalayan states
to replicate the development model of
the plains - big infrastructure projects,
wider roads, and high-rise buildings. It is
this model that is seriously compromising
thelr environmental security.

Let’s look at the hydroelectric projects
(HEPs) in Uttarakhand.

@ The state presently has 39 large and
small HEPswithan installed capacity
of 3,600 MW

@® In addition, there are 25 HEPs worth
2,400 MW capacity under construction.

@® So, ina couple of years, Uttarakhand
will have 64 HEPs of 6.000 MW capacity

@ But what is existing and under const-
ruction is just a fraction of what is
being planned.

® There are 180 HEPs of 21,200 MW
capacity in the pipeline.

@® Many have already obtained environ-
mental clearances from the environ-
ment ministry and state agencies.

@® Even if we assume that only half
of these projects reach fruition,
Uttarakhand will have 150 HEPs, and
its hydropower capacity will increase

fourfold from the present.

® Thisisplainly unsustainable,
Scientists have warned against buil-

ding hvdropower without comprehensive

studies, and government committees
have recommended scrapping HEPs.

Yet, many projects with questionable

feasibility continue to be constructed.

Take the case of the Tapovan Vishnugad

HEPF, which is blamed for the aguifer

breach at Joshimath.

@® Construction of the 520 MW Tapovan
project began nearly 17 vears ago and
wasscheduled to becompleted in 2013.

@® But, almosta decade later; the project
is still ‘under construction’.

@ Itspricetaghas more thandoubled.

@ Moreover, this project has been dama-
ged by floods twice - in 2013 and 2021,

@ In 2021 floods caused by an unprece-
dented avalanche, nearly 200 people
died, and many were workers at the
project site.

@ Tapovan Vishnugad exemplifies the
risk of large-scale infrastructure deve-
lopment without proper assessment.,

It is well-known that the Himalayas is
oneof the most unstable mountain ranges
and is prone tonatural disasters. Ontop of
this, global warming is profoundly impac-
ting the geology and hvdrology of the
region. Data shows that 90% of earthqua-

In this era of climate change,
Himalayan states can create a
large number of jobs in the
environment sector -
biodiversity conservation,
high-value organic farming,
sustainable forestry, glacier and
water body protection etc. And
they can be incentivised by the
rest of the country to do this

kes, most landslides and a large propor-
tion of cloudbursts in India occur there,

With massive infrastructure develop-
ment and more people living in vulnerable
areas, the economic and ecological losses
are mounting and will continue to grow
unless we make fundamental changes in
the development paradigm.

Change the model
Thefirstchangeistostop copying the
plains. The domain of environmental
science tells us that every place has a
carrying capacity. Once this capacity is
exceeded, ecological destruction ensues.
® Himalavas have a much lower carry-

ing capacity than plains and thus can
sustain much lower human pressure.
® Therefore, better planning and enfor-
cement are essential to ensure that
the carrving capacity isnot breached.

® But unfortunately, the institutions
which canensurethis, like the town and
country planning (TCP) department
and the environment department, are
weak and ineffective in hill states.

In Uttarakhand, for instance, the TCP
department is operating with minimal
staff and resources, and the reorganisa-
tion of the department has not been done
since the bifurcation from Uttar Pradesh.
Without solid planning and enforcement,
the Himalayvan states are doomed.

Thesecond is to practise an alternate
model of development, an immediate
requirement in the tourism sector. It is
projected that 250 million tourists will
visit these states by 2025; the number
was 100 million before the pandemic.
This massive growth will exacerbate
water scarcity, worsen air quality and
lead to forest and land degradation.

But there is an alternative to this
unsustainable tourism-—high-value susta-
inable tourism. We can follow the example
of Bhutan, which has capped the number
of travellers by imposing a sustainable
development fee of $200 per day. A part of
this fee goes into environmental protec-
tion and enhancing livelihood for local
residents. A similar sustainable tourism
policy is required for our Himalayas too.

Lastly, in this era of climate change,
Himalayan states can create a large
number of jobs in the environment
sector — biodiversity conservation,
high-value organic farming, sustainable
forestry, glacier and water body protec-
tion ete. And they can be incentivised by
the rest of the country todothis.

This is because they are major water
sources that sustaintheplains, and their
elaciers, forests and biodiversity are
essential for the country's ecological
security. While some progress has been
made on payments for ecosystem
services, a lot more needs to be done so
that these states candevelop and prosper
without destroying themselves,

The writer is CEQ, International
Forum for Environment, Sustainability and
Technology (iIFOREST)

Because Both Rich And Poor Countries Deserve Good Health ...

India’s G20 presidency is creating a fairer global health architecture, writes Union health minister

Mansukh Mandaviya

India’s vision of a healthier globe
emanates from the philosophy of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam that trans-
lates into One Earth, One Family, One
Future. So, as part of India's G20
presidency, policymakers from member
countries and experts from the medical fraternity shall
unfold the foundation and framework of a Global
Health Architecture (GHA) at a series of Health
Working Group meetings, starting this month. GHA
envisages equipping countries to face the next health
emergency with robust healthcare systems.

World over, Covid made world leaders realise that a
single country, however well-equipped with medical in-
frastrructure, may not be able to turn the tide against a cri-
s1s like the pandemic. For low- and middle-income count-
ries (LMICs), the situation in such times worsens as
access to basic health is restricted and uneven. Prime
Minister Modi has defined the central objective of
India’s G20 presidency as “healing, harmony and
hope”. He envisages a more human-centric globali-
sation where universal healthcare is a key priority, 5

Priority 1: Strengthen national capacities
For India, GHA rests on three key priorities.
The first is strengthening national capacities
to prevent, prepare for and respond to
major outbreaks, The agenda will include
a One Health approach to antimicrobial
resistance (AMR). Partnering with
multiple organisations like WHO,
World Bank, G7, Access to Covid-19
Tools Accelerator, this effort will
attempt to synergise existing strengths
and identify bottlenecks in the system.
One Health approach is critical
for addressing the linkages between
human, animal and environment *
sectors to resist the impact of AMR on
communities. Coupled with pandemic
countermeasures that are affordable,

%

Z

equitable and universal in access, G20 India Health
Trackaimstofacilitate seamless interweaving towards
a global health emergency architecture.

Priority 2: Strengthen pharma cooperation
The second priority of G20 1s strengthening coope-
ration inthe pharmaceutical sector in order to Improve
equitable access to quality vaccines, therapeutics and
diagnostics.
@ Indiangenerics are valued across the world.
@ InFY 2022, pharma products worth $24.47 billion were
supplied to 200 countries.
® Indiacontinues to provide affordable HIV drugs and
anti-TB generics toseveral LMICs.
® India's role in addressing life-saving vaccine
inequity has been appreciated worldwide.
While high-income countries raced to buy billions
of doses of Covid vaccines, people from LMICs
staved unprotected and vulnerable for close to
a vear with no aceess to vaccines. Under the
leadership of PM Modi, India provided
critical doses to more than 100 countries
during the most difficult phase of Covid
through the “Vaccine Maitri’ initiative. This
wasaccomplished without loss inquality or
hikingthe prices of vaccines and drugs.
With the aim to strengthen the pharma
sector, the government has intfroduced
production-linked incentive sche-
] mes. It has planned Bulk Drug
w 'I } / . Parks and Medical Device Parks.
§ ' A Building common facilities will
| reduce the costs of production
and enhance availability and
affordability of medical devices.
While Italy (2021 presidency)
and Indonesia {2022 presidency)
concentrated on setting up
regional manufacturing and
research hubs, India’s G20
presidency proposes to address
. the gapsintheavailability, accessi-
bility and affordability of medical

e

countermeasures. It shall continue to prioritise global
networks for R&D and manufacturing tor medical
countermeasures and end-to-end medical countermea-
sure platforms during its presidency.

Priority 3: Digital solutions
The third priority is digital health innovations and

solutions to aid universal health coverage. The global

Covid experience has amply demonstrated how digital

technologies can help in remote data capture, medical

diagnosis and virtual care. The experience was trans-
formative in India.

@ Millions of citizens used the CoWin app to access
vaccines, thousands moved to online medical
consultations; in remote areas. tele-consultation
proved to be life-saving.

® Gol's free telemedicine service, eSanjeevani, has
recently crossed a remarkable milestone of 90 million
tele-consultations.

@® India is marching towards universal health coverage
through initiatives such as Ayushman Bharat-PMJAY
where more than 500 million people are eligible for
free-of-cost tertiary healthcare, backed by technology
tomake it portable, scalable and paperless across states.

@® CoWin has been shared with several countries as a
digital public health good.

@® The collective efforts of G20 members will help create
an ecosystem that provides open access to several
LMICs for more equitable healthcare.

@ Indiaplanstodraw aframework for the Global Initia-
tive on Digital Health and harness the potential of
artificial intelligence in building more resilient
infrastructure.

When several countries endowed with better health-
care infrastructure have been challenged, India has
demonstrated how timely planning, efficient manage-
ment of cold chains, good R&D, focussed policy deci-
sions and integrated implementation through strong
Centre-state collaboration can achieve Covid vaccina-
tion of more than 2.2 billion doses. Enriched with this
experience, the G20 presidency provides us the mandate
to assume a leadership position for the Global South
and propose a fresh vision of a healthier world order:
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It’s Only Words

Talk in everlasting words
And dedicate them all to me
And Twill give vou all my life
I'm here if vou should call to me
You think that I don't even mean
A single word I say
It s onlv words and words are all Thave
T take vour heart away ...

Bee Gees, Words

Here's The Key To Loving Interaction

Sant Rajinder Singh

isnot so much physical as it ismental.

The challenges we face are mostly at
the level of the mind. Often, in work
situations, we have to find agreement with
people who have different opinions and
ideas than we do. We all have different
ways of looking at the world.

Every day we are faced with choices.
Are we going to take action that tears
people apart or action that brings people
together? Do our words cause division or
do they bring people together? Loving,
caring words that make people feel
comfortable bring people together. But we
seldom think about the words we say or
theactions we take.

It's important tohavealoving
interaction with evervone that we

In modern societies, much of the stress

meet. Our words are very potent and
have along-lasting effect. So, it is
imperative to pay attention toour
words, and make an effort to genuinely
listen to others, to have loving
interactions that bring peace and calm
intoour surroundings.
Inour jobs, we often have to
work on committees or make
policy decisions. Do we
promote policies that show
love and tolerance towards
people, or do they perpetrate
more prejudice, discrimina-
tion and bigotry? Do we goon

THE SPEAKING TREE

retracted, and it is for this reason that we

must think twice before we say some-

thing. Additionally, when we bring pain

to someone with our words, we influence

their outlook on life, and this can in turn

impact the lives of othersthat they
interact with.

Our words, even if spoken in
jest, have the power to heal or to
harm, and we have full control

overthe words we speak.

In the same vein, we are also
responsible for the impact and
- outcome of our words, regard-
less of what our original intent

autopilot saving and doing
whatever pops into our heads, the moment
someone does something we don't like,
and donot think of the effect our words
and deeds have?

Words, once spoken, cannot be

might have been. We should be
very careful about the words that we use to
ensure that we bring joy and happiness
through them. As we resolve to do so, we
will find that we bring peace to ourselves
and to our surroundings.

Aswe become peaceful ourselves, we
will have a radiating effect on others in our
orbit. To be peaceful, we need toturn to
our own source of stability, calm and
peace which iswithinus. Wecandosoas
we go within through meditation.

When we meditate on the inner Light
and Sound of God, we come in contact
with His love within us, which fills us with
inner peace, joy, bliss and happiness. As
we spend time in meditation, wecreatea
calm haven in which we restore equilibri-
umand peace to our mental functioning.

The joy and happiness we feel in medi-
tation lingers long after we emerge from
our sitting. It can stay with us throughout
our day Thus, while our mind is engaged
in our work, we have an underlying peace
that guides our thoughts, words and deeds.
We can then act from a higher place, from
aplace of peace and calm.




France Benefits Most From
Online Travel Platforms In EU

France is one of the most popular tourist

destinations in the world. And

even within the European

Union, its popularity is almost
unmatched. According to an
Oxford Economics analysis of

ﬂﬁ?

the European tourism market,

online travel platforms contributed €11.8
billion to France's GDP in 2019-2021
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RBI red-flags returnto old
pension scheme by states

Calls For Higher Capex By States, Creating Buffer For Downturn
HOW STATES FARE ON PENSION PAYMENTS

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The REI on Mon-
dav red-flagged the return to
the old pension scheme (OPS)
by some states as a major con-
cernonthesub-national fiscal
horizon, while calling for hig-
her capital expenditure in sec-
torssuch as health, education,
infra and green energy.

“The annual saving in fi-
scal resources that this move
entails is short-lived. By post-
poning current expenses to
the future, statesrisk accumu-
lation of unfunded pension li-
abilities in the coming yvears,”
the RBI said on OPFS in its la-
test report on state finances.

Several opposition-ruled
states, including Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Punjab,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan
have announced a return to
the defined benefit scheme,
promising retired govern-

2021-22
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ment emplovees 50% of the
last pay drawn as the monthly
pension. The move signals a
reversal in the shift to the Na-
tional Pension System, imple-

mented by the Manmohan
Singh government in 2004,
where government employe-
es contribute 10% of salary
with a matching contribution

from employer. Several econo-
mists, including Singh's key
aide Montek Singh Ahluwa-
lia, have criticised the move
by the states. In several cases,
the pension outgo is already
high (see graphic).

In the report, the RBI has
noted that improvement in
the fiscal situation across sta-
tes as well as a recognition of
the off-budget borrowings. so-
mething that the Union finan-
ce ministry had taken up with
the state governments.

The RBI has suggested sta-
tes should focus on higher ca-
pital expenditure, arguing
that it benefits the state GDP
for at least two vears. It went
on to suggest setting up of ca-
pex buffer funds, where mo-
ney is set aside during “good
times” when revenue flows
are strong so that spending is
not impacted during periods
of economic slowdown.

WPI inflation dips to 22-mth low of 4.95%

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Wholesale price
inflation slowed to a near 2-ye-
ar low in December on the
back of moderating food, mi-
neral oils and crude petrole-
um prices, adding to the relief
provided by easing retail in-
flation numbers.

Data released by the com-
merce and industry ministry
on Monday showed inflation,
asmeasured by the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI), rose an an-
nual 4.95% in December, lo-
wer than the 5.9% in Novem-
ber. Decline in the rate of in-
flation in December 2022 is
primarily accounted for by
the fall in prices of food arti-
cles, mineral oils, crude petro-

COOLING DOWN
WPi-based Inflation (%)
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leum & natural gas, textiles
and chemicals & chemical
products. WPI-based inflation
has slipped below the 5%
mark for the first time in 22
months after staving in doub-
le digits for 18 consecutive
months. It started easing in
October:

The moderation in WPI
followed the easing in retail
inflation in December. Retail
inflation moderated to a 12-
month low of 5.7% in Decem-
ber on the back of softening
food prices. The WPI data sho-
wed vegetahle prices fell near-
Iy 36% during the month whi-
le crude petroleum pricesrose
21.9%, slower than the 51.4%
recorded in December 2021,
Cereal prices remained ro-
bust, rising 14%, while wheat
prices rose 21%.

Inflation had emerged asa
major policy challenge with
both CPI and WPI inflation
surging last vear, prompting
the RBl toincrease interestra-
tes sharply. Economists said
the central bank may adopt a

wait-and-watch approach and
most likely pause its rate in-
creasing cycle after February,
“While we acknowledge
that inflationary risks are re-
ceding, the RBI is unlikely to
find much comfort in the deta-
ils of inflation, with core still
elevated above 6% and the de-
cline in price pressures co-
ming mainly from volatile
components, such as vegetab-
les,” Barclayssaid inanote
“Still, with CPI inflation
returning within the target
band for two months, we ex-
pect headline inflation to fall
further in the coming months,
which should allow the BBl to
pause beyond February, and
reassess the need for further
tightening,” the note added.

Govt probes
~ lowinvoicing
of imports
from China

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The government
has launched a probe to exami-
ne instances of under-invoi-
cing of Chinese goods impor-
ted into the country, with cus-
tomsauthorities reworking the
risk-assessment mechanism,
fop government officials said
on Monday.

Under-invoicing of imports
15 done to evade customs duties
and GST as well as to avoid re-
quirements for imports over a
certain value. These goods ha-
ve an unfavourable price ad-
vantage in domestic market by
payving lower duty. For long, the
government has suspected that
Chinese businesses resort to
unfair trade practices, with so-
me of the top telecom compani-

es also under the scanner of :

customsauthorities.

AVOIDING
DUTIES, GST

Theissuewas flagged by the
commerce department to the fi-
nance ministry and the cus-
toms officials have increased
therisk profiling, which hasre-
sulted in some seizures, follo-
wing a check on the cargo co-
ming from across the border, a
seniorofficer said.

During  April-December,
imports from China have gone
up by around 12% to close to $76
billion, while exports have
contracted 36% to $11 billion,
according to commerce depart-
ment estimates. Latest data re-
leased by Chinese authorities
have shown that in 2022, India’s
trade deficit with China cros-
sed $100 billion for the first ti-
me, raising fresh concerns at a
time, when the government is
seeking toreduce shipments.

Officials said Covid restric-
tions in China cut exports. But
with India dependent on key in-
puts, such as basic drugs toma-
nufacture medicines, imports
had not come down.

In the same
timeframe,
42 million ad-
ditional hotel
night book-
ings at French
accommoda-
tions were
attributed to
online travel
' platforms

Source: Statista

Exports shrink over
- 12% to $35bn in Dec

Govt Blames Slowdown In West, Trade
Deficit Widens As Imports Fall By 3%

Tinmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: India's exports
fell over 12% to $34.5 billion
in December 2022, while im-
ports dipped 3% to $58.2 bil-
lion, resulting in a widening
of thetrade deficit,
Commerce secretary Su-
nil Barthwal told reporters
the decline, fastest in two ye-
ars, was due to global head-
winds as several countries
are in the midst of a slow-
down as also due to the high
base in December 2021, when
exports of $39.3 billion were
the third highest on record.
Exports have slowed
down in recent months after
booming to a record $422 bil-
lion during the last financial
vear. Barthwal said that the
commerce department has
undertaken a detailed analy-
sis and is also focusing on co-
untries that are growing fas-
ter, but is eurrently sticking
to internal projections of $470
billion for the vear. “India’s
exports have held its head

STEEPEST DECLINE IN EXPORTS IN 2 YRS
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high. There are recessionary
trends globally. So, we are fa-
cing a lot of headwinds,” the
secretary said, adding that
services exports will soar to
new highsthis vear.

Official numbers relea-
sed by the commmerce depart-
ment pegged services ex-
ports at $27.3 billion, 5% hig-
herthanavearago, whileim-
ports went up by around the
same level to $15.6 billion.

The decline in December
goods exports was led by oil
products (27% lower at $4.9
billion) and engineering go-
ods (down 12% to $9.1 bil-
lion), the two largest items.
Among the top 30 export
items, electronics goods we-
re the star, rising 37% to $2.3
billion. The decline 1n im-
ports was driven by a 75%
slumpingold (to$1.2billion).
chemicals and gems.

Russia 4th largest source of
imports; $50bn seen in FY23

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Imports from
Russia have jumped five ti-
mes to $32.9 billion during
April-December, making it
the fourth largest trading
partner. If current pace of
increase persists, Russia's
imports could hit $50 billion,

: justshy of thevalue of goods

shipped from the US, which
is the third largest source of

imports for India.
Atthesame time, if the US
and the UAE maintain their
paceof growth duringthe last
quarter of the current finan-
cial vear, they could end the
vear with exports to India ad-
ding up to $536 billion and $54
billion, respectively During
April-December 2022, the two
countriessaw exportsto India
rise by around 25% each.
Russia has moved up from

being India’s 20th largest so-
urce of imports last financial
vear due to the massive surge
in crude petroleum flows as
the government went bargain
hunting to contain the cost of
fuel, while also seeing this as
an opportunity to pushexport
of petroland diesel to countri-
es such as the Netherlands
and Brazil. Fertilisers are the
major contributor to higher
imports from Russia.
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NARCL to
take over its
1st bad loan

this week

Tines News NeTwoRrk

Mumbai: Lenders will trans-
fer this week their Jayvpee In-
fratech loans to the govern-
ment-sponsored bad bank —
the National Asset Reconstruc-
tion Company (NARCL). This
is the first non-performing as-
set (NPA) to be acquired by
NARCL and will formally kick
off its bad debt-consolidation.

Accordingtobankers, there
were issues regarding the for-
mat of the government guaran-
tee for the security receipts to
be issued by NARCL to the
banks. This has been sorted out
and the transaction is expected
to be concluded soon.

The Jaypee Infratech deal
will result in the transfer of Rs
9234 crore of stressed loans.
The NARCL had offered a Rs
3,570crore bid for the loans
held by public sector banks,
which would mean a recovery
of close to 40%.,

The NARCL plans to buy
bad loans of about Rs 40,000
crore from public sector banks.

While the sale will not re-
sult in major gains in the bot-
tom line of banks, it will impro-
ve financial ratios substantial-
ly. The NARCL has an edge over
private ARCs as security rece-
ipts that it issues in place of
cash is backed by a government
guarantee. And private ARCs
will have to pay upfront cash to
match bids made by NARCL.
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'SC to Google: Will you
~follow EU practices?

Tech Giant Paid $4Bn EU Penalty, But Is
Questioning CCI’s 71,338Cr Fine: Centre

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Putting Google
in a quandary, the Supreme
Court on Monday asked the
world's leading tech giant to
inform in two days its readi-
ness to employ the trade
practices it adopted in Euro-
pean Union (EU) countries
after being fined %4 billion
last year for using its Andro-
id mobile operating system
to kill competition and fuart-
her its monopoly,

Before A M Singhvicould
justify Google's appeal aga-
inst NCLAT's order refusing
to stay the CCI's October 20
decision slapping a Rs 1,338
crore fine on the tech giant
for anti-competitive Android
operating system, additional
golicitor general R Venkata-
raman said Google was
prompt in paying up the 54-
billion fine imposed by the
European Commission, but
15 using litigation in India to
thwart the CCI's order pena-

Google is fully
compliant with the

EU laws after paying up the

fine, There must be _ '

uniformity inthe = J

digital world. Itis "~

litigating instead of

paying up the CCl-imposed

fine just because India is not

a developed country

—R VENKATARAMAN |

ADMTIONAL SOEICITOR GENERAL

lising it for similar anti-com-
petition trade mischief.
Venkataraman told a
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud, and Justices
P SNarasimhaandJ B Pardi-
wala, “Google is fully compli-
ant with the EU laws after pa-
ving up the fine. There must
be uniformity in the digital
world. It is litigating instead
of paying up the CCIl-impo-
sed fine just because India is
not a developed country.”
The bench, which initial-
ly wanted to send the matter
back to the NCLAT for a deci-
sion on Google’s plea for inte-

rim stay on the fine, turned
around and asked the tech gi-
ant to inform by Wednesday
whether it was ready to “abi-
dein Indiaaregime that isin
place in EU countries”.
When Singhvi argued
that the case in India has no
similarity with the EU case,
the bench said, “Answer by
Wednesday what steps Goog-
le has put in place in EU co-
untries after the EU court up-
held the $4-billion fine on it.”
Singhvi argued that the
NCLAT"s decision on Janua-
ry 4 to post Google's appeal
for hearing on April 3, witho-
ut going into the praver for
interim stay, made the pay-
ing up of the fine a fait ac-
compli. That is the reason
why Google moved the SC, he
said. The CJl-led bench said,
“The CCI passed an order on
October 20. You (Google) ha-
ve a batterv of lawvers. But
the appeal was filed in
NCLAT in January to create
contrived urgencies to force
the tribunal toextend time.”

Green light must before
stake buy in banks: RBI

Times News NETwWORK

Mumbai: The RBI has co-
me out with new regula-
tions for acquisitions and
holding a significant equity
stake in a bank. The new
norms prescribe getting ‘fit
and proper’ clearance befo-
re buying a stake in a bank,
and the rules for persons ac-
ting in concert have been
tightened. There is also a
minimum lock-in period for
strategic shareholders and
a time limit for buying sha-
res after the RBI nod.

The new norms come
ahead of the government's
proposed stake sale in IDBI
Bank. Investors who have
submitted their expres-
sions of interest for the
bank will need to get them-
selves certified as ‘fit and

proper’ from the RBI before
buying shares. Under the
new norms, if the bank’s bo-
ard feels that a shareholder
is looking to get a strategic
stake, the board has to in-
formthe RBl even if thesha-
reholding islessthan5%.
Where the shareholding
1s not compliant with RBI's
norms, banks must submit

TIGHTENING
ME&A NORMS

an action plan for diluting
shares within six months.
The RBI has placed the onus
on the bank's board to ensu-
re that the bank establishes
a continuous monitoring
mechanism to ascertain
that a major shareholder
has obtained priorapproval
of the RBI for the sharehol-

ding/voting rights,

The guidelines require
any person intendingtobea
major shareholder to make
an application to assess the-
ir ‘fit and proper’ status.
The RBI has said that the
‘fit and proper’ status can
be conditional and wvalid,
subject to the acquisition
being completed in a speci-
fic time frame. The permis-
sion is also limited to one
transaction and must be ta-
ken afresh for new purcha-
ses if the shareholding
drops below 5%,

The guidelines also bar
investors from countries
not compliant with financi-
al action task force (FATF)
rules. Currently, 38 countri-
es are compliant, while
others are at various levels
of non-compliance.

NFRA backs
~transparency
report for
audit firms

New Delhi: In a first-of-its-
kind move aimed at improving
audit quality, the National Fi-
nancial Reporting Authority
(NFRA) on Monday proposed
to Introduce annual transpa-
rency reports’ requirement for
audit firms.

The watchdog has come out
with draft requirements to be
followed by auditors and audit
firms for preparing annual
transparency reports (ATRs).
According to the NFRA, the ef-
fort is aimed at enhancing the
transparency about manage-
ment and governance of audit
firms and their internal policy
framework to ensure high qua-
lity audits and preventing con-
flict of interest by maintaining
Independence.

“The ATR reqguirements
are proposed to be implemen-
ted in a gradual manner for PI-
Es (public inferest entities)
starting with statutorv audi-
tors of top 1,000 listed compani-
es (by market capitalisation)
with effect from the financial
yvear ending on March 31, 2023,
the regulator said in a release.

Audit firms will have to
publish ATR within three
months from end of fiscal
*Transparency report contai-
ning critical information abo-
ut the auditor’s operational ac-
tivities, management, gover-
nance and ownership structu-
res, and policies and
procedures necessary to deli-
ver high-gquality audits, ete.
The information in the ATR
will be useful to investors, audit
committees, independent di-
rectors and public at large.”
Public comments have been so-
ught till February 16. acencies

Federal Bank
Q3 net up 54%

Mumbai: Federal Bank has
reported a net profit of Rs 804
crore for the guarter ended
December 2022, an increase of
od% from Rs 521 crore in vear-
ago period. Profits rose follo-
wing a 39% increase in net in-
terest income to Rs1,274 crore.

Total deposits of Federal
Bank grew 7.2% to Rs 2,01,408
crore at the end of the quarter
from Rs1,75,432 crore ason De-
cember 31, 2021, n
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“As startups restructure,
about 20,000 laid off

Cos Cite Changing Mkt Situation, Rising Rates,
Recession Fears In West For Rationalisation

Veena Mani &
Shilpa Phadnis | tun

Bengaluru: Indian startups
areestimated tohave laid off
almost 20,000 employees in
the past vear. Among those
who have rationalised their
workforces include wuni-
corns like Byju’s, Ola, Ovyo,
Meesho, Unacademy and Ve-
dantu. ShareChat on Mon-
day announced itislaying off
about 20% of its staff —
that's about 500 people.

The major reason cited by
these companies is thechang-
ing market situation. The
pandemic and resultant lock-
downs led to a surge in online
transactions, leading all of
these online-focused compa-
nies to hire aggressively to
meet demand during that pe-
riod. But the past year has se-
en consumers inereasingly
moving to physical options,
and limiting online spends.

Simultaneously, interest
rates have risen, and reces-
sionary fears have grown in
the West, leading to venture
capital and private equity
funders turning cautious.
That hasadversely impacted
startups’ ability to keep
raising equity funding, and
s0 the focus is shifting to
profitability.

ShareChat said, "As capi-
tal becomes expensive, com-
panies need to prioritise the-
ir bets and invest in the hig-
hest-impact projects only
Over the last six months, we
have aggressively optimised
costs across the board, inclu-

Maruti

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Maruti Suzuki
hiked prices of its vehicle 1i-
ne-up by about 1.1% due to in-
crease incostof inputs. Other
companiessuch as Honda, Ta-
ta Motors and Hyundai are al-
so expected to initiate similar
steps to offset higher manu-
facturing costs.

For Maruti. this is the se-
cond price hike that the car-
maker is undertaking in the

ding in marketing and in-
frastructure, among other
cost heads, and ramped up
our monetisation efforts. The
decision to reduce employee
costs was taken after much
deliberation and in light of
the growing market consen-
sus that investment senti-
ments will remain very cau-
tious throughout this vear.”
Indian startups went
through a funding winter in
2022, and the same might con-
tinue through 2023. Funding

ments, those are more ske-
wed towards debt financing
thanequity funding, asfoun-
ders don't want to expose
their firms to lower valua-
tions. Founders who co-
uldn’t build businesses with
sufficient funding should
brace to revisit their busi-
nesses focusing on the fun-
damentals,” she says.
Human resources firm
CIEL HR estimates that there
was a 44% decline in hiring
towards the end of 2022, in

DROP IN FUNDING BY VCE & PEs

» Byju's, Ola, Oyo, Meesho,
Unacademy, ShareChat and
Vedantu among those who laid
off staff in past few months

» Slowdown in online

a number of cos

» Drop in VC/PE funding has
forced startups to focus on
profitability

consumer spends have impacted

» Funding for startups is
estimated to have dropped
31% in 2022

for Indian startups in 2022
was about $24 billion, a drop
of 33% incomparison to 2021,
according to PwC’s Startup
Deals Tracker-CY22report.
Shanti Mohan. founder of
LetsVenture, an online plat-
form enabling angel invest-
ment in early-stage startups,
said the layoffs are not neces-
sarily about the longfunding
winter, but bad hiring deci-
sions by some of the foun-
ders who raised money
“They over hired and the ra-
tionale of building frugality
into the business model was
completely missing. If vou
see the recent announce-

contrasttothe spike inhiring
at the beginning of the vear.

Sudhakar Raja, founder
& CEO of TRST Score, an HR
risk management firm, says
people getting laid off are
those who bagged hefty of-
fers in the last three years
due to the surge in demand
in tech-based startups.
“First, thev hired people be-
causethere was aneed. Com-
panies gave out salaries that
people demanded. Now they
are seriously looking at unit
economics and performance
appraisal. Thatiswherealot
of people are losing their
jobs,” Rajasays.

hikes car prices

ongoing fiscal year, after in-
creasing it in April 2022,

In December last vear, the
company said it would hike
prices to offset the impact of

FOLLOW SUIT

rising input costs and make
provisions to update the mo-
del range to conform to stric-
ter emission norms, which
will Kick in from April 2023.

“An estimated weighted
average of increase across
models standsataround 1.1%.
This indicative figure is cal-
culated using ex-showroom
prices of models in Delhi and
will come into effect from Ja-
nuary 16,” Maruti said.

It sells a range of vehicles
starting from entry-level
small car Alto to SUV Grand
Vitara, which are priced bet-
ween Rs 3.4 lakh and Rs 19.5
lakh {ex-showroom, Delhi).

1st lot of women
officers cleared
for Colonel-rank

New Delhi: The first lot of Ar-
my women officers have been
clearedforthe rankof Colonel
(selection grade) by a special
promotion board that is cur-
rently under way at the Army
headquarters here.

These women officers
from “combat-support arms”
and services will go on to com-
mand units in the Corps of
Engineers, Signals, Ordnance
and EME and other such bran-
ches, sources said.

As was reported by TOI
last week, 108 of the 244 wo-
men officers being considered
for the rank of Colonel (selec-
tiongrade)inthe board areex-
pected to make the grade as
per the number of vacancies.
“The results of all the candi-
dates will take time to be de-
classified. Another special
promotion board will be held
later,” the source said.

After permanent commis-
sion was granted to women in
2020-21, few women became
Colonels. Apart from legal and
education branches, women
now get permanent commis-
sion in Army Air Defence, Sig-
nals, Engineers, Army Avia-
tion., EME, Army Service
Corps, Army Ordnance Corps
and Intelligence Corps.

Family of 4 dead
in Hyd; had tiff
over relocation

Hyderabad: In a suspected
murder-suicide, a bank mana-
ger and three of her family
members were found dead in
their flat in Hyderabad’s Tar-
naka on Monday. There was
no suicide note. Police suspect
amarital tiff led to the deaths.

Sindhura (32) was a loan
recovery section managerina
bank. Her husband, Pratap
(34), was a design engineer
with an automobile major in
Chennai. Sindhura, four-year-
old daughter Aadhya, and Pra-
tap’s mother Rajathi (65) lived
in Hvderabad. Pratap wanted
to move his family to Chennai
but Sindhura wasagainstit.

Police suspect that Pratap
died by suicide by hanging
himself after poisoning hisfa-
mily members. tun

BJP already in election

Tines News NETWORK

New Delhi: BJP president JP
Nadda said the party is alrea-
dy in campaign mode, deter-
mined to win the states which
are not with it, having alrea-
dy expanded its booth-level
presence across the country.

Senior BJP leader Ravi
Shankar Prasad told the me-
dia that Nadda, in his add-
ress, had asked cadres to tigh-
ten their belts and ensure the
party’s win in the coming as-
sembly polls. He said the par-
tv's loss in Himachal Pra-
desh. incidentally his home
state, did not take away from
the comfortable scenario as
the party had lost by amargin
of lessthan 1% (37,000 votes in
absolute terms).

It was clear that BJP’s
confidenceisbased on itsesti-
mate of the PM’s popularity,
with the mammoth victory in
Gujarat only fortifving belief
in their talismanic leader:

BJP strategists have set a
goal of winning the 2024 Lok

campalgn mode. Nadda

PM Modi during BJF"Snatiﬂnaf executive meeting in Delhi on Monday

Sabha polls as a victory will
make PM Modi equal Jawa-
harlal Nehru's record of
three terms in a row. The par-
ty, though, believes that Mo-
di'sachievement would stand
on aseparatefooting. “Nehru
benefited from the absence of
opposition...In contrast, BJP
started as a challenger and
still remains so with the enti-
re old establishment against
it. Its ideology questioned the
dominant ideology,” one of
the delegates told TOI.
“Unfounded allegations

were levelled against PM Mo-
di but the crushing legal re-
sponse exposed the Opposi-
tion,” finance minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman said.

The party islikely tocome
up with another resolution
on Tuesday, when the PM will
deliver the valedictory spe-
ech. Besides, there is a possi-
bility that a resolution will be
passed endorsing extension
of JP Nadda'stenure for anot-
her term. Sources said the
parliamentary board has al-
ready endorsed this move.

Eye on 2024 polls, party identifies
160 LS seats for special campaigns

Akhilesh.Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP president J
P Nadda on Monday exhorted
party members to pull out all
the stops to ensure victory in
nine assembly polls due this
vear, underlining their politi-
cal importance in the run-up
102024 Lok Sabha elections.
Karnataka, Meghalaya,
Nagaland, Tripura, Mizo-
ram, Chhattisgarh, Rajas-
than, Madhya Pradesh and
Telangana will gzo topolls this
yvear: In his nearly 45-minute
closed-door address, Nadda
highlighted the representa-
tionof OBCs, SCsand 5Ts in
the BJP governments in
states and at the Centre, be-
sides in constitutional posi-
tions. He noted that in Presi-
dent Droupadi Murmu, In-
dia hasgotitsfirsttribal per-

PM Modi with Hadda at NDMC
Convention Centre in New Delhi

son at the top constitutional
post. “The party is getting
votesof the backward classes,
SCs and STs and is giving
them representation. This
shows our resolve of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, and Sab-
ka Pravas,” he said, stressing
on the expanding voter base
of the party since Modi led it
tovictory in 2014 and 2019.
Nadda praised the party’s
win in the recent Gujarat as-
sembly polls as “extraordin-
aryand historic”, sayingwin-

ning more than 150 seats in
the 182-member assembly isa
great achievement.

Showing no semblance of
complacency, the party has
identified 160 constituencies
to take out special campaigns
to consolidate its prospects
for which more than 1 lakh
booths had been 1dentified.

“Earlier too, following the
instruction of PM Maodi, the
party president had issued a
directive to strengthen the
party at 72,000 booths where
it was weak. Today, our party
president said party workers
have already covered 1.3 lakh
booths,” Senior BJP leader
Ravi Shankar Prasad said.

The party members have
towork to bring it to power in
states where it is in opposi-
tion and to make the states,
where it is in power, its *im-
pregnable fort”, Nadda said.

Rijiju proposes
BJP resolution, a
testimony of his
elevated status

Akhilesh .Singh
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: BJP on Monday
chose toassign law minister Ki-
ren Rijiju to propose the par-
tv's political resolution on day
one of its national executive
meeting, symbolising party’s
stakes in the northeast and the
growing stature of the Union
minister, who has been dealing
with contentious issues, the lat-
est inclusion to which isthe col-
legium system of selecting
judges in higher judiciary.

The assignment of moving
the proposals at the national
executive meeting is seen as
mgmﬁt:ant showing not only
of the growing
importance of
Rijiju but also
the political
priorities of
the party.

BJP had a
tradition of choosing party vet-
erans (like LK Advani) to move
its political resolution. This
was later done by Amit Shah
and Rajnath Singh in acknowl-
edgement of their elevated sta-
tus in the party’s hierarchy. UP
chief minister Yogi Aditva-
nath proposed the political res-
olution last vear, which was
seen as an important move in
view of the timing of the as-
sembly polls in UR

Rijijuof late hasemerged as
the party's and government'’s
voice on important issues in-
cluding his strong observa-
tions against the continuation
of the collegium system and al-
s0 justifving the decision to
abrogate special status to J&K
under Article 370.

Besides, the party’s move
18 yvet another bid to acknowl-
edge its growing footprint in
the northeast, which used to
be an unfriendly territory for
the party until the past few
vears. The north-eastern
states constitute 24 Lok Sabha
seats and BJP knows their im-
portance In maintaining its
winning streak in 2024, While
Rijiju proposed the resolu-
tion, Uttar Pradesh deputy
CM EKeshav Prasad Maurya
and Karnataka minister Go-
vind Karjol seconded it.

‘Damaged line straight,
appears like a depression’

Kautilya Singh &
Shivani Azad | T

Dehradun: In light of the
Joshimath land subsidence
issue, Chamoli district ma-
gistrate Himanshu Khurana
has been directed to inform
the stakeholders that the da-
maged structures are to be re-
moved at the earliest. The
structures would be mechani-
cally razed on the lines of the
proposed demolition of the
two hotels at Joshimath-
Mount View and Malari Inn.
Speaking on the latest de-
velopment, Uttarakhand Sta-
te Disaster Management Aut-
hority secretary Ranjit Ku-
mar Sinha said: “To get a bet-
ter and clearer picture of the
situation, this time we went to
the other side of Joshimath —
towards Haathi Parvat—and
tried to find out the depres-
sion and its likely solution.”
During the recent inspec-

Ees:derrt's Evacuate an ‘unsafe’
building in Joshimath on Monday

tion, ateam led by Sinha, com-
prisingexpertsof varioussta-
te agencies, found that one si-
de of JP Colonv in Marwari
ward isdamaged in a straight
line, “Areas above Joshimath
on the same line like Singhd-
har and Sunil—which are on
the upper side of the hill town
—are also damaged. The da-
maged line is clearly visible
andappearslike adepression.
It lookslike a stream, ‘Singhd-
har dhara’, was earlier flo-
wingthrough the areaandthe
water has leaked in the same

‘4 UP men took the
flight at last minute’

Rajeev Dikshit &
Arvind Chauhan | Tan

Varanasi/Dharwa: The fo-
ur friends from UP Killed in
Sunday’s plane crash in Ne-
pal had initially planned to
travel to Pokhara from Kath-
mandu by road. The deci-
sion to take a flight instead
was taken at the last minute,
theirfriends said.

Family members of the
quartet left on a 415-km road
journeyv on Monday to bring
back the bodies. Accompa-
nying the bereaved family
members was the village he-
ad of Chak Zainab, from
where two of the victims ha-
iled, and acouple of officials
deputed by the UP govern-
ment to offer whatever assi-
stance they might need. “We
are in constant touch with
the families,” Ghazipur DM
Arvaka Akhaurisaid.

Divisional commissio-
ner Kaushal Raj Sharma sa-

The quartet were to return on
Abhishek's (in orange) birthday

id an ambulance each would
be provided by the state go-
vernment toferry the bodies
from the border to their nati-
ve villages. In Dharwa villa-
ge, Abhishek's friend Zafar
Abbas bemoaned that the
happy responsibility of
planning a “surprise birth-
day bash” for the 25-year-old
on his scheduled return ho-
me on Monday had been re-
placed by the pain of wai-
ting for his body to arrive.
“He was to be back today, his
birthday Who would have
thought we would be mour-
ning hisdeath instead.”

line,” Sinha said.

The official added: “Tho-
ugh it isonly an estimate, it lo-
oks like the likely reason for
the situation. Structures
which are beyond repair
are acting like a dead weight
on this slope. Therefore, we
have decided that the areas
of J P Colony which are be-
yvond repair need to be mecha-
nically demolished.”

Meanwhile, residents are
being asked to move to safer
locations based on the scienti-
fic analvses of expert teams
on the ground. They are try-
ing to find the source of the
water and the fissures. “Ex-
perts have brought drills, dro-
nes and othertechnical equip-
ment. They are investigating
over 100 m below the surface
to ascertain whether the area
or the houses there are safe to
stay inor not,” said Shailend-
ra Panwar, chairperson, Jos-
himath municipal council.

K'taka contractors
level bribe charge,
BJP MLA denies it

Bengaluru: The Karnataka
State Contractors’ Associ-
ation, which had levelled
charges of 40% kickback in
government contracts about 18
months ago, has renewed its
fight with claims that Rs 90
lakh in bribes had been paid to
BJP MLA GH Thippareddy.
“Since 2019, I'm paying
Thippareddy a bribe of Es 90
lakh to clear my Rs 6 crore in
pending bills. He is demanding
more to clear those bills,” al-
leged association working
president R Manjunath on
Monday, adding that the associ-
ation had audio clips and docu-
ments to back its assertions.
Association president D
Kempanna said: “We will re-
lease more clips if the govern-
ment fails to respond and meet
our demands, including a judi-
cial probe into the charges of
40% kickback.” However, Thip-
pareddy dubbed the allega-
tions “a big lie”, adding he may
file a defamation case. tnw
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BALL'S WOBBLY, YET IT g
SEAMS LIKE A DREAM

Siraj’s Stocks Go Up With New Delivery As He Rises To The
Challenge In Bumrah’s Absence In White-Ball Cricket

Prasanth.Menon @timesgroup.com

Thiruvananthapuram: Not often
do vou see a fielding captain deploy-
ing four slips and a leg slip in white-
ball cricket, especially in Indian
conditions. And that too on a pitch
where the team batting first has
scored close to 400 runs.

But on Sunday evening at the
Greenfield stadium here in Thiru-
vananthapuram, Indian skipper
Rohit Sharma decided to place such
an attacking field in the final ODI of
the three-match series because Mo-
hammed Siraj was causing havoc
among the Sri Lankan batsmen.

Siraj, who looks to be in fine
rhythm while running in and was
the most impressive bowler in the
first two ODIs against the Lankans,
had reserved his best for last. In an
inspired opening spell, he plotted
the downfall of the visitors by show-
casing the quintessential abilities
of a new-ball bowler: he managed to
take the ball away from the batsmen,
hold its line and bring it into them
foo.

The 28-vear-old, who finished
with career-best figures of 4/32 and
emerged as the top-wicket-taker in
the series with nine wickets, attrib-
utes his success to his ploy of attack-
ing the batsmen in his opening
burst. “My plan was to take as many
wickets as possible with the new ball
and put the opposition under pres-
sure, Even if 1 concede boundaries,
[ am okay with it as long as I am able
to claim a couple of wickets and put
the opposition on the back foot,” he
said.

WHAT IS A WOBBLE
SEAM DELIVERY?

hen a fast bowler bowls such
Wa delivery, the seam will

wobble slightly from side to
side, unlike a conventional pacer's
delivery, where the seam stays
upright. If the bowler bends his back
and hits the deck hard, the ball tends
to deviate unpredictably off the pitch.
England’s James Anderson is credited
with inventing the delivery, which he
says he developed after watching
Mohammad Asif up close on
Pakistan's tour of England in 2010. It
is usually bowled by holding the bail
as one would for a regular seamer's
delivery, with the ring and middle
finger on either side of the seam, but
much wider apart so that the seam is
more visible. The trick lies in how the
ball is released, with the wrist
‘locked’ so the ball is not ‘pushed’ out
of the hand like an usual delivery.

His plan seems to be working well
as he had the most wickets (15) for
an international bowler in the pow-
erplay in ODIs last yvear. For that, he
credits the wobble-seam delivery
that he has managed to develop.
“With wobble seam, neither I know
nor the batsmen knows how much
the ball tends to move. Sometimes,
the ball might hold its line, some-
times it moves into the batsman. I
take a lot of wickets with wobble
seam. For me, it is effective. I have
got success with it and trust wobble
seam more,” revealed Siraj.

The Hyderabad pacer made his

T20 debut for India back in 2017 be-
fore getting a maiden ODI call-up
two vears later, and was rewarded
with the Test cap the next vear. But
his journey as an international pac-
er has been a fascinating tale. “1 had
inswing first then I lost it after a
while. 5o I developed the outswinger.
Since [ couldn’t bowl the inswing
anvmore, [ developed the wob-
ble-seam delivery. It took a lot of
time for me to be effective with wob-
ble seam. Now both the outswing
and wobble-seam deliveries are
proving to be helpful.

“The seam position I use is for a
natural outswinger. When I use the
wobble seam, the ball position tilts
towards fine leg. [ try to hit the deck
hard when I use wobhled seam be-
cause it is more effective,” Siraj said.

Though he made his internation-
al debut in T20Is, where his economy
rate proves to be his undoing, the
pacer seems to be on his own in the
ODIs and Tests and has risen to the
occasion in Jasprit Bumrah's ab-
sence, While the expressive pacer’s
intent can be gauged by the way he
runs in to bowl, he seems to have
found a way to surprise the batsmen.

“If T execute my line and length
properly, it will be difficult for the
batsmen to hit. Whether it is Tests,
T201Is or ODIs, if you keep bowling
in the right areas, rewards will
come,” he said.

With the crucial Test series
against Australia and the ODI World
Cup to be held in the country later
in the year, Siraj’s ability to provide
breakthroughs with the new ball
will be crucial for the Men In Blue.

Wickets taken by
Siraj at 10.22 runs
apiece in three
matches against
Sri Lanka, his best
performance in a
bilateral series as well as
the best on either side in
the recent series. Siraj is
now the first Indian
bowler to bag nine
wickets in a three-match

series vs Sri Lanka.
—Stats: Rajesh Kumar
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Kohli credits India throwdown specialists for success

Thiruvananthapuram: Indian run-machine
Virat Kohli has credited the team’s throwdown
trio of D Raghvendra, Nuwan Seneviratne and
Dayanand Garani for making a “big difference”
to his batting. The throwdown specialists use a
sidearm, a cricketing equipment in the shape of
a long spoon, to hurl the ball at high speed (in the
range of 140-150kmph) to test the batters at nets.
“All three of them have given us world-class
practice every time we play. They challenge us in the
nets like any 145 or 150kmph pace bowlers. They always

try to get us out and make sure that they test
us regularly,” Kohli told young Indian opener
Shubman Gill in an interaction on BCCl.tv after
the third and final ODI against Sri Lanka here.
“At times, it feels very intense. For me that
has been the difference in my career, to be very
honest.... From where | was as a cricketer before
| started getting this kind of practice to where |
am today.” India thrashed Sri Lanka by 317 runs in the
final ODI to sweep the series 3-0, with Kohli notching two
hundreds from three matches. en

SL TEAM MANAGER
ASKED TO SUBMIT
REPORT ON RECORD
LOSS IN 3RD ODI

Colombo: SriLanka Cricket (SLC) has
given the manager of the team touring
India five days to submit his report on
the world record defeat at the hands
of Rohit Sharma’s side in the third and
final ODI at Thiruvananthapuram.india
annihilated a clueless Sri Lanka by a
record 317 runs to sweep the three-
match series on Sunday.

Opener Shubman Gill scored a
century to complement Virat Kohli’s
unbeaten 166 as the duo helped the
hosts to a massive 390 for 5in 50
OVers.

Sri Lanka were then dismissed for 73
in 22 overs, with Mohammed Siraj
taking four wickets.

“Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has
directed the Manager of the National
Team to submit a report pertaining to
Sri Lanka's heavy defeat faced against
India in the 3rd ODI, which was played
on the 15th January 2023 at
Thiruvananthapuram,” said a
statement issued by SLC on Monday.

“The report should consist of views
of the Captain, the Head Coach, and
the selection panel and also the team
manager pertaining to the loss,”
added the statement.

The statement added that the
report would help SLC “understand the
background” for the team's poor
performance. e

progress not

short of a miracle’

Solomon.Kumar
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: From being a
‘maidaan’ cricketer with First
Lancer, which is nestled on the
edge of the posh Banjara Hills,
to becoming the mainstay of the
Indian cricket team, Moham-
med Siraj's career has seen phe-
nomenal growth. With Jasprit
Bumrah out with injuries and
Mohammed Shami not being
consistent, Siraj has grown out
of their shadow in the last one
vear to become the go-to man for
the Indian team. His ability to
oet early breakthroughs isa big
reason for India’s domination.

In many ways, Siraj is ‘des-
tiny's child’, but a couple of
‘farishiays (angels) have helped
him achieve his dream of play-
ing for India. Though passion-
ate about cricket, Siraj bowled
with a proper cricket ball only
in 2015. Till that time, he had
bowled only with a tennis ball.
Given an early break by Mo-
hammed Mahboob Ahmed of
Charminar Cricket Club in the
HCA league, Siraj, who didn't
even have proper cricket shoes,

seems to have been destined for
it and has always had luck on
his side,” Azeem, who was the
coach when Siraj made his Ran-
ji Trophy debut for Hyderabad,
said.

An ever-modest Azeem said
Siraj got the break thanks to
former Hyderabad captain P
Alshath Reddy “It was Akshath
who said that Siraj should be
included in the Hyderabad
squad for the knock-out game
against Services in 2015. GH
Vihari too seconded it and 1
spoke to Arshad (Ayub), who
was the HCA president, about
it. He agreed and Siraj got to
make his debut in that game,”
Azeem added.

Though it was an ordinary
debut, luck was on Siraj's side
as Hyderabad roped in former
India playver Bharat Arun as the
coach next season. The Hyder-
abad medium-pacers — Siraj, M
Ravi Kiran and CV Milind -
prospered under Arun, with
Siraj claiming 41 wickets in 9
matches that season, which
earned him an IPL contract.
“Being a fast bowler, Arun was
of great help in shaping Siraj

HIS MOTHER, WHO USED TO WORK IN
OUR HOUSE AS A MAID, HAD BEEN

PESTERING ME TO HAVE A LOOK AT SIRAJ'S

BOWLING. BUT WHEN | SAW HIM FOR THE

FIRST TIME AT THE NETS, HE LOOKED
ORDINARY. | TOLD HIS MOTHER THAT

UITE
E WILL

HAVE TO WORK HARD AND PERFORM TO GET A
BREAK. TO SEE HIM GROW INTO SUCH A
PHENOMENAL BOWLER IS NOTHING SHORT OF
A MIRACLE. THERE IS NO ORDINARY
EXPLANATION FOR IT. HE SEEMS TO HAVE

BEEN DESTINED FOR IT.”

-Abdul Azeem, former Hyderabad opener on Siraj

showed immense spunk to
catch the attention of cricket
officials.

“His mother, who used to
work in our house as a maid,
had been pestering me to have
a look at Siraj's bowling. But
when [ saw him for the first time
at the nets, he looked quite or-
dinary I told his mother that he
will have to work hard and per-
form to get a break,” former
Hvderabad opener Abdul
Azeem told TOI on Monday:

“To see him grow into such
a phenomenal bowler 1s nothing
sort of a miracle. There is no
ordinary explanation for it. He

and turning him into a match
winner. To Siraj’s credit, he was
a quick learner and worked
hard,” Azeem said.

“When he was playing for
the Hyderabad U-23 team, he
was at the HCA academy. He
was pretty quick and I was im-
pressed,” said former India
plaver MV Narasimha Rao, ex-
director of the HCA academy:

Siraj broke into the India
T201 side against New Zealand.
He made his ODI debut against
Australia in Adelaide in Janu-
arv 2019 and his Test debut
against Australia in the 2020
Boxing Day Test at MCG.

Tournament To Feature 22
Games With Five Teams

A money-spinner already! WIPL media rights sold for 3951 cr

Gaurav.Gupta@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The decks are finally
cetting cleared for the inaugural
edition of Women's [PL. —the BC-
CI's most ambitious project in
recent times, On Monday, BCCI
secretary Jay Shah announced
that Viacom 18 have secured the
media rights for the upcoming
Women's IPL for Rs 951 crore for
five vears (2023-2027). Viacom 18’s
bid means it will pay Bs 7.09 crore
per match, Shah said.

“Congratulations @viacomi8

0

Crores that per match of the
WIPL has been sold for.

for winning the Women's @IPL
media rights. Thank vou for yvour
faith in @BCCI and i@ BCCIWom-
en. Viacom has committed INR
951 crores which means per match
value of INR 7.09 crores for next 5
vears (2023-27). This is massive for
Women's Cricket,” Shah tweeted.

The sealed bids were opened
at a five-star hotel here on Monday
The only other bidder was Disney
Star.

Going through the same pro-
cedure, which will involve open-
ing sealed bids, the BCCI will an-
nounce the names of the five
WIPL franchises on January 25.
TOI has learnt that the bidders
will be given a choice of 10 cities,
from which the franchises will be
chosen. “This list includes 7 cities
which have IPL franchises —
Mumbai, Chennai, Delhi, Kolkata,

Bangalore, Ahmedabad and Luc-
know — and three other cities —
Dharamshala, Guwahati and In-
dore,” a source told this paper.

Apparently, all the 10 IPL fran-
chises have bid for owning a team
in the WIPL.

inaugural edition likely to be in
Mumbai across 3 venues

The inaugural edition of the
WIPL is likely to be in Mumbai
only, “The matches are likely to be
held in just three stadiums-the DY
Patil Stadium in Navi Mumbai,

Brabourne Stadium at the Cricket
Club of India and the Wankhede
Stadium in Churchgate. All the
stadiums will stage double head-
ers on most davs,” a source re-
vealed. “The tournament, which
will have 22 matches, is likely to
last not more than 15-20 days. It
will start on March 5or 7, and cul-
minate on March 23, in all likeli-
hood, just before the start of PL-
2023. There will be 20 league
games, one qualifier and the fi-
nal,” he informed.

Like in the IPL, the franchises

GALLERY

Road to recovery has
begun, tweets Pant

Premier India wicketkeeper-batter
Rishabh Pant, who survived a horrific
car crash on December 30, on Monday
said he is on the road to recovery after
undergoing three successful surgeries.
“I am humbled and grateful for all the
support and good wishes. | am glad to
let you know that my surgery was a
success. The road to recovery has
begun and | am ready for the challenges
ahead,” Pant posted on his official
Twitter handle. rm

Conrad, Walter named as coaches
Cricket South Africa on Monday an-
nounced Shukri Conrad and Rob Walter
as coaches of the country's Test and
limited overs teams respectively. Con-
rad, 55, a former first-class cricketer,
has worked with many of South Africa's
leading players as head coach of the
South African Academy since 2014. ap

LeBron 2nd player to 38,000 points
LeBron James became
only the second player
in NBA history to score
38,000 career points on
Sunday as he inches
closer to Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar's all-time record.
James, playing in his 20th NBA season,
needed 11 points to reach 38,000 points.
But it was a bittersweet night as the
Lakers lost 113-112. reuTers

ACTION TODAY

CRICKET: Ranji Trophy: Har vs Ben, D1,
9.30 am(Star Sports 2); Under-19 WWC:
NZvsire, Zimvs Rwa, 1.30 pm; Wl vs Ina,
Engvs Pak, 5.15 pm (FanCode.com);
SAT20,5pm &9 pm (Sports18)

HOCKEY: World Cup: Kor vs Jpn, 5 pm;
Ger vs Bel, 7 pm (Star, Hotstar, Fan-
code.com)

TENNIS: Australian Open,5.30am & 1.30
pm (Sony Network)

Rahane ‘turning back the clock’ = shafal, shweta

with rampaging youngsters

Arani.Basu@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Ajinkya Rahane
doesn’tlike being called a veter-
an vet. Over a decade of inter-
national cricket and 82 Tests lat-
er, Rahane is all about turning
back the clock while shepherd-
ing a young bunch of rampag-
ing Mumbai batters in the Ranji
Trophy “Mumbai will always
play like Mumbai,” he said on
the eve of their match against
Delhi here at the Ferozeshah
Kotla, At 34, Rahane tfinds him-
self in a rather awkward situa-
tion. Technically he is in the
same place as the likes of Sarfa-

RANJI TROPHY

raz Khan, Prithvi Shaw and
Yashasvi Jaiswal, all pushing
for a place in the Indian team.
Essentially Sarfaraz is his com-
petitor for a spot in India’s Test
middle order.

In such a scenario, revisit-
ing his younger days is his way
to claw back into national reck-
oning. “Iwasthinkingaboutold
timesand whenIfirstcame into
the Ranji team (back in 2007).
How 1 used to play, what wasmy
thought process. [ have gone
back tothedrawing board and 1
am tryving to be the Ajinkva I
used to be in my initial davs,”
Rahane told reporters on Mon-
day. “You have to evolve contin-
uously as a plaver and continue
to work and improve upon your
strategies. No major changes
but small changes, skill wise,
Now,  have to be in the moment,
thinking for Mumbai and doing
well for them. That's on my
mind completely,” he added.

Ajinkya Rahane is hoping to keep
Mumbai in the hunt while ensuring
that he remains relevant as a
batsman for larger goals

Mumbai's batting lineup
has been firing on all cvlinders
this season. This is something
that wasa regularfeature when
Rahaneand Rohit Sharma were
coming through the ranks in
their younger days. “These
boys are all young. Mumbai
team was going through a tran-
sition. It's important to stick to
a core group. They have got the
experience now,” Rahane ex-
plained.

In contrast, Delhi's batting
has never looked as under-
cooked and vulnerable. It's just
Dhruv Shorey, country’s lead-

ing run-scorer this season, who
can match up to the might of
Mumbai's batting. Young cap-
tain Yash Dhull has looked un-
sure and has been reluctant to
come out to bat in tricky situa-
tions, Dhull has been unwell for
a couple of days and hasn’t
turned up for practice in the
lead-up tothe game.

While Delhi are looking for
people toput their hands up, Ra-
hane knows he has a few batters
who are getting eager and anx-
ious to get an India call-up. Ra-
hane too experienced a similar
phase in hisearly 20s. “You have
to put yvour arm around guys
who are going through a rough
patch. Important to give them
freedom to express themselves
not only on the field but also off
it. The individual can come to
me and talk to me about any-
thing that's going on in his per-
sonal life,” he said. Exactly two
years to theday he captained In-
dia to a memorable Test series
win in Australia, Rahane will
know how to get the Mumbai
bovs together for a big match
against Delhi.

Shetty replaces Thakur in Mum team

Seamer Deepak Shetty has replaced pace bowling allrounder
Shardul Thakur, who will be on India duty for the ODI series at home
against New Zealand, in the Mumbai squad for the domestic giants’
penultimate Ranji Trophy match against Delhi at the Arun Jaitley
Stadium from Tuesday, reports Gaurav Gupta.

Shetty played a Ranji match for Mumbai nearly three years back
against MP in February 2020. The tall pacer has taken 7 wicketsin 3
first-class games@23.85. While Mumbai will miss Thakur — he took
6-122 to play a key role in their innings & 128-run victory over Assam
at Guwahati — they will be encouraged by the return of
experienced fast bowler Tushar Deshpande.

guide India to
huge victory

Benoni (SA): India racked up
the biggest team
score of the
tournament so
far to overpower
UAE in a morn-
ing game on the

. o third day of the
ICC U199 Women's T20 World
Cup 2023 in South Africa.

UAE were at the receiving
end of some brutal hitting from
opening pair Shafali Verma
(78 from 34 with 12 fours and
four sixes) and Shweta Sehra-
wat({74* from49with10fours)as
the duo used all their experi-
encetoamassilirunsinmerely
o1 balls in their opening stand.

Shafali's dismissal brought
littlerelief, asthe incoming bat-
ters kept going for their runs.
UAE was not helped by their
poor fielding effort, which saw
them drop Richa Ghosh (49
from 29 with five fours and two
sixes)onfour occasions.

Indiafinished the inningsat
219/3 in their 20 overs, the first-
ever 200-plus total in the tour-
nament.

Chasing a mammoth total of

220 runs, UAE went bigearly on
but India put a brake on their
scoring rate after dismissing
Theertha Satish (16 from 5).
Thereafter, disciplined bowl-
ing from India ensured that
UAE never came close to win-
ning the game,
Brief Scores: India U-19 219-3
(Shweta Sehrawat 74, Shafali Var-
ma 78, Richa Ghosh 49) bt UAE U-19
97-5 (Lavanya Keny 24, Mahika
Gaur 26; Shabnam 1-21, Titas Sadhu
1-14, Mannat Kashyap 1-14, Parsha-
viChopral-13). ami

will buy the players through an
auction. The base price of the
capped players has been kept at
Rs 20 lakhs, Rs 30 lakhs and Rs 50
lakhs. There will be no icon player:
“Somehow, the Australian plavers
need to play, otherwise it won't
work, as they are the undisputed
champions of women's crick-
et-they have the top allrounder,
batter, bowler, fielder, everything,
You need to ensure that they are
paid well. A top player earns be-
tween Rs 60-701akh in a season of
the Big Bash,” a source said.

Indian shuttlers pitted

against countrymen

Hindol.Basu@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Call it fate, coinci-
dence or Al (Artificial Intelli-
opnee) shenanigans, India’s top-2
men’s singles shuttlers will be fac-
ing each other in the early rounds
of marquee tournaments far too
often!

Last week at the Malaysia
Open, HS Prannoy, India’s highest-
ranked (at world No. 8) men’s sin-
oles plaver, faced 2022 Common-
wealth Games gold medallist and
world No.10 Lakshya Sen. Prannoy
had emerged victorious that time
ina hard-fought three-set battle.

INDIA OPEN

Quite startlingly the India
Open Super 750 — from January 17
to 22 — will also see Prannoy face
Lakshya in the first round. The
Badminton World Federation's
software is working in some
strange way — Prannoy and
Lakshya can't find themselves in
different quarters.

Themen'ssingles draw alsohas
another top Indian in the same
half as Prannoy and Lakshya. K
Srikanth will take on world No. 1
and the man-for-big-tournaments,
Viktor Axelsen of Denmark, in the
first round. Srikanth trails Axel-
sen 3-9 in the head-to-head and the
Indian will have to raise his game
by several notches to get past the
current World and Olympic cham-
pion.

Lakshva is the defending India
Open men's singles champion.
This was when the tournament
was a Super 500 one. Now it 1s up-
oraded to a Super 750 tournament
and the competition is much
tougher.

AP

HS Prannoy won his last clash with
Lakshya Sen at Malaysia Open

“I'll try and defend my title. Ev-
ery match in a Super 750 or Super
1000 tournament is tough. There
are no easy davs,” Lakshva said.
“It's just unfortunate that we (him
and Prannoy) are always facing
each other so early in big tourna-
ments. But that's how the draw
goes and I'll have to take this
match like any other and not take
too much pressure.”

Except for Olympic silver med-
allist Tai Tzu Ying, the tourna-
ment will haveall the top plavers of
the world in full attendance.

In the women's singles, India’s
challenge will be led by double
Olympic medallist PV Sindhu,
who will face Supanida Katethong
of Thailand. Saina Nehwal will
try toshrug off her Malaysia Open
rustiness in heropening round en-
counter against Mia Blichfeldt of
Denmark. Saina had crashed out
in the opening round at Malavsia
Open.

Interestingly, if Saina and
Sindhu win their first two rounds,
they'll clash against each other in
the quarterfinals. The Sindhu vs
Saina encounter, however, is un-
likely as Saina will most probably
face world No. 2 Chen Yu Fei of
China, if she wins herfirstround.
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Conceding too

many PCs a

worry for India

ZAFAR 1QBAL

efender Surender Ku-
mar's penalty corner
save just 19 seconds
ahead of the hooter en-
sured that India were able to split
points with England in the pre-
liminary league encounter of the
FTH Odisha Men's World Cup at
Rourkela. It was a fine show by
the defenders that kept alive In-
dia’s challenge after withstand-
ing waves of rival attacks that
tested the home team's resolve.
Before the final-minute pen-
alty corner, England’s flickers
were frustrated by fine runs
from Manpreet Singh and Amit
Rohidas that saw the Indian
defenders rush out to block the
penalty corner shots and did
not require much work by their
goalkeepers. That was an in-
spiring performance from an
encounter where the Indian
strikers were also confronted
by a solid defence at the other

end of the pitch.

Inspiration for the Indian
strikers should come from the
manner in which they dominat-
ed the third guarter, but discov-
ered England’s yvoung goalkeep-
er Oliver Payne to be a resolute
defender. Payne's sterling per-
formance earned him the player
of the match award. He was also
the reason India could not earn
full points from a game which
could have taken India to the top

of the group standing.

Conceding so many penalty
corners ought to be worryving
the Indian team management.
The choice of shot selection
inside the striking circle is also
something the Indian players
need to look into when they re-

view the England match.

Ferreiro’s Wonder
Goal Not Enough To
Give Argentina A Win

Amnab.Seal@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: Martin Ferreiro
scored one of the best goals of the
tournament but still couldn’t take
Argentina past Australia in their
Group A game which ended 3-3 at
Kalinga Stadium here on Monday.

After collecting the ball at the
edege of the D, he spun around with
a defender on his back, took the ball
away from him and on the dive
played it through the legs of anoth-
er defender into the net. That put
Argentina 3-2 up in the 49th minute.

It was all Australia after that,
but Argentina absorbed all the pres-
sure, and it seemed the South Amer-
icans would walk away with a win.

But it wasn't to be as Blake Gov-
ers had something else on his mind.

Australia's Jake Harvie is surrounded by Argentina players during the match

FIH ODISHA

MEN'S WORLD CUP 2023

BHUBANESWAR - ROURKELA

With just two minutes left, Govers,
playing his first match of the tour-
nament, blocked an aerial shot off
Facundo Zarate just outside Argen-
tina’'s D, took the ball down, entered

the D diagonally and slammed it
into the net past the Argentine goal-
keeper to make it 3-3.

It was frustrating for the Ar-
gentines. The force with which

their coach Mariano
Ronconi slammed his
headset down during
the press conference,
showed how upset he
was with the result.

Australia stay on top of
the table while Argentina remained
in the second spot.

Earlier, Jeremy Hayward contin-
ued from where he had left off in
the match against France and put
Australia in the lead when he
scored from their first penalty cor-
ner in the 10th minute.

In another match in Bhubane-
gwar, Victor Charlet converted two
penalty corners to help France beat
South Africa 2-1 and avenge their
Nations Cup defeat.

The French captain opened the
scoring in the §th minute, but Con-
nor Beauchamp equalized through
a PC after South Africa won a refer-
ral even though the hooter had gone
off for the first quarter.

AUSSIES SNATCH A POINT

The result helped

Netherlands, Malaysia win

In the Pool C matches in Rourke-
la, three-time champions Nether-
lands thrashed New Zealand 4-0,
while Malaysia eked out a 3-2 win
over Chile. Brinkman Thierry
scored two field goals in the open-
ing guarter while Bijen Koen and
Hoedemakers Tjep added two more
zoals to help Netherlands inch clos-
er to a quarterfinals spot.

Earlier, Rahim Razie, Hamsani
Ashran and Sumantri Norsyaftiq
scored for Malaysia, while Amoroso
Juan and Rodriguez Martin regis-
tered their names on the scoring
sheet for Chile. *We are happy with
the win. It wasn’'t the perfect game,
we could have playved much better.
But it's three points and that was
what we needed today,” Malaysia
captain Marhan Jalil said.

Having won both their games,
Netherlands lead Pool C with six
points. New Zealand and Malaysia
are second and third respectively
with Chile in fourth place. acencies

Rourkela: As a 13-vear-old rook-
ie, Oliver Payne’s first competi-
tive match was for the Dart Hock-
ev club’s women's team. A mixed
community club, the Dart outfit
is based out of Toines, a quaint
town known as much for its cul-
tural heritage as for its monu-
ments, around 350 Kkm from Lon-
don. Oliver was asked to fill in for
the goalkeeper by his mother
Suzanne, a member of the squad.

A decade on, the 23-year-old is
the mainstay goalkeeper of the
England team, having replaced
the seasoned George Pinne and
Harry Gibson. Payne, who was
named the gcoalkeeper of the tour-
nament at the Sultan Johor Cup
in 2019, came to the forefront in
July 2020 and has since been Eng-
land’s go-to custodian. The young-
ster showed nerves of steel and
heart of a lion in the goalless
draw against India here on Sun-
day night. He denied India a win
with a series of blockbuster saves.

Talk about Dart HC and
Payne's face lights up. “It is
where it all began,” he said.
“That women's match [ played
taught me so much. From posi-
tioning, to covering angles and

:‘rll‘lillldt H:{E{:ﬁ :!“ rapper Dave’s songs.

S0, | told g Payne was under the bar when
{ |ut w"as"d'im St India and England played out a
en“w'sdt’he pmt & lldla | did 4-all draw in the league stage of
thill:.r Alsn,lllm'mnm'.ﬂl“ ally loud the Birmingham Commonwealth
st shnllltlill i 1o the Games last year. Asked if that
t hlillt the 9 S weighed on his mind, the young
Hlt':d Th Olvmpian said, “Once lessons are
me toaay. fnere walﬁnh“a“}t learnt from a match, I don’t look

my tHnTEmﬁm '33“'& din Ve back, I only look ahead.”
-Ofiver Payne Under coach Paul Revington,

ham University.

competitive spirit,” he told TOI.
The spectator count at the
Bisra Munda hockey stadium
was a staggering 21 800, complete
with foot-tapping Bollyvwood mu-
sic, Mexican waves and ear-split-
ting support for India. Yet, none
of it played on Payne’s nerves.
“For me, it was more about
excitement. I had never played in
front of such a large crowd. So, I
told mys=elf, it was important to
enjoy the moment and I did that.
Also, I'm usually loud and keep
shouting out to the team, but the
crowd silenced me today. There
Was no way my teammates could
have heard me above the din,”
pointed out the product of Dur-

Before the match, to stay in a
positive and happy state of mind,

England saviour Payne played his
first match for a women’s team!

Manuja.Veerappa
@timesgroup.com

opportunity.

Payne listened to popular British

England played an aggressive
brand of hockey and Payne add-
ed that the Three Lions Outfit,
want to make the most of the

“For many of us in the team,
this is the first World Cup. We
want to return with experiences,
memories and of course the Tro-
phy,” signed off the voungster,
who is fast emerging as one of
the best in business.

Hardik unlikely for Wales match

In a huge blow to the Indian
camp, attacking midfielder
Hardik Singh, who picked up a
hamstring injury against Eng-
land on Sunday, is unlikely to
feature in the last league engage-
ment against Wales on Thursday.
Hardik, who arrived in Bhubane-
swar with the team on Monday;
underwent a scan.

WILL REVIVE HOCKEY
CULTURE IN REGIONS
WHERE THERE HAS
BEEN A DECLINE: TIRKEY

Manuja.Veerappa@timesgroup.com

Rourkela: Dilip Tirkey, the president
of Hockey India, is a proud man as
Sundargarh district, where he hails
from, is hosting its maiden World Cup,
a moment he hadn’t imagined. The
former ace defender spoke to TOI on
the World Cup, hockey beyvond Odisha
and more. Excerpts:

Odisha has hosted two consecutive World
Cups, what has the journey been like?

As a regular in the Indian camp,
when [ came to Bhubaneswar during
breaks there was no ground for practice.
So, I would just train or do fitness rou-
tines during my visits. In 2003, I got an
opportunity to sit next to the chief min-
ister during a yvouth program. I used
that opportunity to tell him that an ar-
tificial turf in Bhubaneswar would be
of great help. He thought about it for
two minutes and told me to give a writ-
ten proposal. My thinking wasn't big, 1
was looking at a ground for us to train,
but clearly his vision was different. He
said it should be one of the best stadi-
ums in the country. And here we are 20
years later, with world-class facilities.
Growing up, did you think Rourkela could
host a World Cup?

I never thought that such an infra-
structure could come up in Rourkela. A
world-class stadium with 20,000+ capac-
ity, five-star accommodation for the

4

answered their prayers. This has been
made possible because of the support
of our chief minister Naveen Patnaik.
I'm proud to say that the two best stadi-
ums in the country are in Odisha.

In a city like Rourkela, with limited
connectivity, how sustainable will such
infrastructure be?

The Kalinga stadium in Bhubane-
swar is an example. It has been in
existence for a few yvears and has been
utilised well, Apart from premier
events, the facility has hosted nation-
al camps, friendly matches and tour-
naments at all levels. In Rourkela too,
we intend to replicate the module. Our
plans include national camps for all
age groups. Also, the Bisra Munda
stadium here will host the Pro League
next month. We will ensure the stadi-
um is not underutilised.

Beyond Odisha, what are the plans for places
like Karnataka, Mumbai and Tamil Nadu,
where there has been a decline in hockey?

The current state of these places
is very sad. More so because they are
the land of legends. We will work to-
wards reviving hockey culture in re-
gions where there has been a decline.
At Hockey India, we are planning to
visit state associations and will ask
them to put together definitive pro-
grammes from the grassroots level. If
required we will go to the chief min-
isters / sports ministers and seek
their assistance.

plavers and an air-
port nearby. [ never

* dreamt that the city
would host a World
;’p Cup. Given the craze
of people here for
hockey, I guess God just

Dohmen shuns
Illness woes as
Belgium take
on Germany

Arnab.Seal@timesgroup.com

Bhubaneswar: In 2018, when
Belgium lifted the Hockey World
Cup in Bhubaneswar, John-
John Dohmen was fighting for
his life at a hospital in Bangkok.
First thought to be bronchitis, it
was in fact a case of eosinophil-
ic pneumonia and one of the
best defenders in the world had
to leave after two matches and
could only
watch on
from the
hospital
bed as his
team lifted
their first _
st il | OHN-JOHN DOHMEN
trophy.

Cut to 2023, Dohmen —
playing his third World Cup
— missed Belgium’s first
matech against South Korea
because of a bout of flu and
he couldn't have been more
frustrated. “To play here after
2018 is a bitter revenge. I re-
ally want to play. That's why
1 was very disappointed on
Saturday to be sick. It's not
the same but I want to get my
revenge,” said Dohmen, who
is confident of playing the
next game against Germany
on Tuesday.

What happened in 2018,
however, is not something he
can still forget. “I had to take
strong medication that was
hard for the body It took near-
lv six months to come back and
it was hard. I almost couldn’t
run normally and it was very
difficult,” said Dohmen.

“But I worked a lot and
staved patient. Then I came
back just in time for the Eu-
ropean Championship in 2019
and we won. It was very im-
portant for my confidence
and I could prove to myself
that I can still play well and
win something.”

Not only the Euros, Dohmen
then went on to win the Olym-
pics as well as the second edi-
tion of the FIH Pro League.

He recently also went past
Barry Middleton’s record of
432 caps and is currently on
436 and has his eves on Dutch
legend Teun De Nooijer’s
world record of 453 caps.
Asked what's after that, the
Belgian said, “It will be good
if I get there and after that, I
will see if T can have more.”

NADAL SURVIVES [
JACKHAMMER

Takes Young Briton Draper In His Stride;
Injured Djokovic Hits Practice Court
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vember, he had just one
victory in six hard court
matches, was playing him-
gelf back into form as much
as he was taking on the

Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com 21-year-old from Sutton in

ack Draper stands at

a strapping 6 ft 4

inches in his tennis

shoes but walking
out on toa packed Rod Laver
Arena he appeared almost
microscopic.

Rafael Nadal followed
the Briton onto the middle,
at once dwarfing the storied
facility. Maybe it was the
roar that accompanied the
Spaniard’s entry, or the little
dance he did, shuffling from
side to side, as he shrugged
off his jacket and pulled out
his racket. Maybe it was the
five hours and 24 minutes he
was on court 12 months ago,
struggling, straying, strain-
ing but never giving in to
clinch a historic second
Australian Open title. May-
be its stature crowned by
that indefatigable spirit but
suffice to say that at almost
37 vears of age, Nadal tow-
ers over it all. Brick and
mortar included.

Nadal, who had lost both
matches he had played this
vear, in the United Cup, and
taking it further back to No-

1ST ROUND (SELECT RESULTS)

Men's singles: 1-Rafael Nadal (ESP) bt Jack
Draper (GBR) 7-5, 2-6, 6-4, 6-1; 3-Stefanos
Tsitsipas (GRE) bt Quentin Halys (FRA) 6-3, 6-4,
7-6 (8/6); 6-Felix Auger-Aliassime (CAN) bt Vasek
Paspisil (CAN) 1-6, 7-6 (7/4), T-6 (1/3), 6-3;
7-Daniil Medvedey (RUS) bt Marcos Giron (USA)
6-0, 6-1, 6-2: 10-Hubert Hurkacz (POL) bt Pedro
Martinez (ESP) 7-6 (7/1), 6-2, 6-2; 11-Cameron
Norrie (GBR) bt Luca Van Assche (FRA) 7-6(7/3),
6-0, 6-3; 15-Jannik Sinner (ITA) bt Kyle Edmund
(GBR) 6-4, 6-0, 6-2; 16-Frances Tiafoe (USA) bt
Daniel Altmaier (GER) 6-3, 6-3, 6-7 {5/7), 7-6 {8/6);
Alex Molcan (SVK) bt Stanislas Wawrinka (SUI)

the battle of left-handers.

The veteran warrior
came through 7-5, 2-6, 64, 6-1
against the debutant in
three hours and 41 minutes.

When Draper reflects on
this first-round match, he’ll
understand that it was a les-
son in every sense of the
word. Nadal used the lines,
varied length, angles and
spin, he drilled on one flank
and passed on the other, An
ageing magician with a bot-
tomless bag of tricks,

Late in the opening set,
when the two were going toe
to toe, Draper brought Nadal
into the net and attempted to
pass the top seed on his back-
hand side, but Nadal was all
over the net, knocking back
a volley winner and then
turning to the crowd.

Draper, who was strug-
eling with cramps, was at-
tended to by trainers at the
change of ends, but he did
well to comeback, breaking
the defending champion in
the opening game of the
fourth set. Nadal responded
by running away with the
next six games.

*I needed a
victory, that's the
main thing. Doesn't matter
the way (I won), the most im-
portant thing today is a vic-
tory against a tough oppo-
nent. To win against Jack,
one of the toughest first
rounds possible being seed-
ed,” Nadal underlined the
performance against the
world no 38. “To win against
Jack I need to do things well,
no? I think [ did things well.
So, satisfied with the victory
because that gives me the
chance to play again.”

Next up for the 22-time
Grand Slam champion is
American Mackenzie Mece-
Donald. Meanwhile, about
the time Nadal was walking
off the court, news that No-
vak Djokovie, who is sched-
uled to play late on Tuesday;
had called off his practice
session echoed across the
grounds. The Serb, a nine-
time champion here, is
struggling with a hamstring
injury, and has been given
maximum time to recover as
he plays Spaniard Roberto
Carballes Baena in the sec-
ond night match on Rod La-
ver Arena.

Later in the evening,
Djokovic, with a heavily
strapped left leg, hit the prac-
tice court.

Women's singles: 1-lga Swiatek (POL) bt Jule
Niemeier (GER) 6-4, 7-5; 3-Jessica Pegula (USA)
bt Jaqueline Cristian (ROM) 6-0, 6-1; 6-Maria
Sakkari (GRE) bt Yuan Yue (CHN) &-1, 6-4: 7-Coco
Gauff (USA) bt Katerina Siniakova (CZE) 6-1, 6-4;
10-Madison Keys (USA) bt Anna Blinkova (RUS)
6-4, 3-6, 6-2; 15-Petra Kvitova (CZE) bt Alison Van
Uytvanck (BEL) 7-6 (7/3), 6-2; 17-Jelena
Ostapenko (LAT) bt Dayana Yastremska (UKR)
6-4, 6-2; Bianca Andreescu (CAN) bt 25-Marie
Bouzkova (CZE) 6-2, 6-4; Emma Raducanu (GBR)
bt Tamara Korpatsch (GER) &-3, 6-2; 22-Elena
Rybakina (KAZ) bt Elisabetta Cocciaretto (ITA)
T-5, 6-3; 24-Victoria Azarenka (BLR) bt Sofia Kenin
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Defending champion Rafael Nadal came through a tough four-set
battle against 21-year-old Jack Draper in the first round on Monday

Yuki gets second
wind in doubles

Prajwal.Hegde@timesgroup.com

Melbourne: It was 14 vears ago
that Yuki Bhambri won the boys
title at the Australian Open, he
then went on to claim the world
No. 1 ranking. It was a perfect
summer. This vear at Melbourne
Park, his body bruised, and his
gpirit suitably stung, he made
the switch from singles to
the less-punishing for-

mat of doubles. But #&
he's still gunning for
Grand Slam glory W

The 30-yvear-old it
will feature alongside %
Saketh Myneni in the
two-man act at Mel-
bourne Park. The all-Indian
pairing, wildcard entrants, will
take on 14th seeds German An-
dreas Mies and Aussie John
Peers in the first round later in
the week,

Bhambri, who was in and
out of the sport for almost four
vears between 2018 and 2021,
courtesy tendonitis of the
knees, didn't have much of a
cholice in crossing over. “1 ei-
ther had to be a part-time sin-
gles player, play some and be
out for six-seven months or
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play doubles, where the load is
a lot less than in singles and
have a longer career,” he said.

“For me, it was about mov-
ing forward.”

“When yvou win a junior
Grand Slam, yvou're thinking
that you want to one day win
the senior Slam,” he said.

*You are world No.1 in the

juniors and yvou want to be
world No. 1 in the men's
as well. As the years
§ 20 by, vou see that
g there are loads of
ML Y players who haven't
¥ won Slams, compet-
ing in the era of Roger
Federer, Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic... The dream
sort of goes from winning
Slams to mavbe top-10 to top-50
to top-100...."

*1 did the best I could, I did
justice to what I knew,” Bham-
bri said. “I left no stone un-
turned in trying to improve my
tennis career.”

Bhambri and Myneni, who
2o by the moniker "YukiSaki’,
are coming into the Australian
Open after winning their sixth
Challenger title in Nonthaburi,
Thailand, on Sunday.

6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 1-6, -6 (7/2), 6-4. (USA) 6-4, 7-6 (7/3).
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| need a victory,
“ so that's the

main thing.
Doesn't matter the
way.”
- Rafael Nadal
| THE TOP SEED HAD LOST 51X
OF HIS PAST SEVEN MATCHES

KYRGIOS WITHDRAWS DUE TO KNEE INJURY

ick Kyrgios withdrew from the

Australian Open with a knee
issue. “Obviously this is bad
timing, but that's life. | guess | can
draw some inspiration from
someone like Thanasi (Kokkinakis)
who has had a bunch of injuries
and has bounced back,” said

Kyrgios. “I'm devastated. It's my
home tournament.”

An MRI revealed a
parameniscal cyst growing in the
left meniscus, the result of a small
tear in his lateral meniscus.
Kyrgios will undergo an
arthroscopic procedure. tan

Rivadh: Barcelona's voung
players, leading by teenage
sensation Gavi, were at the
heart of the club’s first tro-
phy for nearly two years as
they thumped rivals Real Ma-
drid in the Spanish Super
Cup.

FOOTBALL WRAP

(Gavi, 18, scored and fash-
ioned two more in their 3-1
victory on Sunday, including
one for 20-yvear-old Pedri,
while defender Ronald Arau-
jo shackled Vinicius Junior
and Alejandro Balde excelled
on the other flank.

“A new era has started,”
velled an ecstatic Araujo as
he ran back to the dressing
room with his medal. The
ushering in of a new start for
Barcelona is the club’s fer-
vent hope, after they lifted
their first trophy in the 21st
century without Lionel Mes-
si being part of the sguad.
They signed Robert Lewan-
dowski, who also netted
against Madrid in the Super
Cup triumph in Saudi Ara-
bia, as well as Jules Kounde
and Raphinha among others.

Pandey picks five in
big Mahindra win

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Slow-left arm bow-
ler Abhishek
Pandey
scalped a fifer
while medium
pacer Parth
Rai picked
P tour as Mahin-
dra Logistics beat IPCA Sports
Club by nine wickets in the
TheTimes Cricket Shield 2022-
2023 D Division semifinal.
Briefscores
IPCA Sports Club 52 in 21.5 overs
(Mithilesh Nachare 12, Amey May-
ekar 14*; Parth Rai 4-23, Abhishek
Pandey 5-8) lost to Mahindra Lo-
gistics Ltd.53/1in 41 overs (Kushal
Dawane 18*, Sarvesh Shiralkar 23,
Ihsaan Amin 10*) by 9 wkts.
Chowgule Sports Club 79 in 235
overs (Pratham More 19, Kuldeep
Yadav 25*, Samad Fallah 4-24,
Amit Gavande 3-31, Umar Khan 2-
10) lost to Jain Irrigation Systems
Ltd- B 84 /1 wkis in 13.5 overs (So-
ham Panvalkar 42%, Aditya Raj-
hans 35) by 9 wkis.

Reuters

Gavi celebrates Barcelona's
second goal against Real Madrid

Xavi has been working on
reshaping a club which presi-
dent Joan Laporta said was
“almost dead” when he took
over. There 1s a young core to
Xavi's team, with Gavi and
Pedri key to the reshaped
midfield, while Araujo and
Kounde are in their early 20s.

Spectator aims kick at
Arsenal goalkeeper

A spectator climbed onto an
advertising board and ap-
peared to kick Arsenal goal-
keeper Aaron Ramsdale after

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: Talented left-
hander Divyansh Saxena
slammed 250 (381b, 29x4, 2x6)
to put Mumbai in a strong po-
sition on Day Two of the CK

CITY SPORT

Nayudu Trophy (for Un-
der-25) match against Sau-
rashtraatthe DY Patil Sports
Academy in Navi Mumbai.
Vaibhav Kalamkar too
chipped in with 74, as Mum-
baiput up 543 on board. In re-
ply, Saurashtra were 89 for 5,
as Mumbai's leg-spinner
Khizar Dafedar took 2for13.

Brief Scores: Mumbai 543 (Di-
vyansh Saxena 250, Vaibhav Ka-
lamkar 74, Atharva Ankolekar
33; Ankur Panwar 6-97, Neel Pan-
dya 3-119) vs Saurashtra B9-5
(Vishvarajsinh Jadeja 31; Khizar
Dafedar 2-13).

¢ Gavi-inspired Barca outclass

2 Real 3-1to clinch Super Cup

the team’s 20 win over Tot-
tenham in the Premier
League. The incident took
place moments after the final
whistle at Tottenham Hot-
spur Stadium as Ramsdale
went to pick up his water bot-
tle from behind one of the
opals. Ramsdale didn't seem
hurt and was dragged away
from the area by teammates.
Interviewed after the game,
Tottenham defender Eric
Diersaid of the incident: “It's
unacceptable and shouldn't
have happened.”

Five in Indonesia go on trial
over stadium disaster

Five Indonesian mencharged
with negligence leading to
one of the worst stadium di-
sasters in football history ap-
peared in court by video link
on Monday as their trial be-
gan. Thestampede in October
in the East Java city of Ma-
lang--which killed 135 people,
including more than 40 chil-
dren -- came after police fired
tear gas into packed stands
when supporters invaded the
pitch at the end of a match be-
tween rivals Arema FC and
Persebava Surabaya. acencies

* Divyansh slams 250

for Mumbai Under-25

Rawat edges past Mehta

Laxman Rawat of PSPB fi-
nally tasted success as he
overcame his compatriot Ad-
itva Mehta 9-6 in an enter-
taining best-of-17-frame final
of the ‘Baulkline’' NSCI Rs13
lakh prize-money All India
Snooker Open 2023. Rawat
had finished runner-up los-
ing toSourav Kothari (PSPB)
inthefinal of lastedition.

Rutva gets top billing
Maharashtra's Rutva Sa-
mant has been given pride of
place in the Boys Under-19
agecategory inthed Star Wil-
lingdon JSW Junior Open
Squash Tournament, which
will be played from January
19t0 22, 2023.

In excess of 300 leading
squash players, represent-
ing 13 States, will feature in
this event, being promoted
by SportsXL, under the aegis
of SRFTand MSRA.




